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KUALA LUIIPURI JULY 1.2 (BERNAHA) -- PATUK SERS OR HAHATHIR ~ 
tlOHAMAO,HAS URGED LOCAL CAR DISTRI6UTO>S TO PRODUCE CAR COMPONENTS 

-THE PROTON SAGA 
-- HALAYSIA’S OUN CAR -- BESIDES ENCASING IN THEIR NORHAL ACTIVITIES. 

THE TIME HAD COME FOR THE LOCAL CAR DISTRIBUTORS TO ALIGN 
THEHSELVES TO PRESENT DAY NEEDS AN0 DIVERSIFY THEIR BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES FOLLOWING THE IHPLEHENTATION OF THE NATIONAL CAR PROJECT, 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID AT A DINNER HOSTED BY THE HALAYSIAN MOTOR 
TRADERS ASSOCIATION HERE TONIGHT. 

THE GOVERNHENT, HE SAID, HAD IDENTIFIED COHPONENTS PLANNED FOR 
PRODUCTION LOCALLY FOR THE PROTON SAGA UNDER THE LOCAL CONTENT 
PRO6RAl’lHE WHICH WAS THE HAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE NATIONAL CAR PROJECT. 

DATUK SERI OR HAHATHIR HOUEVER ADVISED TH.EH NOT TO BE HASTY IN 
THE NEW VENTURE. 

THIS WAS BECAUSE WHAT WAS BEING GIVEN PRlORITY WAS NOT ONLY THE 
ABILITY TO PRODUCE COHPONENTS WHICH HET THE QUALITY REBUIREHENT BUT 
ALSO TO PRODUCE THEH AT LONER COST SO AS NOT TO HIKE THE PRICE OF 
THE PROTON SA6A. -- HORE 
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THE PRIME #INISTER 6AVE AN ASSURANCE TO THE ASSOCIATION THAT THE 
INVOLVEtlENt OF THE COVERNHENT IN CAR MANUFACTURING WAS NOT AIHED AT 
PUTTING THE BRAKES ON BUSINESS CARRIED OUT BY EXISTING MOTOR TRADERS. 

THEIR ACTIVITIES, HE SAID, WOULD NOT BE HAHPERED BECAUSE EDARAN 
OTOMOBIL NASIONAL SDN BHD {EON), THE DISTRIBUTOR OF THE PROTON SAGA* 
UOULD GIVE THEM OPPORTUNITY TO SELL THE MALAYSIAN CAR. 

THEREFORE, THEY COULD CONTINUE TO DISTRIBUTE CARS WHICH DID NOT 
COMPETE WITH PROTON SAGA WHICH DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID COMHANDED 
ONLY ABOUT 30 PER CENT OF THE PASSENGER CAR HARKET IN THE COUNTRY AT 
PRESENT. 

ON THE EFFECT OF THE NATIONAL CAR PROJECT ON THE OTHER SECTORS9 
DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID THAT THE GOVERNRENT IN DRAWING UP THE 
NATIONAL CAR POLICY TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION THE OVERALL ECONOHIC 
INTERESTS AND THE INDUSTRIALISATION PROCESS. 

HE REITERATED THAT THE NATIONAL CAR PROJECT WOULD RESULT IN 
VARIOUS SUPPLEMENTARY BENEFITS AND LINKAGES TO THE DOHESTIC ECONOHY. 
-- MORE 
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THE k3ENEFfTS INCLUDED OPPORTUNITIES TO LOCAL CAR COHPONENT 
PRODUCERS TO STEP UP PRODUCTION AND THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY. 

ON THE PROFIT MARGIN ENJOYED By THE SELLERS OF PROTON SAGA* 
DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID THAT IN DETERHININ6 THE PRICE OF THE 
MALAYSIAN CAR- THE GOVERNHENT TOOK INTO CONSLDERATION THE SYSTEM OF 
CONTROLLING THE PRICE JUST LIKE THAT OF THE OTHER CARS ASSEMBLED IN 
THE COUNTRY. 

THE PROFIT HARGIN ENJOYED BY THE DISTRIBUTORS OF’THE PROTON SAGA 
WOULD BE BASED ON THEIR EFFICIENCY AND THE NUH6ER OF CARS SOLD. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE HOPED THAT DISTRIBUTORS WOULD WORK 
HARD TO HARKET THE PROTON SAGA JUST LIKE THEY DID FOR THE OTHER 
CARS. 
-- BERNAflA 
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