KONG CHUN MENG

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sun. — Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
tdduy advised MCA
members “not to open
up oid wounds” that
pcople had taken so
much trouble to heal.

*I advisce everyone not
to do anything to open up
old wounds which so
many people had taken
so much lrouble to heal.
Let these wounds heal
slowly.

“The MCA should try to
solve its problems amica-
bly so that in the end we
will have the whole MCA
and not half of it,” he said.

The Prime Minister
satd he had reecived tele-

grams concerning some
“problems” in the MCA
which had ariscn recent-
“ly.

Without disclosing
what they were, he said
he had taken note of them
but would not be solving
them “on his own.”

Speaking at the MCA's
36th anniversary dinner,
Dr Mahathir said the Go-
vernment's objective was
for the communitiés to
have their own political
partics which could work
among themsclves and
also with other non-com-
munal partics.

Although he did not
identify the “problems”
that had surfaced in the
MCA, he was apparently

referring to protedts
from some MCA mem-
bers that they had to
“verify” their memhcr-
ship by March 19 or face
the sack:

Dr Mahathir said the
MCA factions should not
cxpect to achieve “abso-
lute victory” by “crush-
ing the other side.”

He reminded the MCA
that there were “ways
and meang" of solving its
problems and these are
provided by the party
constitution.

“Ultimately, your con-
stitution will provide you
with a solution.

“But before this point is
reached, I hope everyone
will stick to the spirit of
the agreement (signed
before him on Jan. 30 by
leaders of both factions)
which was the result of
much hard work.”

He said that both sides

. had sincerity but couta bu

'facing pressurc from

"their followers to obtain
complete victory.

“I wish to emphasise to
my MCA colleagues in
particular and the public
in gencral that the MCA
is very important not
only to the Barisan Na-
sional but also to the in-

. terest of the nation.

. “It represents the Chin-
ese in the Government.
But it is quite different to
have'a political party but
pot in the Government.

“It is important that
the Chinesc have a voice
in the Government,” he
added.

Earlier, MCA acting
president Datuk Dr Nco
Yece Pan said the Chinese
community must “con-
tinuc to contribute con-
structively in the causc
of nation-building be-
cause its destiny is in-
tertwined with that of
Malaysia."

Datuk Dr Neo said that
MCA members “must
quickly close the Dbitter
chapter of the party cri-
sis last year.”

“Our cnergy must not
be dissipated through in-
tra-party and inter-party
politicking. In this re-
spect, the MCA is work-
ing to lessen politicking
between component par-
tics of the Barisan Na-
sional.”
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