
to be popular. This is not the mark of a might noi hnvc sufflcicnt rcpresenta- 
true leader. A leader shuuld decide tion should some issue xix! affecting 
which thrcctlon he wants to go and wm the community,” he said. 
the confidence of his sumxxters to fob ,+ 4r. Mahrrthir~scild that while some 
low him.” he said. ’ ~ . ’ 

Dr Mahathlr said MCA members 
:ihoUid slrlve to resolve tllctr differ- 
enccs amicably to ensure that the par- 
ty remamed intact. 

flc ;LpI>cilled to the members not to 
do anvthinr: that would “reopen old 
WOLIII& which WC arc trying to heal.” 

Ile urged them to solve the prob- 
Icms :1m1cably “so that 11, rhc end we 
wll have the whole of MCA and not 
just half of It. 

The party’s IO-month feud hctwccn 
the factions of actrnc president Datuk 
I>r Neu Yee Pan and Mr Tan Koon 
Swan ended with the signing of an 
agreement on Jan. 30. 

Dr Mahathir said that the Umno was 
rclxvcd to we these problems w- 
solved bccausc “WC regard the S1C.A 
35 our closest friend.” 

“And LI split m the MCI\ affected not 
only the the party itself hut also the 
component parties of the 13arwm rind 
tlic Chincsc communrty. 

“The MCA influences dcciswn mak- 
ing as it IS in the <;overnmcnt. Without 
the MCA, the Chincsc commumty 

thought they could bc represented by 
the Opposition, such rcprcscntatirm 
was incffectivc. The Opposition could 
only shout criticisms but could not 
protect the rights of the Chinese com- 
munity, he added. 

“The Government cm the other 
hand, always gave due consideration 
to the MC.“. because of ,ts sncc~nl rcla- 
tionshlp. It was the first ‘party that 
worked tojicthe? with Umnh m setting 
~1, the Alliance which later evolved 
into the ISarisctn.” * 

A mark of this special relationship, 
Dr Mnhathir said. was the fact that the 
leader of the MCA sat next to the 
Prime Mimster in the Cabinet. 

“He nceda only to whisper to bc 
I~card and Dr Nco has been whispermg 
to mc continuously,” hc said with a 
laugh. 

Also present at the dmncr were Dcp- 
uty Prune Mlmsicr Datuk Mus3 HI- 
tam, Gernkan chlcf Datuk Ur Lim 
Kcng Yxik, MIC’s Drrtuk S. Sam> 
Vcliu. other Umno and MCA Icadcrs 
includmc: honorary hfe prcsltlcnt ol! 
the party Tuu Tsn Sicw Sin. 
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