Govt will be fair
as possmle Dr M

THE federal govcrnment

wants 1o be fair, as far as
is possible, in its treat-
ment of the various com-
munitics in the country
and of state govern-
ments, Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohimad said ye yes-
terday.

He said he is aware
that there is dissatisfac-
tion among the various
communitics and state
governments over the
treatment they received
from the federal gov-
crnment.

Addressing about
16,000 pcople at the
Bayan Lepas Interna-
tional Airport on arrival
from Kuala Lumpur for a
twao-day official visit to

Penang, he sald the var-
ious communities and
state governments felt
they were not getting fair
trcatment from the
federal government,

“There are communi-
ties which think they are
not getting what is theirs
by right and there are
states which feel that

they are being discrimin- .

ated against in the provi-

sion of federal alloca-.

tions,” he said.
The government is in

fact striving to be fair to

all communities and the
various state govern-
ments but it cannot sa-
tisfy cveryone or cvery
state.

Feelings of dissatisfac-
tion will always be there
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and cach commumty and
state-will continue to feel
that they are not being gi-
ven proper attention, he
said. o

“If such thinking is pre-
sent in all communities
and all states then we feel
that our policy is right,”
tne Prime Minister said.
" This only shows that
the government's policy
is fair in that they did not

. get cverything they

asked for, he said. o

The Prlme Minister
said Penang has deve-
loped much since.the
time of the British who

gave priority to the deve-~

lopment of the state.
Since independence the

‘government had also en-

surcd thai Penang'’s pro-

far

ledges

gress proceeded uninter-
rupted together with the
development of other
states.

The government haad
given much attention to
the state so much so that
some groups felt that too
much had been spent on
the state. .

. This-has caused envy

and dissatisfaction

among certain quarters
although what was given
to the state was only its

- fair share of allocatlons
“he said. ,

. Among the major

federal allocations. for

Penang is the financing
of the bridge linking the
island with Seberang
Perai.
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