We have been let down by the
Commonwealth, says Mahathir

'

less

"S hAR .'AO '

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. _

Malaysia has come to the bit-
ter realisation that it will
have {o fight for itself after
having been betrayed by
lofty sentiments - and the high
ideals of international
friendship, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said
tonight.

Declaring Malaysia's extreme
disaffection with the Common-
wecalth, the Prime Minister called
it a “creature of the past” that had
once lulled the country into a mis-
taken belief of the selfiessness .
among nations.

Speaking at a dinner in honour of Bri-
tish Prime Minister Mrs Margaret
Thatcher. he said:
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“Malaysians are by nature sentimen-
tal and they value friendship and com-
mon history even though some epi-
sodes may not be palatable to them.

“But almost 28 ycars of independence
have also taught Malaysians a great
deal. The lesson that they have been
forced to take to heart is that the world
rcally cares very little for sentiments.

“Over and over again this lesson has
been hammered into our hecads.”

Hypocrisy

Dr Mahathir implied that the pater-
nal concern expressed by the world
powers 1o the less-developed countries
belied an overriding priority of na-
tional sclf-interest.

“Kven now we are being taught that
sentiments, friendship, past associa-
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tions and the rest have very little to do’

with the relationship between nations
~or groups of nations.”
"He censured the decadence of the
Commonwecalth and its underlying hy-
pocrisy. He said Malaysia had been let

~~down by the bloc of States in the former

British Empire and that its interest in
it had almost dissipated.

“The word Commonwealth implics a
certain sharing of wealth between
members. We took it quite literally at

first.

“But we have since found out that the
Commonwealth has nothing to do with
wealth commonly owned.”

He said an inverse

order of impor-

tance existed between rich and poor na-
tions, with the poor as neglected as
they would be on their own. :
“The fact that the poor cannot pay as
much has nothing whatsoever to do
with the wealth available in the Com-
monwealth.

- “Malaysia had not
decided to cease its

membership although |

it “relegated the Com-

"monwealth to fourth

place in order of prior-
ity in its foreign rela-
tions.

“I am not saying thls as
an appeal to resuscitate
the Commonwealth and
its ideal. The Common-
wealth as originally con- |

¢ civcd isa crcalurc of the |

‘past.”
The Prime Minister re-

" ferred to the “hitches and

glitches” in Malaysia's
relations with Britain
and hinted that it would
_not attempt to extract

'sympathy in order to get

what it wanted.

“We have the usual ma-

. ¢hinery, for negotiations
and Malaysia will not re-
surrect past associations

~in order to influcnce the

results of any negotia-

tions." -
Malaysia must be

pragmatic, posscss tena-.

city and singlencss of
purpose, he said. With
these qualities it should
ignore external criti-
cism,

“Weliveina pragmatlc

and rather calculating-
world and Malaysians,

like everyone else, must

‘appreciate” and apply’

pragmatism if thcy are
to prosper or, at-least, to
survive.

“We will not be deterred by
-adverse criticisms of our in-
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ter

uustriaiisation programmc
or of our political system o
of our economic policies.

“In the final analysis it i
the hard-headed executive:
who make the decisions, no
the self-appointed experts.”

Despite the bad Press
“there is no dearth of forexg:
entreprencurs to invest o1
bankers- to lend. Indeed the
banks are forever askmg us
to borrow. .

“There are not too many
good borrowers these days.

“We do not want to be ob-
liged to anyone. What we do
for ourselves, including the
cultivation of friends, will.in
the final analysis be in the in-
terest of our nation.”

Dr Mahathir listed Ma]ay
sia's concern in its ties with
London, chief among which
was the trade imbalance,
especially in invisibles,

Justice

He appreciated Britain's
support for Asean's position
on Kampuchea and joined in
4 condemnation of the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan.

He expressed support for
the Palestinians and blamed
the “biased view of the West™
for having “made it an m
tractable problem™.

“The West should under-
stand that justice and fair
play would do more for peace
than the desire to atone for
past anti-Semitism.”

He cautioned against the
continuing nuclear arms
race and reiterated ihe Ma-
laysian lobby to apen up the

. continent of Antax ctica to all

nations,
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