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KUALA LUMPURy MAY 24 (BERNAMA) -- DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD .
CREATED A GREAT IMPRINT ON THE LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL
SCENE THROUGHOUT LAST YEAR» ACCORDING TO AN ARTICLE IN ASIAN SURVEY
== A UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA JOURNAL REVIEWING CONTEMPORARY ASIAN
AFFAIRS.

THE PRIME MINISTER KEEPS SUCH A TIGHT CONTROL OVER GOVERNMENT ‘
AFFAIRS AND MATTERS THAT A CIVIL SERVICE RUMOUR HAS IT THAT +IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO FELL A TREE IN KUALA LUMPUR WITHOUT HIS Psanxssxon+'
ADDS THE ARTICLE.

THE ARTICLE WRITTEN BY DR ZAKARIA MAJI AHMAD, THE DEPUTY
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES (ISIS) MALAYSIA» SAYS THAT LAST YEAR MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN
THE BEGINNING OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S PRIMACY IN
MALAYSIAN POLITICS.

IT ALSO MARKED THE MARRIAGE OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS IN A MORE
INTERTWINED PUBLIC POLICY CONTEXT MADE POSSIBLE BY THE NATURE OF HIS
STYLE AND LEADERSHIFP.

THE ARTICLE SAYS THAT DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR'S EMPHASIS IN
ECONOMICS IS NOT NEW BUT THE POLITICAL BASIS AND IMPACT OF HIS

THINKING ON NATIONAL DECISION-HAKING ARE GIVEN A VITALITY LAST
YEAR.~~MORE
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ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE. IN 1984, THE HAND OR THINKING OF DATUK
SERI DR MAHATHIR WAS CRITICAL IN THE AGRICULTURAL POLICY GUIDELINES
AS WELL AS THE MID~TERM REVIEW OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN AND THE
1985 BUDGET.

IT ALSO SAYS THE PRIME MINISTER’'S IMPRINT ON FOREIGN POLICY
CONTINUED UNABATED THROUGHOUT LAST YEAR, HIGHLIGHTED BY HIS VISITS
TO BOTH INDUSTRIALISED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

IT REFLECTED HIS DESIRE TO INCREASE TRADE AND INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITIESy SOUTH-SOUTH RELATIONSHIPS AND TO EXPAND TIES WITH
NON~-TRADITIONAL COUNTRIES.'

THE ECONOMIC THEME IN MALAYSIAN FOREIGN POLICY NAS STRESSED MORE
LAST YEAR AND THE GOVERNMENT EXHORTED ITS DIPLOMATIC SERVICE Y0 GO
BEYOND ITS TRADITIONAL POLITICAL ANALYSIS ROLE AND MOVE TOWARD
SELLING MALAYSIA.

THE PRIME MINISTER'S IMPACT IN THIS AREA IS ALSO REFLECTED IN

HIS THEME OF +EQUALITY+ AMONG NATIONS IN AN INTERDEPENDENT
WORLD.~-MORE

. 1347MST 24 05 a5

D193
U E234 AAE
MAHATHIR - SURVEY 3 KUALA LUMPUR

MALAYSIA'S CALLING FOR THE RECOGNITION OF ANTARCTICA AS A COMMON
HERITAGE OF MANKIND AND THE BETTER APPRECIATION IN THE WEST OF ISLAM
AS A MODERNISING FORCE SHOWED HIS EXERCISE OF LEADERSHIP IN
INTERNATIONAL THINKINGs IT ADDS,

~_THE ARTICLE SAYS THE DEVELOPMENTS OF 1984 HOLD PROMISE FOR THE
FUTURE BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE YEARS OF EXCESSIVE PUBLIC
SPENDING ARE LESS LIKELY TO RECUR AND THERE WILL NO LONGER BE AN
+ERA OF FREE LUNCHES+ (REFERENCE TO A: STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER

~ WHO SAID THERE 1S NO SUCH THING AS A FREE LUNCH). -- BERNAMA
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