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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. — Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad called upon Muslims to
spend Hari Raya in gratitude and
to forgive the thankless among
them who seem sworn to destroy
the peace.

Dr Mahathir said in his Harl Raya ad-
dress: “Liet us create a thankful society m
Malaysia... the feeling of indebtedness (to
God) will make us Muslims pious and
stcadfast in the belief of Allah.” )

“Unfortunately a-small number among the
rakyut refuse to humbly accept the blessings of
peace, stability and harmony.

“Instead, they divide the people by blowing up
pelly concerns ‘and behave recklessly, without
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“For most of us, who chcnsh brothcrlmcss
and harmony, let us stretch out a hand of friend-
ship to these who feud and urge upon them the
humility and gratefulness of returning to the
community of Islam,” hc said on nation-wide
radio and television.

*Let us togcthcr be thankful not only in
praycr but in thinking for a moment about
God's gifts every day of our lives.

“Thinking about what we have will enable us
Lo compare ourselves with others and scc our
advantages and disadvantages,” he said.

Muslims have the absence of war'and cala-
mity the most to thank for, he said. Malaysia
wis lucky to be spared of hunger and suffering.
“Its people are not oppressed or fettered and
lllleldu«ll rxghts, whxch do not infringe on so-

eietv. octe hc said.
Méanwh llc. ‘I'hose who become

proud, snubbing what'
others take as good for-’
tune, signal the break-
down of civilisation and"
. progress in any -society,
he warned.
*They “refusce to be
thankful for the free
practice of Islam in this
country despite’its non-
Muslim half, the numer- -
ous places of wdrship, the
pre-eminence of Islam in
this country and, most
" hypoceritically, refuse to .
be thankful with the ef- -
forts to implant Islamic
_ valuesinto thc running of
© the country.”
“But the Government
" has the majority of the
people and the ummah to
thank for in their aware-
ness that unity is the ba-
. sis for-fulfilment in this
cworld and®in’ thc her-
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