KUALA LUMPUR, Friday

'DATUK Seri Dr M Mahaﬂu:.l\dohamad‘created A
l«

[a great imprint on the local and’ internatior
[polmcal scene throughout last year, acc
tto an article in Asian Survey — aUni g
{California (UCLA) journal - reuewm onte;
‘porary Asian affairs. - -

‘The Prime Minister keeps. such a tigl
trol over govemment affairs and matters that’
civil service rumour has it that “'it is. 1mpossxbl
‘tofell a tree in Kuala Lumpur w1thout'hls per
_mission,” adds the article. :

.The article - written by Dr Zak 1l
Ahmad, Deputy Director-General:
stitute of Strategic and International Studic
(ISIS) Malaysia, says that last year might'we
have been the beginning of the consolidation
the Prime Mmlster's pnmacy m Malaysm
politics. -
* It also marked the mamage of economics?
and politics in a more intertwined public poli
context made possible by the nature of hi
and leadership. :
F The article says that Datuk Sen' D
‘Mahathir's emphasis in economics is not.new
‘but the political basis and impact of his think-:

v

v1ta11ty last year."

'Malaysia- Plan and the 1985 budget. *

It also says the Prime Minister's imprint on -
foreign policy continued unabated throughout

.  last year, highlighted by his Vvisits to both i I
| dustrialised and developing countnes.

I reﬂected hls desu'e to increase trade
: and investment opportunities, South-South

-relationships and to expand t1e :
tradltlonal countries.. p‘ ? Mth o

thIn-.,

leadershxp in mtematxonal ﬂunkmg,.
'ghe artu:lef says:the-developments: of 198

'ing on national declsxon-makmg are nge Fa

. According to the artlcle, in, 1984 the hand.
or thinking of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir . was
i critical in the agricultura) policy guidelines as .
| wellas_the Mid-Term Review of the Fourth .

exercise
dds.

rthe’futu ¢
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