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.‘Act remonsibly, and stop playing g&me5 
Bv A. KATHIRASEN 

KULIM, Fri. -Prime 
Minister aa5lllr-Scti 
i)t* Mah;Ithi.~~~- . ,___-_.... -.- 

JIM today called on 
the Malaysian busi- 
IICSS community, 
which hc dcscribcd as 
“illllllitturc in many 
ways”, to grow up and 
;1(4 responsibly. 

1~~’ said it should slop 
pl;lying “games and rcal- 
ly do business” if it did 
not want to bc left behind. 

Hc said that while the 
Govcrnmcnt was trying 
to bccomc sophisticated 
in its administration and 
politics, the response 
from the community was 
not up to rcquircmcnts at 
the prcscnt stage of dcvc- 
lopmcnt. 

“WC cannol SC1 up an 
organisntion to do SO- 

mcthing just to have so- 
mcbody come along to 
spoil il.” hc said. 

DR MAIIATHIR 

HC said the Malaysian 
business community was 
peculiar in that it was 

fond of “playing games”. 
It ~~1s cvcn childish in 
sonic of its itCtiOllS. . 

Just as children dcs- 
lroycd lhc toys they 
pl;iyc!d ih;itl\, some mcm- 
bcrs of tly business com- 
munity destroyed cerlain 

pcncd. 
Datuk Scri Dr Ma- 

hathir was speaking at 
lhc opening of the Mar- 
coni (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd 
factory at the Industrial 
l!Ma1c. 

Also prcscnt were Da- 
11n Scri Dr Siti Hasmah. 
Kcda h Mcnlcri Bcsar Da- 
tuk Paduka Haji ,Osman’ 
Aroff. Energy. Tclecom- 
munications .and Post 
Minister Daluk Leo Mog- 
gic. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Encik Kadir 
Shcikh Fadzir and Dc- 
puly Dcfcncc Minister 
Datuk Abang Abu Bakar. 

Productivity 
The Prime Minister 

said cvcryonc must play 
his role in ensuring il sta- 
blc economic climate. ’ 

Workers should not 
only think of getting 
higher wages all the time 
but should also work to 
incrcasc productivity. 

‘I’hcv should rcmel~i&- 

orgamsalions set up for 
their bcncfit. 

“WC gave them the. 
Commodities Exchange 
and they played with it 
and in no time dcstroycd 
it,” hc added. 

“Now they arc playing 
with the Kuala Lumpur 
Stock Exchange.” 

Hc said initially lhcsc 
l)COlllC used the KLSE aS 
;i gnmbling place by scll- 
ing shares worth one 
ringgit for about $25. 

“I would like to warn 
pcoplc that this’is not bu- 
siness. Trying to play 
with the KLSE is not bu- 
sincss,” hc said in what 
hc himself described as 
“slinging remarks.” 

The Prime Minister 
s;kid the Government 
knew what was happen: 
ing in the KLSE. 

He said if Malaysian 
busincssmcn did not buck 
up they wcrc likely to bc 
lclt behind and they 
should not blame the 
Govcrnmcnt if this hap- 



lh;~t it their ,dcmands 
WCt’C 100 gYCilt, it would 
drive investors away. Ul- 
lin>;tlcly. it would crcatc 
nwrc jobless Malaysians. 

Hc said when dcmand- 
111~ for hichcr wages. 
lhcy sho,uld not only 
lhink about thcmsclvcs 
but 4lso about the fulurc 
Kcnc?r:llion including 
their children. Unless the 
invrslmcnl climntc was 
pmd. investors, bolh lo- 

c~:II and foreign. would not 
scl up industries hero. 

if lhc invcstmcnt cli- 
IlliltC Will3 gOOd then more 
industries would bc set 
up iInd their own children 
would bcncfil Iatcr as 
lhrrc would bc more job 

I;ltcr. 
l-112 also s;Cd n%LnWF- 

rncnt should JI~WILYS ha,vc 
i1 clos~ rclntionship ~th 
vgorkcrs and understand 
tllcir needs. They should 
llot t,l~o~ the situation to 
rCi\Ch ~1 lcvcl whcrc Con- 

frontation would result. 

M:rn;\gcmcnt shbuld not 
bc arrogant. 

,Hc said the Gov- 
crnmcnt had a duty to cn- 
sure that investors were 
given all the help neccs- 
si~ry as this was to the 
bcncfit of Malaysians. 

The Prime Minister 
s:lid Marconi’s invcst- 
mct~t hcrc was an cxpres- 
sion of confidcncc in the 
country’s economic and 
polilic;ll stability. 

Hc said thcrc w:crc 
many such faetorics 
coming up all over the 
trounlry demonstrating 
thi\t Malzlysia was politi- 
vally’ :tnd cconomicnlly 
sound. 

Hc said thcrc was thcr- 
cbforc no rcilson for nn- 
yonc to‘havc doubts 
iIbOlJt Malaysia. It is a 
stable nation with a prag- 
m:itic approach towards 
investment whcthcr for- 
cign or local. added the 
I’rime Minister. 

Dr Mah;rthir was’ later 
toured the factory. 
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