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SUMI STAKE IN PROTON NifT NrJWv SAYS DR M 

Fs- 9 
SHAH ALAM? JULY C; ~BER’4AMA ES) -- DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR 

1’ .H~~fl4D DOES NOT AGRES Tc-(AT ALL THE SHARt.Y LN PtRUkiAHAA~OtiO8fL . 
F’~513NAL SON BHD !FRC!TON> BE ALLOCATED TO f3UMIPUfERAS. 

F! E SAID ALTHOUGH PROTON WOULD SUBSCRIBE FULLY TO THE OBJECTIVES 
(:- '?IiE NEW ECONOMIC POLICYI THE GOVERNMENT WOULD INITIALLY ACT AS 
“‘pf:;?EE FOR ?HE EUMIPUTERAS THROUGH THE HEAVY INDUSTRIES CORPORATION 
< r. , ! ?"ALAYSZA !HICOM). 

T:iIS WAS .IQ VIEW OF THE HIGH RISKS INVOLVED~ HE SAID WHEN 
L'iL!NCHXNG THE PROTON SAGA AND OPENING THE 1550 MILLION PROTON PLANT 
tj:::RE TODAY. 

?HE SHARES WQULD SE DISfRIBUTED TO BUMIPUTERAS THROU6H SPECIFIC 
CHANNEL!;r HE ADDED. 

+I WISH TO REMIND THOSE WHO FEEL THAT THE ENTIRE EQUITY SHOULD 
r-‘!: frJ BUMXPUTERA HANDS THAT NOT ALL BUSINESSES ARE PROFITABLE.+ 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IF 100 PER CENT OF THE SHARES WERE 
Ai-1.9tfED TO RUMIPUTERASv THEY STOOD TO LOSE IO0 PER CENT IF THE 
.’ ?b:I’ANY SUFFERED LOSSES. 

+A SHREWD BUSINESSMAN WOULD SPREAD OUT THE RISKS, EVEN MORE SO 
i.f’iF:Q PROFITS HAVE NOT BEEN ASSUREDI+ HE SAIb. 

DATUK SERl OR MAHATHIR ALSO SAID IT WAS NOT THE GOVERNHENT’S 
7’ITENTION TO PUT LOCAL CAR TRADERS OUT OF BUSINESS WITH ITS ENTRY 
: ‘lTC1 CAR PRODUCTION, 

+THE COUNTRY WILL NOT BENEFIT IF SUCH A BIG BUSINESS AS THE CAR 
TriAL7E SUDDENLY COLLAPSESI+ HE SAID. 

HE SAX0 THE GOVERNMENT’S ENTRY INTO CAR PtANUFACTURING’ WAS TO 
r?‘3’.‘IDE FURTHER BCOST TO THE TRADE? SO THAT NEW TRADERS WOULD HAVE A 
;I wwx 0F VENTURING INTO THE FIELD WHILE EXISTING ONES COULD EXPAND. 

i’,gfUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS AWARE THAT LOCAL 
!:5;: ASSEMBLY FIRMS FELT THREATENED BY THE NATIONAL CAR PROJECT AND 
.j’: :,uCH WAS GIVING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP HARKET THE PROTON 
.? ‘, :‘; .I_ 

THIS WOULD ALSO HELP CREATE A NETWORK OF SALES AGENTS 
i IROUSHOUT THE COUNTRYI HE ADDED. 
- -BERNAMA ES 
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