PM ‘announces’
date for the
general electlon

MALACCA S(Lt -’9‘
Prime¢ Minister an-
nouncecd the date for
the gencral clection
here today.

“The clections will be
held on the date of the
clections,"” he told dele-
gates to the 33rd MIC
gencral assembly
amidst-laughter.

Earlier, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad,
who was in a buoyant
mood, said in a prelude to
his official address:

“I would like to an-
nounce the date of the
clections here,” and this
was greeted by thunder-
ous applause by both.
MIC officials and dcle-;
gates who, for a moment,:
rcally thought that the,

Prime anstcr was ser-

ious.

Howecver, as it turned
oul Dr Mahathir was
mecerely making some
light-hearted comments
in rcsponse to the presi-

dential address and pre- -

paring his audience for a
more serious speech to
come.

Datuk Samy Vellu had
said that the cntire na-

tion was awaiting thc.an--

nouncement of the date
for the gencral election
which the Prime Minis-
fer was continuing “to
play close to his chest.”

Having “announced”
the date for the election,
Dr Mahathir went on to
explain how spcculation
of an impending general
clection had come about.

He said it was because
he had becen constantly
reminding Umno mem-
bers Lo preparc for elec-
tions.

“Last yecar, 1984 and
cven towards the begin-
ning of 1983, there were
pecople who projected
that we were going to
hold the clections soon.”

“We alrcady had onc
clection in 1982 and after
onc-and-a-half ycars to
two years in power, some
pcople thought we were
going to hold an clection
as if an clection is so-
mething we play around
with.

“There is really norea-

son for an election.
“They concluded that

there would be an clec-

tion soon simply because

T urge Umno to be ready

for ‘an clection and they
took this as an indication
that an clection was
going to be held soon.

“The reason 1 asked
Umno to be recady for an
clection is our habit_of
working hard only when
clections are around.

“If you don't visit your
constituencies during or-
dinary times, the mo-
ment you are told that
the elections are going to
be held, you will hurry
back to your constitu-
tents and ask them what
they want.

“That was why I ask
Umno to always be ready
for elections. We want

~them to work very hard.

“Unfortunately, they
worked too hard. They
worked oo hard in
trying to ensurc that
they arc considered as
candidates and that has
caused us a lot of prob-
lems.”

Referring to Datuk

“Samy Veliu's request for

more State and parlia-
mentary seats for the

‘MIC in the next.general

clection, the Prime
Minister reminded the
Malaysian Indian com-
munily that in addition
to its disadvantage of be-
ing a small community,
it was also spread over a
wide arca. '

There was not a single
constitucncy in the
country that could be re-
garded as Indian-domin-
ated and therefore the
Barisan Na=ional faced
opposition: from other

~componcent parties which

had greater racial repre-
sentation in the consti-
tuences when it came to
the allocation of scals to
the MIC

Nufsed

Dr Mahathir, there-
fore, advised the MIC to
also accept constituen-
cies where the chances of
A Barisan Nasional vic-
tory were not assured.

“It is the Barisan Na-
stonal policy to contest
all scals and sometlimes
the scats where the
chances arc not so good
c¢an- be nursed and our
hopes of winning im-
rroved thé next time
around,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also
pointed out that there
was a tendency among
the Malaysian Indian
community to vote for
the Opposition if its can-
didale was an Indian
contesting againsl a non-
Indian Barisan Nasional
candidate.

He cited onc such in-
stance where, he said,
the thinking appearced to
have been that it was bet-

“ter to have an extra In-

dian clected even if he
was {from the Opposition.

He hoped that such
thinking would ccasc to
prevail.
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