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&.uk Seri Dr J&J@,& -r 
Mohamad today 
warned certain people 
with “political inter- 
ests” to stop question- 
ing the impartiality of 
the country’s legal 
process. 

“They are playing with 
fire and will end up burn- 
ing themselves,” he told 
an 8,000~strong crowd 
who attended a DeoDle’s 
tea party at the Seberang 
Perai. Municipal Council 
padang in Butterworth. 

The Prime Minister 
said these irresponsible 
people were trying to 
make a racial issue out of 
a recent. court case and 

were trying to act, as 
“champions” of a certain 
community. 

He said the punishment 
meted out to criminals by 
the courts is the same re- 
gardless of their, racial 
origins. 

“There is no basis for 
anyone to think other- 
wise. Those who wish to 
be champions should do 
so in other places. 

Poverty 
“They should not try to 

inflame one community 
against another. 

“We have seen the May 
1969 racial clashes. We do 
not want thls to happen 

again.” 
Dr Mahathir said an- 

yone convicted of a cri- 
minal offence is punished 
in accordance with the 
law be they Malay, Chin- 
ese or Indian. 

“We should not pick out 
one of these criminals to 
be a champion of\ the 
community and forget 
that he is a criminal who 
has been convicted by the 
court,” he added. 

Earlier, during a visit 
to the integrated land de- 
velopment project at 
Sungai Chenaam, 20 kilo- 
metres from Nibong Te- 
bal town, Dr Mahathir re- 
minded the people that 
poverty cannot be elimin- 
ated through Gov- 

ernment-funded pro- 
grammes alone. 

He said poverty would 
remain if the people did 
not endeavour to supple- 
ment the Government’s 
efforts by putting their 
shoulder to the wheel to 
improve their standard 
of living. 

“The Government, 
through the Agriculture 
Ministry: has been trying 
various methods to in- 
crease the earnings of the 
people here,” he &id. 

Dr Mahathir said 
wealth or poverty did not 
depend on opportunities 
but rather on one’s initia- 
tive. 

He advised the people 
not to highlight com- 
munal issues but urged 
them to overcome what- 
ever grievances they,b& 
through negotiatione. 

Fish culture. * 
Agriculture Ml&r 

Anwar Ibrahim aald the 
Sunaal Chenaanf area 
usecto be rather 

se 
gle& 

ed but the situa on hail 
improved after the Gq. 
vernment’s efforts to de- 
veloD the area. 

The people’s in&me&, 
Encik Anwar said, had 
improved but the @al 
was still unsatLfgctW?y., 

Deputy Aaricuature 
Minisker-Dr Gob aeng 
Teik said the incomP of. 
padi planters in t&‘&m- 
gai Acheh area was rtlll 
below the poverty level. 

The integrated land de. 
velopment project of Sun- 
gai Chenaam is a new 
concept implemet3ted on 
a co-operative b&& by 
the State Goveq&%& 
with the co-opera$$q‘ptT~ 
the Agriculture Mf@gtr$ 

Before the projt&& 
imdlemented. the &&e 
a&a was s\nrampl#&iA 
total of 1,250 pl3&Wf&m 
296 families are-now liv- 
ing here. .’ C.‘; *,‘, ‘I 

Among their activltlea 
are coakle breedlag, 
growing of coconut trees 
and the rearing of milch 
cows. Other projects be- 
ing planned include vege- 
tab& and cocoa planting, 
fish culture and cattle 
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