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KUALA LUMPURy DEC 31 (BERNAMA) -- LEG SLATION ON THE +MENGKAFIR+

| SSUE (CALLI NG OTHER MUSLI M5 | NFI DELS) W LL BE DRAFTED BY THE
ATTORNEY- GENERAL' S CHAMBERS ONCE THE | NET GIVES THE GO-AHEAD:
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY. °

THE PRIME M NI STER SAI D THE GOVERNMENT WAS STILL STUDYI NG THE

RECOMVENDATI ONS MADE BY' THE CONFERENCE OF RULERS AT A SPECI AL MEETIN(
ON DEC 3 THAT A LAW BE PROMULGATED TO CHECK THE W DESPREAD PRACTI CE

OF BRANDI NG OTHER MUSLIMS +KAFI R +
HE COULD NOT SAY WHAT THE'NEW LAW ENTAILED BUT ADDED: +IF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT® INTRODUCES THE 'LEGISLATION AND IF IT Is WTH N

THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE' VARIOUS STATES, THE sTATES WLL NORVALLY USE

| T AS A GUI DELI NE..+ ’

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MADE IT CLEAR THAT ANY LEGISLATION ON THE
+MENGKAFIR+ | SSUE WOULDs HAVE TO BE DRAFTED BY THE LEGAL ADVI SERS | N

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S OFFICE As iTWAS AcowLEXx MATTER.
+THI8 MATTER HAS TO BE REFERRED TO AND ADVI CE SQUGHT FROM THE

ATTORNEY- GENERAL A8 | AM NOT A LAWER AND NOT IN A POSI TI ON TO DRAFT

YU | ALL.a UE O ARDNED.

INE LAwe T Tlhe ©VW W oww o

DATUK SERI DR I\/AHATHI R SAI D HE WOULD BRI NG THE PROPOSALS ON THE
LEG SLATI ON TO THE- CABINET FOR DI SCUSSI ON AS SOON AS PCSSI BLE.

HE SAI D THE CABI NET HAD YET To0f‘Dpilscuss THE MATTER AS HE HAD BEEN
AVWAY ON AN OFFICI AL VISIT OVERSEAS VWH LE MOST OF THE M NI STERS HAD
GONE FOR THEI R ANNUAL HCLI DAY.

THE CONFERENCE OF RULERs HAD RuLED THAT MUSLIMS CaLLI NG oTHER
MUSLI V5 +KAFI R+ HAD COMMITTED AN ACT THAT | S HARAM (PRCH BI TED) I N
| SLAM AND WERE REQUIRED. TO REPENT.

THE RULERS ALSO- DIRECTED THE PRIME M NI STER T0 TAKE FI RM ACTI ON
AGAI NST SUCH PRACTI CES TO AVERT A SPLIT IN THE MJSLI M COWUN TY.

FOLLOWN NG THAT,: DATUK SERI DR MAHATHI R TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE
GO\/ERNI\/ESI\{T lI\g Gg_AI,T INTRODYCE A LAW TO CHECK SUCH PRACTI CES. -- BERNAMA
1215M8T
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