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KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 16 (BERNAMAS -- DAT\JK,SERI DR MAHATHIR 

MOH&tt+ TODAY STRESSED THE URGENT NEED FOR MALAYSIA TO HAVti-- 
KcRoELEcTRoNICS ExPERTxsE ~(3 VENTURE INTO HIGH-T,ECHNOLOGY 
INDUSTRIES. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAI'D THE MICROCHIP WAS A VITAL COMPONENT IN 
THE REGULATION OF MECHANICAL OPER4TIONS. 

+AS LONG AS WE DO- NOT MASTER KNOWLEDGE OF MICROCHIPSJ WE WILL 
NEVER BE ABLE TO ENTER FIELDS LIKE THE COMPUTER FIELD AND ROBOTICS,+ 
HE TOLD REPORTERS AFTER OPENING THE MALAYSI-AN INSTITUTE OF 
MICROELECTRONICS SYSTEM (MIMOS) HERE. 

HE ALSO SAID THE SUCCESS QF EFFORTS TO TURN MALAYSIA INTO A 
NEWLY-INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRY CNIC) DEPENDED ON THE INITIATIVE OF 
ENTREPRENEURS Tc) VENTURE INTO HIGH-TECHNOLOGY FIELDS. 

THE GOVERNMENT COULD ONLY PROVIDE THEM ENCOURAGEMENT AND 
SUPPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE BUT CQULD NOT FORCE THEM INTO THESE 
FIELDS. 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID MALAYSIAN ENTREPRENEURS AT PRESENT 
WERE NDT BRAVE ENOUGH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTclrR 
FULLY LIKE THEIR CUUNTERPARTS IN JAPAN AND SOUTH tii?‘REA, AND THEIR 
ACTIVITIES WERE MOSTLY CONFINED TQ TRADITIONAL AREAS. LIKE HOUSTNG 
AND PLANTATIONS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO SAID MJMCS WAS SET UP TO ?IPGRADE , 
MALAYSIA’S tiNOWLEDGE IN MICR0ELECTRONICS. 

HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH MALAYSIA lSAS THE. PIGGEST PRODUCER ?lF 
MICROCHIPS AFTER JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES, THE COUNTRY 8T.lLt 
LACkE@ t(NCI\JLEDGE IN THIS FIELD. 

THERfZFORE THROUGH MIMIC: F THERE Wr:tl!LD BE GREATER !JNDEf?“:TANt:TNG QF 
MI.‘:F!OCtiIP PRODUCTION.3 HE ADDED. 

THE XNSTITUTE b1OULD ALSQ DETERMINE WHETHER MALAYSIA C!?tiLD EFSTGN 
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TOWARDS THIS END? MIMOS WOULD PROVIDE COURSES ON 
,:;;;;;LECTRONICS FOR GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS AND THOSE FROM THE PRIVATE 

REPLYING TO A QUESTION ON ‘THE EFFECTS OF THE ,NATION’S DEPENDENCE 
ON THE ELECTRONIC INDUSTRYI DATWk SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID FLUCTUATING 
DEMAND’ FOR MICROCHIPS .WAS NORMAL. 

UTILISATION OF MICROCHIPS WAS BECOMING WIDESPRiAD AND THEIR 
DEMAND WOULD INCREASE AS EXPERTS DISCOVkRED ,MORE’USES FOR THEM. 

THE PRIME MINISTER DENIED THAT THE MICROELECTRONIC INDUSTRY 
FLOURISHED IN THE COUNTRY DUE TO WHAT WAS SAID TO BE AVAILABXL4TY OF 
CHEAP LABOUR. 

HE POXNTED OUT THAT’MALAYSIA’HAD TO COMPETE WITH CHINA WHICH 
OFFERED’ CHEAPE.R LAB&R. 

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR EARLIER SIGNED A MEMORANDUM OF 
COOPERATION ON BEHALF OF MIMOS WITH TilREE FIRMS7 FROM BRITAINI 
SWEDEN AND ITALY. 

THEY ARE ERICSSONI MARCONI DAN’ TELEFONAKTIEBOLAGET. 
HE SAID A SIMILAR MEMORANDUM WOULD BE SIGNED SOON WITH TWO FIRMS 

FROM JAPAN. 
MIMOSv SET UP AS A UNIT UNDER THE PRIME MINlSTER’S~DEPARTMENT~ 

BEGAN OPERATIONS ON JAN t, THIS YEAR. -- BERNAMA 
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