
JOH’ORE ILltu, P r~ 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr M;ikh 

- 

. A .mxT7 m--t - Prime He said rumburs used to be spread by the na- 

-- -athir‘ 
tion’s enemies and foreigners but unfortunate- 

_ 

ly, now, Malaysians were doing it themselves. ’ I 

& today ,dismissed ru- These people, he added, had only personal 

mours of a rift betw;een him and his motives for spreading the lies, which include 

deputy, Datulk Muss Hitam. 
painting a wron 

k 
picture of the state of the 

country’s econom such’that it,has affected bu- 
He said there was “no problem”.between 

him and Datuk Muss and described such 
talk as mere rumour-mongering by the 
“enemies of the people.“, 

There was “no basis” for such rumour, he said 
on arrival at the Sultan Ismail Airport fo,r his 
first official visit to Johore since becoming 
Prime Minister. i 

Dr Mahathir said Datuk Musa’s absence dur- 
ing his two-day visit .to the State should not be 
misinterpreted. t 

“I am now in Johore but DatukMusa, is not. He 
just happens to be overseas at the moment. 

“This should not be misconstrued as someth- ., 
ing wrong between us. When there is work to be 
done, it has to be done, and if he. has to be Over- 
seas, then he just has to be. There should not be. 
any other interpretation to this fact.” 

Dr Mahathir also said that his official Visit to 
the State had been delayed simply because 
there had been other urgent matters he had to 
attend to. 

“I,am visiting Johore as part of my duties as“ 
Prime Minister but I have also had to visit for- 
eign countries. This has therefore’delayed my 

&nes&s.’ ‘.. ) - 

He alluded to’the recent massi He alluded to’the recent massive withdrawal 
of depgsits from Public Bank as ;dll w of depgsits from Public Bank as an example of, 
malicious rumours\ which ,, adversely malicious rumours\ which ,, adversely affected , 
the people.,. L :** . ,‘, 

YWhat I haye, said is 
important and I am, being 
very frank. I have’xnoth- 
ing to hide and the Dkonle - - 

Dr Mahathir#so urged the people not to lis- : should refraifl from mah- 
ten to unfounded allegations and rumours that) ‘ng wrong InterPretad 
usom~‘ people !,tnd so-and-so” were involved in tlOIlS Of any situation in, \ 

corruption. 
the country,” he said. 

r “W&<is t&k ,cmnot .be l&d&I;‘&J’&ill kti-!‘, .&$~m~~~~~y” ; 
: matelyz<come~<‘ouf. Lies qmlt3&iefit “anyone, Datin Serl Dr Slti Has:’ 

least of. all the.people;::he told’,i4i~~~~~~.-’ :tiah. was met by Menteri. 
_ _-- . rPV..? .e 

:~oPle’~2nembers of the ” ;e-xzting, channels”to’ ,Beqar Datuk ,Ajlb Ah-. 
Darfsan .Na&onaf ,,co&’ !. mad; Executive Councll- 
poneiit parties L, 

-.:solve:$our , .problems’.G.nd 
who ,flnd,‘out-the tt%Ith.nf’ a@’ ” lors and State leaders of 

had twned”:out to,. greet !  itmatter, instead orresort- the Barlsan component, 

him at the airPort.- ting to spreadlng*.lles.. 
: ptiies 

‘We should, be ‘disci-. / “We are responsible for ‘. His motorcade’&- 
Plined and not believe 
unfounded rumours.** 

in ‘making this system Of 
: I channels work because 1 

,ceeded to Johore Baru. 
greeted by thousands’ of 

: Dr Mahathir said-there flag-waving sclioolchll- 
were established :ckan- 

’ ’ we are the ultlmate,bene: 

nels through ‘which the 
ficiaries of such a SYS- dren who lined the 24-ki- 

People could voice ,their 
teml.If we don’t, .then we j lometre Johore Baru- 

will ;alsq be the’ ones to ! Senai highway. 
frustrations, fear&J and j Gguffer.” 
questions. The Prime .Minister 

-- said his statement and 

, no other hidden reason.” State of Johore, but also 

Dr Mahathir described the rumour-mongers 
“We shodld use these. to the whole country. .- . 

as the “enemies of the people” ,and urged the 

In town, Dr Mahathir 
went on a walkabout at 
Jalan Segget to meet the 
people. An estimated 
40,000 -people turned out 
to meet the Prime Minis- 
ter-%. 

ofFlcia1 visit to this State. 
“This is the simple reason behind it - there iS 
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