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By P. GUNASEGARAM 
BUSINESSMEN should 
not set up too many com- 
panies in existing are55 
of business a5 this will re. 
suit in their market 
shares being reduced to 
very small levels, Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad sai’d 
.in Petaiing Jaya..-ye’s- 
terday. ., 

In an apparent refer- 
ence to companies which 
had obtained large gov- 
ernment contracts, espe- 
cially telecommunica- 
tions contracts, he said 
established companies 
should rather bring tn 
new partners from 
among companies al- 
ready in the same line. In 
this way they would be 
able to avoid competition 
among themselves in ex- 
psnding.or trying to get 
customers. 

Dr Mshathir said that 
the more than $2.3 billion 
cable-laying contract for 
the Telecoms was split 
into four portions worth 
$636 million each because 
of the large size of the 
contract. Even so. there 
were many who were un- 
happy with the award of 
the contracts to four BU- 
miputera firms, he ad- 
ded. 

Although the firms 
were Bumiputeraswned, 
there wa5 no reason why 
they should deal only 
with the government and 
only with other Bumipu- 
tera companies, he ad- 
ded. 

“Their success should 
not depend on their Bu- 
miputera status but on 
their efficiency and abi- 
lity. After all, gov- 
ernment contracts are 
not going to be forthcorn. 
fng forever,” he said. 

He urged, others not to 
be envious of companies 
which have become BUC- 
cessful. 

Dr Mahathfr &tid the 
country was experienc- 
ing a communications 
explosion and an efficient 
and smooth system was 
.necessary to process in- 
formation. A good tele- 

lions to have an efficient 

telecommunications sys- 
tern. A good telecommun- 
ications system is neces- 
sary for development to 
take place,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir was 
speaking 5t the !aunch- 
trig of Rimman lnterna- 
ttonal Sdn Bhd. a subsi- 
diary of Kumpulan AK-g 
which is headed by pro- 
minent businessman Da- 
tuk Abdul Karim Ikram. 
Rimman provides com- 
puterised mapping and 
drafting facilities and is 
said to be the first com- 
pany to offer such facili- 
ties in the region. 

Datuk Karim, who is 
also Rimman managing, 
director, said that the 
firm will provide Bina-’ 
fort, one of the four corn- 
panics awarded the Tele- 
corns cable-laying 
contract, with facilities 
to prepare 30,ooO techni- 
cal drawing5 in a year 
without having to employ 

extra draughtsmen 
If the drawings were to 

be prepared in the con- 
ventional way, the firm 
would require 120 
draughtsmen. which 
could lead to problems of 
management especially 
since draughtsmen were 
tn short supply. 

The computerieed 
mapping system was ob 
tained from Butler Com- 
puter Graphics of 
Denver, United States, 
which has carried out si- 
milar work for variou5 
US telephone companies. 
The system cost $1.7 mil- 
lion. 

Rimman $111 act as 
South-East Asian ager& 
for the system. 

Besides reduci’ng the 
number of draughtamen 
needed, the computerised 
mapping system would 
also reduce errors In 
drafting work and avoid 
wasteful man-hour5 
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