> DENIES OWNING ‘A
A

By KALIMULLAH
HASSAN

KOTA KINABALU, Thurs.
— Datuk Seri Dr_Mahathir
Mohdfnad dismissed allega-
tions that he owned “a lot of
land” in Sabah and stressed
that a victory for Berjaya in
the State election was cru-
cial if the “good” Sabah-Fe-
deral Government relation-
ship was to continue.

The Prime Minister and
Barisan Nasional chairman
added that the United Sabah
National Organisation
-(Usno) would ngver be ac-
cepted back into the Bari-
san hecause ‘“‘they stabbed
us in the back.”

Dr Mahathir was address-
ing a crowd of more than
5,000 at Kampung Pimping,
about 100km from here, on
his one-day trip to Sabah to
help Berjaya in the State
clections for which voting
will be held on April 20 and
21

Among others present
were Datin Seri Dr Siti Has-
mah, Berjaya president and
Sabah Chief Minister Datuk
Harris Salleh and his wife,
Datin Rupiah.

LA

Dr Mahathir said that "
some oppositign parties,
which he did not name, had
been spreading allegations
that he was close to Datuk
Harris “because I have a lot
of land in Sabah.” .

“I challenge these people
to say this openly instead of
whispering about it in the
villages.

“We will see whether

they dare make the allega-
tions in public and are bold
enough to face prosecu-
tion,” he said.
_ Dr Mabhathir praised Ber-
Jaya for the development
the party had brought to Sa-
bah since it came to power
in 1976 and the close rela-
tionship between the State
and Federal Governments
since then.

“Before 1976, Usno ruled
and it did nothing. Its
leaders were more intent on
showing off, flying every-
where 1n planes funded by
the Government,

- “l  often -wondered

" whether Sabah was being

ruled from Lebanon or Lon-
don as the Usno leaders
spent so much time in these
two places,” he said.

‘_Dr‘,'Mahathir said the
State’s coffers were almost

- empty when Berjaya took

over tl}e Government. “But

Ibl;JdV: §abag is the richest
aic 1n the country,”

added. (" he

He also said that when he
had visited Sabah in 1976 as
hdu(;auon Minister, he had
received a “very cold. re-
ception” from the Usno Go-
vernment.

“But since Berjaya came
to power, we (Federal
leaders) are always given a
warm reception, like today.

“Our relationship has im-
proved tremendously and
only if Berjaya wins can
this relationship be main-
tained,” he said.

He added that the Federal
Government would not co-
operate with any other par-
ty because “we are familiar
with the honesty and re-
§p0n§'1ble attitude of Ber-

laya.

VD’ IN SA

He also dismissed allega-
tions that Berjaya was “un-
democratic,” pointing out
that the current State elec-
tions was sufficient proof
that it was democratic be-
cause 172 people .had been
given the chance to stand as
representatives of opposi-
tion parties and indepen-
dents against 48 Berjaya
candidates.

He compared the present
situation to what happened
during the days when Usno
ruled Sabah. “Anyone who
opposed them was jailed.
Even during elections,
many candidates did not
reach the nomination
centres,” he said as cries of
Kepayan, Kerayan — the
infamous jail here where
prisoners and Usno’s oppo-

.nents were held — filled the

atr.
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