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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. — The big-

gest political challenge confronting

the six-member Association of South-

East Asian Nations (ASEAN) today is

the Kampuchean question, the Prime

Minister said this morning.

Unfortunately, he added, of late
there had béen a lack of response to
the initialives from Ascan and he
called for patience.

(Asean has proposed indirect dis-
cussions or “proximity talks” among
the parties involved in the Kampu-
chean conflict but Hanoi has repor- .
tedly rejected the plan).

“We must continue to exercise pa-
tience. At the same time, we must con-
tinue to be pro-active, to consider
every possibility, and to work with
determination and creativity in our
tireless search for a just, productive
apd viable political solution — a solu-
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tion that will be just, productive and
viable in the long term as well as in
the short run,” Datuk Seri Dr Ma- -
hathir Mohamad said. -

The Prime Minister was opening
the 18th Asean Foreien Ministers




meeting at the new Shangri-La Hotel. -

The two-day meeting, which is held
under tight securily unprecedented in
the history of the 17-year-old organi-
sation, is attended by the Foreign
Ministers of Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philippines, Singapore, new member -
Brunci and host-nation Malaysia.
Also attending the meecting as an ob-
server is Papua New Guinea’s For-
eign Minister John Giheno.

The Deputy Prime Minister of FIJI,
Mr Ratu David Toganivake, is a spe-
cial guest at the invitation of the Ma-

laysian Government.

The Prime Minister said it was Ma- .
laysia's view that for a just, produc-
tive and viable solution to the Kampu-
chean problem certain imperatives
would have to be mel.

“First, the sufferings of the Kampu-
chean people must be ended while
Thailand’s security must be ensured.
This is basic,” he said.

“Then, there must be a Government
of national reconciliation and the
Kampuchean people must be provid-
ed with the opportunity to excercise
their right of self-determination and
to ensure a State of Kampuchea that
is sovercign and independent. This ob-
viously means that finally foreign
troops cannot be on Kampuchean
s0il.”

However, he said, the only guaran- )

tee of a viable solution lay in the rea-

sonable accommodation of the inter-
est of all the parties to the dispute.
“Those who neglect the lessons of
history may be condemned to repeal
them.
“Lect us not forget Geneva. Let us not
forget that true peace, true stability,

true security are dynamic processes .

which have to be sustained over time.
«As much as the other States in the

Indochinese peninsular and, indeed,

everywhere else desire 1o live free
and independent in their own home-
land, so do the Kampuchean people.”

Dr Mahathir said tlrat for a settle-
ment to be productive in terms of
long-term peace, security and stabi-
lity in South East Asia “it is essential
we understand that our concern must
not only be with the short-run but .xlso
the longer torm future of the region”.
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“We should aspire to a
solution that is proveca-
tive of no power. We
should aspire to a politi-
cal solution which estab-
lishes the ground rules
for the game of peace in
South-East Asia, which
establishes the principle
that there must be re-
spect for each other’s in-
dependence and territor-
ial integrity, which
establishes the principle

of nen-inteference in.

each other’s internal af-
fairs and which estab-
lishes the principle of pa-
cific settlement — the

living rule that all dis-’

putes be resolved by pea-
ceful means.”"

Dr Mahathir said a so-
lution te the Kampu-
chean problem should
also enhance the pro-
spects for the realisation
of Zopfan (Zonc of Peace,
Freedom and Neutra-
lity).

“Such a just, preduc-
tive and viable solution
is, unfortunately, nol at
hand,” he said, adding
that while Aseusn must
strive to bring abeul a
seltlement, Vietnam
must be made to realise
the need Lo engage in a
meaningiul dialogue

with the six-member

grouping. and with the

parties concerned.

“It is time for Vietnam
to respond constructive-
ly to the Asean ap-
proaches.”

He also dwelt at length
on trade — a topic that
ranks high on the agenda
for the Ministerial meet-
ing which will be fol-
lowed by talks with
Asean’s six dialogue
partners: the Eurepean
Economic Community,
the United States, Japan,
Canada, Australia and
New Zealand.

On the economic front,
Dr Mahathir said that for
along time Asean “never
had it so good”.

He said that although
the 70s was a period of in-
ternational economic
turmoil, it was also one of
economic opportunity.

While many countrics
did badly, Ascan
member nations per-
formed “exceedingly
well” emerging as the
fastest growing region in
the world.

“..the days ahead are
by no means dark. But
the skies in the rest of. the
80s threaten much rain
and many storms.”

Dr Mahathir warned of
the growing tide of pro-
tectionism and more bla-

Mahathlr

tant commodity market
manipulation which de-
manded that Asean act
with resolve “and where
necessary, in concert to
keep the open doors from
being closed”.

He urged Asean to
break the stranglehold of
institutions created by
market manipulators for
themselves.

. “In a fast-changing in-
ternational environment
we must continue to be
quick of foot, able to re:
spond at the (;ovprmncn
tal level and in the pri-
vate sector to market
changes and product de-
mands.”

He also reminded
Asean to ensure that the
solution of the economic
tensions between the Un-
ited States and Japan
was not at the expense of
its member nations.

“Then, of course, we
must continue to find the
means by which econo-
mic co-operation within
Asean can be taken in
new directions and to
new levels.

“Malaysia, togcther

‘with the other States of

Asean must continue to
ensure that Asean re-
mains the focus of our at-
tention and the corner-
stone of our foreign
policy,” the Prime Minis-

“ter added.
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