
PM~~eIIs birthday gathering 
L 
I j 

THE MCA celebrated 36th anni- 
vcrsary with a unity dinner last 
night attended by some 2,000 peo- 
ple. The highlight of the evening 
was the cutting of a birthday cake 
in the shape of a Wisma MCA. 

so is its representation in the Gov- 
crnmcnt. 

Prime Ministe 
chegu&t of 

Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, 
ho~tix7XItthe-biFthday cake wit- 
nessed by his Deputy Datuk Musa Hi- 
tam, MCA life president Tun Tan Siew 
Sin, acting MCA president Datuk Dr _ 
Neo Yee Pan and acting deputy presi- 
dent Datuk Mak Hon Kam. 

Hc said the party has a special place- 
in the Government and that the MCA 
‘rcprcscnting the- Malaysian Chinese 
has a voice in the Government. 

Dr Mahathir told the gathering the 
MCA lcadcr sits next to him in the Ca- 
binct and this is to ensure that he hears 
what the leader has to say. 

“Like when (former MCA leader) Da- 
tuk Lee San Choon was in office, he- 
need not have to shout to me, he only 
need to whisper.” 

Dr Mahathir had the crowd laughing 
with his opening remarks which was 
addrcsscd to Umno instead of MCA 
mctnbcrs. 

The Prime Minister could not help 
but smiled. He. however, was quick to. 
correct himself and began a lengthy 
speech touching on the need of a united 
Barisan Nasional among the compon- 
cnt parties. 

Dr-Mahathir said MCA is an impor- 
tant party within the Barisan Nasional, 

Negotiations 
Rcfcrring to Datuk Dr Neo. hc said: 

“He is still whispering to me contin- 
uously.” 

Touching on the MCA crisis, Dr Ma- 
hithir rcmindcd the party leaders that 
diffcrcnccs could bc sorted out through 
negotiations and trade-off but’ there ‘1; 
must bc no one party out to crush the 
olhcr. B, i 

Hc urged them to abide by the spirit 
of the joint.agreement and reconcile. 
’ The Prime Minister said he still re- .._....__ - 

cctvcd tclcgrams from 
certain quarters but de- 
clincd to elaborate. 

“I appeal to all compon- 
cnt partics not to do an- 
ything to open the 
wounds which we have 
lcdiously tried to heal,” 
hc added. 

Earlier. Datuk Dr Neo 
callcd,for less politicking ’ 
in’thc country Bnd it is in 
this’dircction that the 
MCA and Gcrakan is set- 
ting up a joint council: 

“It is vital that both 
partics, reduce their 
arcas of differences and 
incrcasc their areas of 
co-opcralion, particular- ’ 
1y among the grassroot 
Icadcrs.” .I.,,... 

Hc said the joint ‘coun- 
cil of the two parties 
within Barisan Nasional 
would be able to bring 
about amicable reso- 
lution of diffcrcnces bc-- 
twccn both parties and 
help consolidate the un- 
ity of Barisan.: 

Also p’rcscnt ‘wqrc 
lcadcrs and rcpresenta- 
tivcs of other component 
partics: ‘.-. I I 
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