
Minister expressed fears 
today that some Umno 
members were likely to 
cross over to “another7par- 
tv” should Umno be beaten 
iit elections,, 

“We already have proof 

disturbed b such “uii~ 
healthy” tren B 

Party members and Ma- 
lays in generd, he added, 
should learn to make sacri- 

leaders were bought over 
when the ruling party lost 
in a recent elechon.” 

He was, he said at the 
opening of his Kubang Pasu 

Dr Mahathir reiterated 
that he was repared to step 
down (as mno president) rp 
if party members felt he 
was too old to carry on as an 
e@tive leader. 

up from now to strive to im- ’ 
prove their, living Stan- ’ 
dards, we might lose re- 
spect among the other races 
and end up as a backward : 
community. ,. 

“I am already 60 years 
old... ” he said.,“,. . . I will 
abide by the decision of the 

“Today ‘is the 39th anni- 
versary of Umno’s .forma- . . . 
Uon and we must now seri- 
ously start working to main- , 

. tain the solidarity of’ the 
maJonry. you nave my as-. party,” headded. _. 

,, .v,*,, . b,1.*(x* ..y .,, *d.4?L...l. . . s ‘. 

fices for the good of the 
party in order to unite and 
strengthen Umno. 

Members should ‘always 
be preqntred to withdraw as 
candi ates for postttons 
within the party if they 
thought their participation 
would cause harm, disunity 
or chaos within the party. 

“There will be no more 
trouble ln the party and we 
will be able to unite and 
work collectively to win the 
next general election agatn 
if members are sincere, ’ he 
added. 

He said Umno members 
should stop .considerinR 
Umno “as a wmning horse 
and join the party just for 
personal gain. 

“Many members are. out 
to win 
dreams o f  

ositions with 
becoming As- 

semblymen or MPs m the 
next general election,” he 
said. “I am worried that 
such a trend will only see 
the party’s downfall.” 

&‘&ce that I will not hold 
a grud e but will fully sup- 
port fl w oever’is chosen to 
replace me.” * 

Dr Mahathir said that a 
leader could only ‘be effec- 
tive if he had the support of 
the majority.. 

“And, it- is only pro 
P 

er 
that any leader who has ost 
the support of the people 
should sten down. 

“There-is no uoint in us- 
ing unhealthy tactics such 
as vote-buyine and hurline 
accusationb.” Y 

Dr Mahathir also ex- 
ressed 

8 
regret that some 

pposition parties had 
abused the democratic con- 
ceptoftbecountry 

He also calledan the Ma- 
lays to be more independent 
mstead of rel ing 
Government a Y 

on the 
the time. 

“In countries like Fin- 
land, Norway, Denmark and 
Sweden, the people try as , 
far as ossible not to turn to 
their overnments for help Q 
but this attitude is the re- 
verse in Malaysia. 

“Unless the Malays stand ( 
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