
PM ‘anhbu 
date for th 
general election F;LAg&, $,j$i$f$ 

Prime Mi.nistcr an- 
nounccd the date for 
Lhc gcncral election 
hcrc today. 

“The clcctions will bc 
held on the date of the 
clcctions.” hc told dcle- 
giltcs to the 33rd MIC 
gcllcr;ll assembly 
;I midst Aaughtcr. 

Earlier. Datuk Scri Dr 

Ez;c Minister was scr- Lhcm lo work very hard. 

However, as it turned 
out Dr Mahathir was 
mcrcly making some 
lighl.hcartcd comments 
in response to the prcsi- 
dcntial address and prc- 
paring his audience for a 
more serious speech to 
c0111c. 

“Unfortunately, they 
worked too hard. They 
worked too hard in 
trying to cnsurc that 
Lhc~ arc considered as 
candidates and that has 
caused us a lot of prob- 
1c111s.” 

_M;\hathir Mohamad. 
who was iKl%%iiit 
mood. said in a prclubc to 
his official address: 

“I would like to an- 
nounce the date of the 
clcctions hcrc.” and this 
wils grcctcd by thundcr- 
ous applnusc by both 
MlC officials and dcle-, 
gates who, for a moment,1 
rr;illy thought that the, 

Dntuk Snmy Vcllu had 
sitid that the cntirc na- 
tion was awaiting the an- 
nounccmcnt of the date 
for the gcncral election 
which the Prime Minis- 
tcr was continuing “to 
plily CIOSC to his chest.” 

Having “announced” 
the dittc for the clcction. 
Dr Mahathir went on to 
cxpiain how speculation 
of an impending general 
election had come about. 

Hc said it was bccausc 
hc h;\d been constantly 
reminding Umno mem. 
bcrs to prepare for elcc. 
lions. 

“Last year, 1984 and 
cvcn towards the bcgin- 
ning of 1983. thcrc wcrc 
pcoplc who projcctcd 
lhat WC were going to 
hold the clcctions soon.” 

Rcfcrring. to Datuk 
Samy Vcllu’s rcqucst for 
more State and parlia- 
IJlClJtiWy scats for the 
MlC in the next general 
clcction. the Prime 
Minister rcmindcd the 
Malilysian Indian com- 
munity that in addition 
to its disadvantage of bc- 
ing a small community, 
it was also spread over a 
wide area. ; 

Thcrc was not a single 
constituency in the 
country that could bc rc- 
gardcd as Indian-domin- 
;!lcd .%nd thcrcforc the 
Barisan Naslonal faced 
opposition from other 
component parties which 
h;ld grcatcr racial rcprc- 
scntation in the consti- 
tucnccs when it came to 
lhc allocation of scats to 
the MIC. 

“WC already had one 
clcclion in 1982 and after 
one-and-a-half years to 
two years in power, some 
pcoplc thought WC were 
going to hold an clcction 
ilS if an election is so- 
mcthing WC play around 
with. 

Muised 
Dr Mahathir, thcrc- 

TOIT. advised the MIC to 
also ilCCCpt constituen- 
tics whcrc the chances of 
il Hilrisnn Nasional vic- 
tory wcrc not assured. 

“Thcrc is really no rea- 
son for an clcction. 

“They concluded that 
thcrc would be an elec- 
tion soon simply bccausc 
1 urge Umno to be ready 
f,or .nn clcction and they 
took this as an indication 
that an election was 
going to bc held soon. 

“It is the Bsrisan Na- 
sionirl policy to contest 
iI11 stilts and sometimes 
lhc scats whcrc the 
chaticcs arc not so good 
can bc nursed and our 
hopes of winning im- 
1;rovcd thd next time 
itround.” hc said. 

“The reason I asked 
LJmno to bc ready for an 
cicction is our habit of 
working hard only when 
cicctions arc around. 

“If you don’t visit your 
constituencies during or- 
dinary times. the mo- 
ment you arc told that 
the clcctions arc going to 
bc held, you will hurry 
bilck to your constitu- 
tents and ask them what 
they want. 

Dr Mahnthir also 
pointed out that thcrc 
Was a tcndcncy ,among 
the Malaysian Indian 
community to vote for 
lhc Opposition if ils can- 
didatc was an Indian 
contesting a&ainsl a non- 
Indian Bnrisan Nasional 
c:;\ndid;ltc. 

WC cited one such in- 
st;lncc whcrc, hc said; 
lhc thinking i+ppcarcd to 
hi\Ve been that it WAS bct- 
tcr to hnvc an cxtrs In- 
di;ln clcctcd cvcn if he 
was from the Opposition. 

“That WRS why I ask 
Umno to always bc ready 
for clcctions. WC want 

Hc hoped that such 
thinking would ccasc to 
pWVi~il. 
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