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I’m saying +,-no . . 

Mahathir fails to ease’lndians’ fears of discrimination , * 

By Suhaini Aznam in Kuala Lumpur 

I 
II the pust few weeks, the Malaysian 
Indian Congress (MIC) - Malaysia’s 

imly Indian-based lx’lilic;ll party ;ind ;I 
conlponcnt rncmbcr of the ruling Na- 
lion;tl 1:ront - h:rs lurnctl lhc spotlight 
on allcgcd hiring discrimination zg:iins[ 
h4al;tysi;m Indians in govcrnmcnt bcr- 
vice. But Indi;ins attending the 20-21 
July MIC ~IIIILKII pxty congress, who 
I10pcJ for bomc ;1ssur:incc thul the prob- 
km would bc resolved, wcrc disap- 
pointed. . 

Guest spcakcr Prime Ministc$ Datuk 
Scri M;lhathir Mohan!ad d:rshcd-their ___ _ --- .- 
hopes when hc told the congress: “All I 
II:I\T LO s;~y is yes ;md cvcrything would 
h;~ppcn. And I xn saying yes. Unfortu- 
n;lLely, I Gin say yes, but nothing will 
h;~plxn.“ ~ccause Of Mahathir’S un- 
~h;1ract~rist1c~1lly confusing rcm;1rk, it 
took the d&gates scvcral moments be- 
furc his mcssag began tv hit home and, 
cvcn then, the MIC Icadcrship tried to 
Iillcrprcl it in lhc best light possi%lc. * 

Mah;ithir had earlier been dis- 
plc;~sctl when MlC prcsidoni D;rtuk S. 
Sxny Vcllu hxl ;rircd Ilis gricvanccs On 
lhc ;illcgcd cliscrimin3licxi at ;I Fcderul 
‘1’crrItol.y conl;crcncc On 17 June wkcn, 
;I!, ;I I’ull g0vci’iniic1lt iniriistcr, hc hiid 
mOrc private ;1vcnucs of seeking the 
prime minister’s attention. But if the 
print minister wanted to shsw thal voic- 
ing ir:ici;iI compl:rints in public would 
only hrndcr Iheir c;tuse, that message es- 
q”J 1hc Absclltbly . 
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Nevcrthclcss, Mli‘ Icadc& s:id thcl 

. 

wcrc not ‘discouraged by ’ Mnhathir’s 
wordh. Samy yctlu bays hc: i:wn;liii$ op- 
Gmislic. “I-IC [Milll;lll\i~~[ h;i5 1Qkcn stock 
ofour problcm~. I hnow hc I1lic5 lc)‘&rh 
cluictly. I will now prcscnr 1110 c;hc’irl il 
more xccpt;rblc forum.“. hc said, fcfcr- 
ring to cabinet ch+ncls. 

.  

Although tlcIcg;ctcs wcrc disxp- 
pointed ih;lt Mah;lthir Ifatl non xltlre.sa- 
cd lhc dctailcd points S;imy Vcllu h;id 
raised, the lxrrly cqngrcss this year \tas 
rcmarkxhlc C0r the good huy~ourb th;tt 
prclailcd. UnIikc.I+vic)us yc:rrs whcrj 

ihlighting for party pohts I~;id*includctl 
throwink chaiq XI-ass the convcnlion 
Cltior,., t!iis congress conccritrat\;rl iIs 
Cncrgics on Indian ctlucalion, cmploy- 
mcnt and invcstr!lclli --- ;II~C~ ‘rcqncst5 
for incrcascd rcprcscntatiori in the ncAt 
cloclion:. . . 
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L the cilngrcss, Flahalhir Iriccl ‘LO 
w;irn lhc Indi;rn c’oi~illluliily ilg;iinsl 

making uni-4xson;IbIc tlcr!i:rnds. Uut 
that mcssagc too F+T~\ IO tl;lvc IXFCII 
lost On the dclcgal6.3. M:itia~hir. h;rd 
poin[cd oul lhat iii no cori&itucncy &!! 
Indians form ;I nl;ljorily ;I rclll;ll-h 
which sturlg sonic Iilclia.ii~. ‘hGll;~lllil 
also belittled the importance of Inctiq 
votes to the ove.r:rll Nati&; Fr!,nb vic- 
tory, sliid sonic dclcgnlq. 

Political’ rcprcscrilalicm by rxx I’01 
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Malaysia’s Intli~n\, which ‘m;1kc up 
about 8.5% of the popula~ior~, IS cob- 
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‘i~x:tl 10 the MIC. Although Ilot a 
h:ijority in any one constitucricy, In- 
11.111 .vcltc*r5 L’:LII CoI.111 :l dL*cisivc \;otiiig 
)Iock in LI~I (0 30% of 1111: p;irliamcrirary 
:c!lrstituencics, said MI(’ clqu~y prcsi- 
.Ic-II! IIatuk S. SLl(,r~1liialliaiii. Election 
,Vorhcrh of 111~~ \jnillxl M;~l;~ys N;lliyn;ll 

)r$liiisatic)ri [Uiilnu). tllc Ic;iding lx~rly 
I~ the !%1lioii;ll I~ron~,‘rccOgnisc Malay- 
;i;irl Incliq~x ;IS ltrq’;~l National Front vot- 
:1’4. 

On ;I 41101-c ~~crsdn;~l Icvcl, Indi;ln ix)- 
i[t<;il. oliacil’crs: lN>lC Illi) Sallly VCIIU 
low I’aco< ;I self-made prcdicamcnt. 
&l’ik.hin the pnrty. hc wants to bc seen 
:h;rml~ianing Indinn inlcrcsts bclorc ii 
<!)ungL’r leader upstags him, observers 
;;licl. who recall the cmb:trrxssing 
lcigllts rcxhcd in l Yzll .whcn the so- 
rallccl Sam~--Sulj~L1 (Subranl’;irliqm) 
-iv:llq came 1~ the, lore during MIC fat- 
i~~ll;ll’figllti~lg. 1 ’ 

T ,111. fear 0fpOssi~~lc new rivals, the ob- 
scrvcrs s;Liil, prompted S:imy Vcllu’s 

:molion;1l dcclqation tit the partycon- 
;reh:hs !,hal’“l’rn not afraid to stcp’down, 
IDLI~ nobclciy ~113 shut my mouth cLcn if I 
Jo >lc’p clowll.:’ in ‘rcsponsc to ii fcv 
I11~~no .YOUI~I divisic>lis whic?h had dc. 
~ii;~ndcd ;I Ixiblic ;qx)logy from Samy 
Vcllu for qx1king Out on 14 ‘June 
.~g;rinst~‘;~llegcd unfnir trcalment of In-. 
&:ms in the predominantly Malay state 
uf Kctantxi and his, :illcgatiOns abOut 
tliscriminx\li*m ugainsl lndiang in goy- 
crnmqit ’ scrvicc. One Umno ‘youth 
Ic:idcr, Tamrin ~(ljhaflar, has suggestcb 
Samy Vcllu rc*rgn + minis&r given 
th% hc .secmcrl upablc to dilfcren- 
lia(c hutwecli his parly and ministorisi 

‘F;l~ny Vc!tu is criticis& by SOI~C Malay- 
si;in Iridi;ri!,5 for not st,~ndircg up enough 
to hlxhalhlr:‘on a&w occasions-he has 
rcIcr4 affcctionatcly to Umno as “big 
hrolhcr,.” And when M’ithtlthir asked 
him htrw hc felt about his (Mahathir’s) 
\pce$ at t,hti M.IC annual assembly, 
S;imyYcllu ;Issured the prime minislcr 
‘Ih;iI’*‘wC :irc no1 disuppointcd. Wc have 
frill +ml’idciLCc in your leadership and 
;1rc,\urc th;it you aill undcrstnnd ourai- 
Ic~~m~a.” &my Vell~! has to t,rzqd care- 
fully-with Mahathir On whom he de- 
pcnds4O’r hk+&itical life ;IS minister of 
,Jvorks: 1. 

L,Vcn &mc non-MIC politicians S;IW 
S;~my Vcllu ;IS haekpcdalling aflcr rc-’ 
diving thv sharp Frilicism offcrcd up,by 
llmno. i3y spcaklng out publicly on 17. 
June a+~~~ tillcged discrimination in 
gorerniwnt scrvicc and lhcn saying on 
7-X JLMC thirt the n~attcr has been pub- 
licljr ,clrol~~~~~l.r~Sarny Vellu hiid dono 
I110IW harm lll:\ri gOO<l (0 his Cilusc, solid il 
N;ltion;ll Frm1 Ml;;. +’ ’ 

Ibis prcscnt posItIon was stinmzd up 
09 Linorhcr politicb quoting a Malay 
xiyiiig: ti?iitclrc brrmi jblok scmmg fe- 
brrirtr. tysrildr hrruii m.w srrrgr~rrfya (if 
you dart disturb the hornet’s nest, SO 
nit151 you hravc ,its sting). cl 
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