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‘wanted everyone to recognise and ap- |

mvauATuummMrun, yat, — | ;
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
$ian system of parliamex);:::
tary democracy and
declared that it is important '

hamad has hailed the Mala

rgp———

to both the people and the

- Government,

Launching the c‘el,ebrations to :

mark 25 years of Malaysian Parlia-
ment at Parliament House, the ;
Prime Minister said the system |
had greatly helped to develop the ‘;
country and protect the rights of |
.everyong,. including the minority. -

He was proud of the system and 1
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preciate it, adding that it had been nur- '

tured and preserved to become a linch-
pin of stability.

He gave the assurance that the Gov-
ernment would hold firm to fair princi-
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ples, particularly in the case of r_ninpri- .
ties, as enumerated in the Constitution.

“Democracy gives freedom, but not

- to the point'that it ruins us. That is why'|
the communist party is not allowed in

this country.

“They planned to. ixse democracy' to

- wrest power so that they could use the

power to-eliminate democracy.

“The act 'of banning the-communist
party ‘is undemocratic on the surface,
but the aim is to preserve democracy.”"

He did not-deny that there were limi-
tations inthe country's democratic sys-
tem, but reminded the people that they
were unavoidable in a plural society
like Malaysia's.- ¢ -

“The people, especially the younger
generation, must realise-these limita-
tions so that they will not be easily
misled by certain grgips who-always.
take the opportunity’io gauge the free--
dom we practise according to the free-
dom practised’jn other countries.” .

' ", He said Malaysians

‘need not feel insulted!

‘nor apologetic just be:

;cause their\democra:*

‘tic system differed

from those practised
in other countries.

“What is important is

that thissystem gives the,
choice to. the people to
elect-the Government
‘and the Government is
- not giventhe right to rule
! dictatorially”. : ‘

“The interpretation of e

-democracy varied from
“one country to another,
he said, adding that there
were couniries which
claimed to be democra-
tic, but instead practised
. autocracy: s
+ There are others which
are too democratic in
rterms of freedom, to the
" extent that the rights of
;minorities are threa;
itened, A

’ Appre‘ciqﬁqn, . ;

“There is no ideal de-
/mocracy which is com-i
plctely flawless in this
world. All democracies,!
‘whether in the West or in|
the East, in'developed)
countries or in develop-!
ing countries, have flaws. ‘}
Our system is to suit the!'
situation in our country.”:

The: Prime Minister
sald no one in the world,
‘could say that Malaysian:
elections did not give the|
freedom of choice.

“There. has never been;
a time when the ruling
party won'100 per cent of;
the seats contested. The,
Opposition. also! gets' its:
places. If its numbers’

'is the ‘choice of the peo-
ple e e
" Parliamentary “demo-’
cracy, said; the :Prime;
Minister, had enabled the;
country ‘to have 'strong’

| foundations in social and:

'security developiment.
* “We .have' managed to
enact the National Edu:
cation Policy, implement
-projects, particularly in:
rural ‘areas, and over-
come threats to national;
security from withim and:
without,” " S
However, based on the
experience of the May 13
incident, he said the Gov-
ernment realised that un-
limited freedom could

not be'practised in a

plural society like Malay-
sia's, e EL a0
Therefore, the demo-|
‘cratic  system -had: been;
readjusted to suit the re-

‘quirements and needs of

the comniunity.
“We found that unlimit-

-ed discussion, accusation
rand ‘provocatlonby irre-
iSponsible people could |
fan racial feclings and

cause.tension imong the |
Jpeople., 2 :
“With this awarencss, '
we have disallowed sen-

sitive issues to be debat- |
ed” T .

He reminded Malay- -
sians that the democratic
system was introduced
for their benefit and that
they should strive for its °
prcscrvagtion. .

“No.sysicm: is good:
only because of itsclf. The.
system and thosc practis-
ing it must act rationally
-. beforesomething good
can cmerge from that-
particular system.” . .

'Dr Mahathir cxpressed
‘his appreciation to past
‘lcaders who -had fought
for independence as well”
as former MPs and State
Assemblymen, including;
‘those froin' the Opposi-
tion, who hd played vital
roles in ensuring the con-
tinuation of parllagggn-
tary.democracy. =7
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