‘Go beyond housing,
ubber and oil palm plantmg

'KWI&TLAQLWIJ% Sat. —
Malaysia may never enter
the world of sophisticated
manufacturing technology if |
enterpreneurs continue to ‘li-\
“mit themselves to housing,
‘planting rubber and 011-

palm. .
"Malaysxans are-not very ent r-
prising. This is my sore point,” Da-
tuk Seri Dr:- Mahathxr Mghg_r@__d
saidToday.
“Our entrepreneurshlp here is limit-
ed to housmg. plantmg rubber trees
and oil palm.”
‘But when it came to manufacturmg

particularlv products using new and
sophisticated technology, Malaysians
were usually uninterested or unwilling
to participate.

*“If Malaysians don’t want to manu-
facture, then we will remain an.under-
developed country and will never be-
comeé an NIC (newly mdustrialised
country)." -

He pomted out the.example of entre-
preneurs and manufacturers in NICs .

" such as Taiwan, Hong Kong and South
Korea. who were producing all kmds of
high téchnology goods.

“We nced entrepreneurs like them.”
Dr Mahathir was speaking to news-
- men after visiting the Malaysian Insti-

tute of Micro-Electronic Systems (MI-

MOS).

The Government could provide all

long as we 'don’t’

‘have’the: knowledge.g
. we will never be able .
- to enter thenew manu- '
facturing areas such-
. as cornputers, robotlcs :

and;bionics.”

One .0 he steps taken i
alaysian en- '
| trepreneurs in-obtaining .|
‘the proper and latest so- |
phxstlcated techmcal;,}.
B knowledge and expertisé

" is the establishment. of- !

j to - assistiM

MIMOS. =~

MIMOS, which started
operations in January as

-a unit in the Prime Minis- -
: j ter's Department, organ-

ises seminars,: courses

| and workshops for engin--
eers and scientists in all :
sectors. It also conducts .-
research and develop- '

ment for both public and
private organisations '
and companies involved -
in micro-electronic work !
for domestic andinterna-
|tional use.

! The institute, given a
launching grant of $5 mil-
Jlion, also aims at en-

icouraging and support- .

ing the creation of new
“micro-electronic-based
mdustries.

| | Mukmg our own
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‘On: the possxbxhty tha.t

Malaysia could ‘become
overly dependent on'the .

electronics industry,

which suffers from con-

stant- fluctuations, Dr !

Mahathir,said ‘demand -

for’ e)ectromc goods 4

would"always exist as
long:as people could™
think of: new -and-innova-.
tive ways: of uhhsmg
them. "

“This is an mtelhgent

"industry and it depends
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|

\

on how people use micro- -

electronic devices.
“There is no limit to hu-
man intelligence. If peo-
ple. can think up more’
uses for them, then. there
will be bigger demand.”
At the same time how-
ever, workers’ employed
in the electronics in-
‘ | dustry face msecurlty

- with mcreasing automa ;

‘tion.
Dr Mahathir said there

(would naturally. be ‘less .

‘demand- for ‘manual. la-
! bour when companies au-

“tomate their productlon .

lmes
However, there are

;other related and manu-

facturing industries

‘further-down the line .

‘which will be able to sus-

jworkers>who are dis-
‘placed by automation.

< itain employment of these

kinds of incentives, back-up services as
well as the infrastructure necessary
for the new technology manufacturing
sector, “but we cannot literally pull the
entrepreneurs by the neck and force !
them and tell them, here you must .
- manufacture:this.™ - 7. : n

He admitted however, that thile
‘Malaysxa was the: ‘third largest pro-:
“ducer of micro-chips’i---after; Japan
and the United States — its knowledge
in terms’ ¢f research and desrgn was
still rather shallow.

“We need to know exactly what we
are doing so that we .can d051gn and
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