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By KONG OWN MENG 

ItUALA LUMPUR, 
Sun. -- Datuk Scri Dr 
Mahnthir Mohamad 
t;day -;Ldv:iscd MCA 
Jncnibcr:~ “JJOt to OpCll 

up ojd wounds” that 
pe0p1C had taken so 
much trouble Lo hd. 

“I advise cvcryonc not 
Lo do anything t0 OpCJl Up 

old wounds which so 
many pcoplc had taken 
so mwh Lrouble to heal. 
I,C~ thcsc wounds heal 
slowly. 

“The MCA should try to 
~01~12 its problems amicn- 
bjy so Lh;tt iJJ thC CJJd WC 

wi!l have the whole MCA 
:JJld Jld. ildf Of it.” hc said 

‘l’h(: I’rirnc Minister 
:,;lit] Iic llild rcccivcd tClC- 

grams concerning some 
“problems” in the MCA 
which had arisen rccent- 

‘ly. 
Without disclosing 

what Lhcy wcrc, hc said 
hc had taken note of them 
but would not be solving 
them “on his own.” 

Speaking at the MCA’s 
36th anniversary dinner, 
Dr Mahathir said the Go- 
vernmcnt’s objective was 
for the communititis to 
have their own political 
parties which could work 
among thcmsclvcs and 
also with other non-com- 
munal pat-tics. 

Although hc did not 
identify the “problems” 
that had surfaced in the 
MCA, he was apparently 

rcfcrring to protcBts 
from some MCA mem- 
bers that they had to 
“verify” their membcr- 
ship by March 19 or fact 
the sack: 

Dr Mahathir said the 
MCA factions should not 
cxpcct Lo achieve “abso- 
lute victory” by “crush- 
ing the other side.” 

He reminded the MCA 
that there were “ways 
and means” of solving its 
problems and these are 
provided by the party 
constitution. 

Earlier, MCA acting 
prcsidcnt Datuk Dr NcO 

Ycc IJan said the Chinese 
ConlnluJJiLy must “con- 
tinuc Lo contribute con- 
structivcly in the cause 

of nation-building bc- 
cause its destiny is in- 
tertwined with thal of 
Malaysia.” 

“Ultimately. your con- 
stitution will provide you 
with a solution. 

“But before this point is 
reached, I hope everyone 
will stick to the spirit of 
the agreement (signed 
before him on Jan. 30 by 
lcadcrs of both factions) 
which was the result Of 
much hard work.” 

Datuk Dr Neo said that 
MCA members “must 
quickly close the bitter 
chapter of the party cri- 
sis last year.” 

“Our cncrgy must not 
bc dissipated through in- 
tra-party and inter-party 
politicking. In this rc- 
spccl, the MCA is work- 
ing to lcsscn politicking 
bcLwccn componcnl par- 

Hc said thaL both sides tics of the Harisan Na. 
.>L. 

sional.” 

had sincerity nut COUJU UC 

facing pressure from 
their followers to obtain 
complete victory. 

“I wish to cmphasise to 
my MCA collcag~~ in 

particular and the public 
in general that the MCA 
is very important not 
only to the Barisan Na- 
sional but also to the in- 
terest of the nation. 

“It represents the Chin- 
csc in the Government. 
gut it is quite different to 
have-a political party but 
pot in the Government. 

“It is important that 
Lhc Chinese have a voice 
in the Government,” he 
added. 
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