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- ~“.._L THAT THE GOVERNMENT’S ECONOMICPOLICY NObI IS T0 ETB’LliiE”-A 
ZMALL D?)T PE’:?DIICTIVE FARMING COMMUNITY SKILLED IN HANDLING MCDERN 
T E i: H N 0 L 0 G Y . 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS POLICY REQUIRED ONLY A SMALL NUMBER 
QF FARMERS BUT THEY MUST BE OF CALIDRE AND HAVE GREAT POTENTIAL FOR 
PRODUCTIVITY. 

HE WAS SPEAKING AT THE QPENING 0F THE $1.1 MILLION SERI MEDAN 
INTEGRATED AGRICULTURAL SERVICES CENTREy 22 KM FROM HEREv WHICH 
PR’jVIDES SERVICES T0 2,500 FARMING FAMILIES IN SERI MEDAN AND THE 
SURROUNDING AREAS. 

THE CENT.REr AMONG OTHER THINGS5 
CLASSRO’jM 1 

IS EQUIPPED WITH A WORKSHOPY 
STAFF QUARTERS AND A CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND. 

IT IS PART (5F THE INFRACTURE SERVICES UNDER THE WEST JOHOR 
INTEGRATED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME WHICH COVERS THE 
DISTRICTS c7F PONTIANI JOHOR RAHARU, BATU PAHAT, KLUANG AND MUAR. -- 
MORE 
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DATUIZ SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID AGRICULTURE IN MALAYSIA WAS 
UNEFFECTIVE AND UNPRODUCTI.VE. 

+THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES WHICH HAS rjNLY FIVE PER CENT OF ITS 260 MILLION POPULATION 
INVOLVED IN AGRICULTURE AND YET Ii-f IS ABLE TI:, PRODUCE FOOD NOT 0NLY 
F!?R ITS c7WN CONSUMPTION BUT ALSQ FOR EXPORTI+ HE SAID. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHAT.HTR WANTS THE FARMERS Ttj CHANGE THEIR ’ 
4TT:TUDE AND TO BE HADRWORKING AND DISCIPLINED TO BE ABLE TO COMPETE 
WITH THQSE IN THE UNITED STATES, 

+WE WANT THE NUMBER OF FARMERS IN THE COUNTRY TO SE REDUCED RUT 
THEIR PRODUCTIVSTY MUST INCREASE TO MEET LOCAL NEEDS AND TO PRODUCE 
MORE FOR EXPQRT,+ HE ADDED. 

ON SERI MEDAN? HE SAID THE CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS WERE 
AWARE OF THE FROBLEMS FACED BY THE RESIDENTS AND WERE WORKING TU 
OVERCQME THEM THROUGH THE WEST JOHOR INTEGRATED PROJECT. -- MORE 
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HE SAID THERE WAS A POSSZBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD SPEND 
$2013 MILLIQN Tc7 FURTHER DEVELOP THE PROJECT SN THE SECOND PHASE. 

JOHOR MENTERI BESAR DATUK ABDUL AJIS AHMAD SAID THE STATE ! 
’ GOVERNMENT HOPED THAT THE CENTRAL GQVERNMENT WOULD,BE ABLE T0 GIVE 

ITS SUPPORT. SC7 THAT THE SECOND PHASE 0F THE PROJECT COULD PE 
IMPLEMENTED DURING THE FIFTH MALAYSIA PLAN PERIOD FOR THE.BENEFTT i!F 
ib,OOO RESIDENTS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER LATER VISITED PARIT SASRI TO MEET THE PARIT 
SULUNG UMN0 MEMBERS BEFORE FLYING E\ACj(’ TO JOHOR BAHARU. -- QERNAtjA 
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