
By KALIMULLAH 

HASSAN 

KOTA KINAUALU. Thurs. 
Datuk Scri Ddahathir 

-iinad cl 1sm1ssed allcga- 
t,“ns that he owned “a tot of 
land” m Sabah and stressed 
that a victory for Berjaya in 
the State election was cru- 
cial if the “good” Sabah-Fe- 
dcral Government relatwn- 
shin was to continue. 

The Prime Minister and 
~arlsan Nasio”al chairman 
added that the United Sabah 
National Organisation 

.(lJsno) would never be ac- 
ccnted back mto the lhiri- 
son he~ause “they. stabbed 
US ,n the back.” 

Dr hlahathir was addrcss- 
ir,g a crowd of more that1 
5 000 at Kampung Pimping, . . 
about 1OOkm from here on 
tlls onc-day trip to Sabah to 
help llcrjaya m .thc State 
elections for which votmg 
gy;1t be held on April 20 and 

Among others present 
were Datin Seri Dr Siti Has- 
mah, Berjnya president and 
Sabah Chief Minister Datuk 
Harris Satleh and his wife, 
Datin Kuoiah. 

Dr Mahathir said that 
some oppositipn parties, 
which he did not name, had 
been spreading allegations 
that he was close to Datuk 
Harris “because I have a lot 
of land in Sabah.” 

“I challenge these peo 
to say this openly instea 2 

le 
of 

whispering abotrf it in the 
villages. 

“We will see whether 
they dare make the atlega- 
tions in public and are bold 
enough to face prosecu- 
tion,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir praised Ber- 
jaya for the development 
the party had brought to Sa- 
bah since it came to power 
in 1976 and the close rela- 
tionship between the State 
and Federal Governments 
since then. 

“Before 1976, Usno ruled 
and it did nothing. Its 
leaders were more intent on 
showing off, flying every- 
where m planes funded by 
the Government. 

“I often wondered 
whether Sabah was being 
ruled from Lebanon or ~,on- 
don as the Usno leaders 
spent SO much time in these 
two places,” he said. 

D?Mahathir said the 
State’s coffers were almost 
emnty, when Berjaya took 
over me Government. “But 
now, Sabah is the richest 
State d.in the country,“-he 
adde 

He also said that when he 
had visited Sabah in 1976 as 
Education Minister, he had 
received a “very cold\ re- 
ception” from the Usno Go- 
vernment. 

“But since Berjaya came 
to nnuinr 
le 

*‘.- ‘Federal 
; Piven a 

r”“CL’ w= i, 
aders) are always 

warm reception, likeyoday. 
“Our relationship has im- 

Proved tremendously and 
O*JY If Berjaya wins can 
thts relationship be main- 
tained.” he said 

He added that the Federal 
Government would not CO- 

operate with any other par- 
ty because “we are familiar 
with the honesty and re- 
sponsible attitude of Ber- 
iavx ” 

He also dismissed allega- 
tions that Berjaya was “un- 
democratic,” pointing out 
that the current State etec- 
tions was sufficient proof 
that it was democratic be- 
cause 172 

t7 
eople had been 

given the c ante to stand as 
representatives of opposi- 
tion parties and indepen- 
dents against 48 Berjaya 
candidates. 

He compared the present 
situation to what happened 
during the days when Usno 
ruled Sabah. “Anyone who 
opposed them was jailed. 
Even during elections, 
many candidates did not 
reach the nomination 
centres,” he said as cries of 
Kepayan, Ke ayan - the 
infamous iai .P here where 
prisoners and Usno’s oppo- 
nents were held - filled the 
air. 
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