51bil project in advanced
stage of planning

By K. VIJig‘AN |

TAIPING, Thursi<- A new East-
West railway line linking Cukai in
Terengganu with Port Klang is be-
ing planned, the Prime Minister
announced today.

The new line will pass through the Kuala
Lumpur Railway Station and the major
towns in Pahang. It will also be lmked to
the Kuantan Port.

The new Bukit Tinggi Federal Territory will
«1s0 be included in the list of new stations.

The Bast-West line will facilitate easy travel
to the Kast Coast States.

Passengers from the north w(mtmg to go to
the Kast Coast by train now have to travel all
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the way to Gemas in Johore and catch a train to
their destinations.

The new East-West link is also likely to prove
a big boost for domestic tourism.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohama.d explained

that<thisTiew Tasl-WestTine was necessary be-
cause of the rapid development taking place in
the East Coast States, particularly following
the discovery of oil off Tercengganu.

He added that to reduce the burden ‘that
would have Lo be borne by the Government,
parts of this new linc would be privatisecd.

He said new railway stations to be built in the
towns in Pahang, through which the linc would
pass, would have restauranis, shopping arcades

and a hotel.

The tracks would
run below these sta-
tions and not along-
side as in the exxstmg
stations.

He was confident that
the new line would en-
hance economic activi-
ties in towns along the -
route. ‘

Opening the centenary
celebrations of the Ma-
layan Railway, the
Prime Minister also
spoke of several mo-:
dernisation programmes
for it, including the intro-
duction of clectric trains.

Services

Hc described as “inevi-
table” the introduction of
clectric trains in view of
the development and pro-
gress taking place.

Malaysia is rich in hy-
dro-clectric power and

gas which can be exploit-
cd for the clectric trains.

ialso help check air pollu-
tion, he added.

i Financial constraints
had hindered® Malayan
Railway’s modernisation
programme but this did
not mcan that .the Gov-
crnment was neglecting
its responsibility because
the railway was the best

the people, the Prime
Minister said.

To attract more
passengers, Dr Mahathir
advised Malayan Rail-
way to advertise and po-
pularise its services.

Transport Minister

i Tan 8ri Chong Hon Ngian
later said thatl the East-
West line project was in a
“very advanced” stage of
planning and was ¢xpect-
cd Lo cost $1 billion.
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