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KULIM, Fri. — Prime
Minister Datuk-Scr
Dr Mahathic Mabg-
Tl today called on
the Malaysian busi-
ness community,
which he described as
“immitlurc in many
ways”, to grow up and
act responsibly.

He said it should stop
“playing “games and real-
ly do business” if it did
not want to be left behind.

He said that while the

Government was trying -

to become sophisticated
in its administration and
policies, the response
from the community was

not up to requircments at .

the present stage of deve-
lopment.

"We cannot scl up an
organisation to do so-
mething just to have so-
mebody come along to
spoil it," he said.

DR MAHATHIR

He said the Malaysian
husiness community was
peculiar in that it was
fond of “playing games”.
It was even childish in
some of its actions.

Just as children des-
troyed the toys thcy
played witll, some mem-
bers of the business com-
munity destroyed certain

ponsfbly, and stop playmg game<

pcned

Datuk Scri Dr Ma-
hathir was specaking at
the opening of the Mar-
coni (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
factory at the Industrial
KEstate.

Also present were Da-
tin Seri Dr Sili Hasmah,
Kedah Menteri Besar Da-
tuk Paduka Haji Osman’
Arolf, Energy, Telecom-’
munijcations .and Posl
Minister Datuk Leo Mog-
gic, Depuly Foreign
Minister Encik Kadir
Sheikh Fadzir and De-
puty Defence Minister
Datuk Abang Abu Bakar.

Productivity

The Prime Minister
said cveryonc must play
his role in ensuring a sta-
ble cconomic elimate. ‘

Workers should not
only think of getting
higher wages all the time |
bul should also work to
increase productivity.

Thev should remember

organisations set up for
their benefit. ‘

“We gave them the.
Commoeoditiecs Exchange
and they played with it
and in no time destroyed
it,” he added.

"Now they are playing
with the Kuala Lumpur
Stock Exchange.”

He said initially these
people used the KLSE as
A gambling place by scll-
ing sharcs worth onec
ringgit for about $25.

“I would like to warn
people that this'is not bu-
siness. Trying to play
with the KLSE is not bu-
siness,” he said in what
he himsclf described as
“stinging remarks.”

The Prime Minister
siiid the Government
knew what was happen-
ing in the KLSE.

He said if Malaysian
businessmen did not buck
up they were likely to be
lcft behind and they -
should not blame the
Government if this hap-



that if their -demands
were oo great, it would
drive inveslors away. Ul-
timately, it would create
maore jobless Malaysians.

He said when demand-
ing for higher wages,

they should not only -

think about themseclves
but also about the future
peneration including
their children. Unless the
investment climate was
good, investors, both lo-
cil and foreign, would not
set up industrics here.

Il the investment cli-
mate was good then more
industrics would be set
up and their own children
would benefit later as

there would be more job

opportunitics availablc

later. o
He also said managc

ment should :ﬂways ha.v;
a close rclationship thd :
workers and undcrstanld
their necds. Th.cy Sbout .
not allow the situation Lo
reach a level where coR-
frontation” would resuit.

Management should not

. be arrogant.

“He said the Gov-
ernnient had a'duty to en-
surc that investors were
given all the help neces-
sary as this was to the
benefit of Malaysians.

The Prime Minister
said Marconi's invest-
ment herc was an cxpres-
sion of confidence in the
country’s economic and
political stability.

He said there were
many such factories
coming up all over the
couniry demonstrating
that Malaysia was politi-
cally’ and cconomically
spund.

He said there was ther-
¢fare no reason for an-
vone to have doubts
about Malaysia. It is a
stable nation with a prag-
nmatic approach towards
investment whether for-
cign or local, added the
Prime Minister.

Dr Mahathir was later
toured the factory.
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