—_—

vren

MAHATHIR- PROPERTY ‘ “}; (E)

BM s :

KOTA KINABALUy APRIL 4. (BERNAMA) ~- PRIME MINISTER [DATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR MOH DAY DENIED HE HAD ANY PROPERTY IN SABAH. AND o

CHALLENGED THOSE MAKING THE ALLEGATION TO COME OUT WITH A STATEMENT
IN PUBLIC INBTEAD OF CARRYING OUT A WHIBPERING CAMPALGN.

- +1 DARE THOSE CLAIMING I AM CLOSE TO DATUK HARRIS (SALLEH)
(SABAH'S CHIEF MINISTER) BECAUSE I MAVE A LOT OF PROPERTY IN SABAH
TO OPENLY MAKE THE ALLEGhTIONBv+ HE SAID WHEN ADDRESSING ABOUT 5+000
PEOPLE IN KAMPUNG PIMPING 'IN MEMBAKUT, 8% KM FROM HERE.

+WE WILL SEE WHETHER THEY DARE MAKE THE ALLEGATIONS IN PUBLIC
AND ARE BOLD ENOUGH TO FACE PROBECUTION»+ HE SAID, .

IN HI8 8PEECHs DATUK BERI DR MAMATHIR TOUCHED ON THE CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FEDERAL AND SABAH GOVERNMENTS SINCE THE
BERJAYA PARTY CAME TO POWER IN THE STATE IN 1974.

DATUK S8ERI DR MAHATHIR'S WIFEy DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA DR SITI

HASMAHY AND DATUK HARRIB AND HIS WIFEy DATIN RUPILAHy WERE PREBENT AT
THE FUNCTION. : ,

-~ MORE .
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THE PRIME MINISTER BAID RELATIONB BETNEEN THE FEDERAL AND SABAH
GOVERNMENTS WERE CLOSEo UNLIKE NHEN THE STATE WAS UNDER THE USNO

ADMINISTRATION,.
+THE FEDERAL. GOVERNMENT IS VERY SATIEFIED WITH THE BERJAYA

'GOVERNMENT» AND THE CLOSBE RELATIONSHIP HAS ENABLED BOTH SIDES TO
DIBCUBE VARIOUS MATTERS.+

DURING USNO'S TIMEs THE RELATIONBHIP BETWEEN THE THO GOVERNNENTB
WA +COLD+ AND LEADERE OF THE STATE THEN WERE ABROAD MOST OF THE
TIME, HE BAlD, NAMING ENGLAND AND LEBANON A8 THEIR FAVOURITE VACATION
DESTINATIONS, '

- DATUK BERI DR MAHATHIR BAID UBNDG LEthggoztEN GAVE PRIORITY TO
BELF~INTERESTS, OVER' THE INTERESTS OF TH '

HE 8AID THAT: JUBT BEFORE BERJAYA TOOK OVER THE ADMINIBTRATION,

THE STATE GOVERNMENT: WAS ON THE VERGE OF BANKRUPTCY AND HAD TQ BELL
178 AIRCRAFT AND. HOUEEB.'-- MORE
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DATUK BENI Dﬂ MAHATHIR BAID NO ONE COULD osuv THAT BERJAYA WAG
REGPONBIBLE FOR DEvELOPING BABAH INTO NHAT "IT WAS NOWy THE RICHEBT
ETATE IN THE COUNTRY.

THE PRIME MINISTER EXPLAINED To THE GATHERING NHV THE ETATE
GOVERNMENT ALLOWED LABUAN TO BE TURNED INTO A FEDERAL TERRITORY,

HE BALD THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DID NOT HAVE ANY BENEFIT FROM THE
HANDING OVER OF LABUAN BUT IT UNDERTOOK TO DEVELOP THE ISLAND TO MELP
EASBE THE BURDEN ON THE BTATE GOVERNMENT WHICH COULD NOW CHANNEL FUNDE
THAT WOULD NORMALLY MAVE GONE TO LABUANSTO OTHER AREAS IN THE B8TATE.

DATUK BERI DR MAMATHIR DISMISSED. AL x[ATIQNs OF BERJAYA BEING :
UNDEMOCRATICy BAYING THE CURRENT STAT LECTRAON WAS SUFFICLENT RROOF
THAT IT WAS DEMOCRATIC BECAUSE 172 PERBGN HAD' BEEN GIVEN THE CHANCE
TO BYAND AS REPREBENTATIVES OF oppasrvxguaeaar:ea AND A8
INDERENDENTE AGAINBT 48 BERJAYA CANDIDATEEY .

HE 8AID THAT UNDER THE USNO. INIBTRATrONv THERE HAD BEEN CABES
OF PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATEE NOT‘ CHING OMINATION CENTRES TO HAND IN
THEIR PAPERS, ==~ MORE \ W o -
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR: WHO IS ALSO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 'BARISAN
NASIONAL» SAID THE BN WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT BERJAYA WHETHER THE
PARTY WON OR LOST IN THE ELECTION.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT COOPERATE WITH ANY OTHER PARTY
BECAUSE +WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE HONESTY AND RESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE
OF BERJAYA.+

WHEN USNO WAS IN THE BNs THE PARTY CARRIED OUT VARIOUS MEASURES
WHICH SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DONE BY ANY COMPONENT OF THE BN, HE SAID.

+USNO HAD STABBED US IN THE BACK»+ HE SAID. -~ BERNAMA
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