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By KALIMULLAHHASSAN
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —

,Prlme Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said today

that the Government is open-
minded but would not divulge
secrets “just for the sake of

_divulging” them.

“We do not hide unless we have
reasons (to do so) and are taking
steps to overcome a certain prob-
lem,” he said. “When it is no long-

“er a problem, we will reveal ever-
- ything.”

Dr Mahathir was responding to
former Prime Minister Tun Hussein

- Onn’s call to the Government to be -

more “open” in,matters of national
interest. ’

“I do not- sce what is not open
now,” said Dr Mahathir after chair-

i ing a mecting of the Umno Supreme
Council. “In any Government, cer-

tain things have to be keptrsccrct.

- The same applies to our country.”
And, he added, even if some infor- -

mation was not listed as secret

there was no reason why the Go- -
vernment would have to disclose it
if it jeopardised government efforts’

to see justice done.
“We cannot divulge for the sake
of divulging,” he said. “We do not

want to be trapped like certain Wes--
¢ tern countries which reveal ever-'

. ything and finally find that their ac-

tions work against them. This we

" will not do here.”

On Tuesday, Tun Hussem in ap-
parent reference to the Bumlputra
Malaysia Finance loans affair, said
the Government was too reluctant

- to impart information,

He said the people would lose con-
fidence in the Government if they
thought information was being de-
liberately withheld. Tun Hussein
said the fpeople were educated
enough to form their own opinions.
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