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Hined 1o the MIC Allhou;:,h not a
thajority in any one constituency, In-
dran yoters can form adecisive votng

constituencies, said MIC deputy presi-
den Datuk S, Subramaniam. Election
workers of the Wnited Malays Natignat
Organisation (Umno), lhclu.ulmgp.uly
in the National Frong, recognise Malay-
sian Indiaps gs loyal National Frontvot-
“Lrs.

Onamore |)<.|~.Un dlevel, lndl n po-
fitical observers noge that Samy Vellu
now faced u sell-made predicament.
Within the pdrly he wants to be seen
chatiipioning Indran interests before a
youngdr leader upstages him, abservers
suid.  who recall the cmbarrassing
llL‘Ighl\ reached in 1981 .when the so-
calfed  Samy-Subra (Subrantuniam)
rivalry came g the fore during MIC fac-
lmn@l’hgh(mg '

ThL fear of possiple new rivals, the ob-
servers siapd, prompted Samy Vellu’s
emotional declaration at the partycon-
gross that “'m not afraid to step'down,
but nobody can shut my mouth cten if 1

MALAYSIA :
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I'm sayingyes,no .
Mahathir fails to ease Indians’ fears of discrimination -

By Suhaini Aznam in Kuala Lumpur

n the past few weeks, the Malaysian

Indian Congress (MIC) — Malaysia's
only Indian-based political party and a
component member of the ruling Na-
tional Front — has turned the spotlight
oo alleged hiring discrimination against
Malaysian Indians in government scr-
vice. But Indians attending the 20-21
July MIC annual party congress, who
haped for some assurance that the prob-
lem would be resolved, were disap-
pointed.

Guest speaker Prime Mlmslur Datuk
Seri Mahuthir Mohamad dashed™ their
hopes when he told the congress: “All 1
have to say is yes and everything would
happen. And [ am saying yes. Unfortu:
nately, I can say yes, but nothing will
happen.”™ Because of Mahathir’s un-
characteristically confusing remark, it
ook the delegates several moments be-
fore his message began to hit home and,
even then, the MIC leadership tried to
uterpret it in the best light possible.

"~ Mahathir had  earlier been  dis-
pleased when MIC president Datuk S.
Samy Vellu had aired his gricvances on
the alleged discrinination at a Federal
Territory conference on 17 June when,
as u tull government minister, he had
more private avenues of seeking the

prime minister’s attention. But if the-

prime minister wanted to shaw that voic-
g racial complaints in public would
only hinder their cause, that message es-
cuped the assembly, .

Nevertheless, MIC Iudms sigd llky
were not dlswumbud by " Mahathir’s
words. Samy Yetlu says he ranaing op-
timistic. “He [Mahathir] has taken stock
of our problems. 1 know he likes to'work

quictly. T will now present the cade'tna
*he said, refer-

more acceptable forum,
ring to cubinct channefs.
Although  delegates were
cd the detatled points Samy Vellu had
raised, the party congress this year Wus

remarkable for the L,oo(l hugrour Ihat‘
prevailed, Unlike.previous years wheny
mfighting for party posts hadinchuded-

throwind chaigs ucross the convention
tfloar, this congress concentrated its !
gnergies on Indian cducution, employ-
ment and mvc.:.lmuu — and uqu«.s\s

-for increased l’LplLSLI](.l[l(JI] m the next
celection... .

t the congress, Mahathir tied’ lu
warn the Indiun community against
making  unrcasonable  depands. But
that message too scems Lo have been
lost on the dulu;:,alus Mahathir- had
pokted out that in no constituency did
Indians form a majority - & remark
which stung some Indians. - Mahathir
also belittled the importance of lndlau
votes to the overall Natidnal Front vie-*
tory, said some dclqjalc

Political representation by race tor

Malaysia’s Indians, which “muke up

about 8.5% of the population, is coh-
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disup- -
pointed that Mahathir trad nof address-

T
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do step down,” in fesponse 1o a few
Umno.Youth divisiais which had de.
manded @ public apology from Sumy
Vellu for speaking out on 14 ‘June

- against alleged unfair treatment of In--

dians in the predominantly Malay state
af Kelantan and his allegations about
discriminaion’ against Indiang in_goy-
ernmept ' service. One Umno “youth
lender, "Tamrin Ghaffar, has suggested
Samy VL“U resign as nunister given
lh\\\
late hc[WLL'I\ his parly and mnmston.u
L IUIL\ '
Yet dupllc lis occasional outbursts,”
Samy Veltu is criticised by some Malay-
sian Indians for notstanding up enough
“to Muhathir: 'on a Jfew occasionshe has -
referred dtluctlondlcly to Umno as “big
brother.” And when Mahathir asked
hint how he felt about his (Mahathir s)
spgtth at the MIC annual am.mbly,
Suimy *Vellu assured the prime minister
lh.u ‘we are nol dlbdp])()lnl(.d We have
Jult confidence 1n your leadership and
_aresure lhat you will understand our di-
“lewnma.” Samy Vel has to tread care-
“fylly -with Mahathir op whom he de-
pendssfor hns,pohllml lifc as minister of
Wworks.

Lvén Some non-MIC politicians saw
Samy Vellu as h‘ukpcdalhngb after re-’
ceiving the sharp criticism offered up by
Umno. By speaking out publicly on 17
Junc about- alleged discrimination in
gmcrnmcnl servied and then saying on

28 June thit the matter has been pub-
licly dropped.,-Samy Vellu had done
morce haem thin good (o his cause, saida
National Front MP;

His present posmon was summpd up
by another politician quoting a Malay
saying: Kalau berani jolok sarang te-
buan, mmestilalt berani rasa sengatnya (if
you dare disturb the hornet’s nest, so
must you brave its sting), h |

e
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block in up to 30% of the parliumentary

he seemed lllh\bl(, to dlfl(,ren—.

J
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