
0803 
u El33 AAE 

MAHATHIR-MEDIA 
BM 8s 

KUALA LUMPURr AUG 16 CEERNAMA) ATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR- 
M0HAMADj4AS URGE@ THE PRESS OR MASS DIA TO H?iVE P;.--REZi%iiiIBLE 
4TTITUDE TOW4RDS NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTI LIKE THE OTHER QUARTERS IN THE 
C0UNTRY. 

HE SAYS THAT IN A MODERN SOCIETY+ THE MASS MEDIA PLAYS A VITAL 
RIZLE TO THE EXTENT THAT IT IS REGARDED AS THE FOURTH POWER 1N 
WESTERN COUNTRIES. 

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE AUGUST EDITION OF THE MERDEKA, THE 
OFFICIAL UMN0 PURLICATIONI HE SAYS THAT WHEN NEWSPAPERS OR THE MASS 
MEDIA HAVE Pr)WERv THEY ARE AL’S0 EXPOSED T0 THE POSSIBILITY OF ABUSE 
OF PDWER. 

HE SAYS THIS ALSO OCCURS IN MALAYSIAI FOR EXAtlPLEv IN THE 
REPORTING QF SENSATI0NAL NEWS TO PROMOTE THE NEWSPAPER CONCERNED. 

THE NEWS REPnRTED MAY BE TRUE9 BUT THE METHOD OF ITS EXPOSURE 
CAN BRING ABOUT NEGATIVE EFFECTS. -- MORE 
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+SOMETIMES THERE ARE REPORTEP# WHO idISH TO AtTRACT &TTENTION BY 
WRITSNG NEWS REPCRTS AS A MEGNS OF SHOWING OFF ?HEIR SKILLS WITH 
OLSREGEIRD F!:R TRUTH OR ACCURACYI+ HE SAYS. 

THE PRIME MiNISTER SAYS THIS HObiEVER DID NOT *INVOLVE ALL 
NEWSPAPERS OR ALL REPORTERS? BUT IT HAS HAPPENEO. 

+FOR EXAMPLE- A PERS0N MAKING A STATEMENT OR SPEECH MAY STRESS 
ON ONE ASPECT HE THXNtiS IMPORTANT BUT T00 OFTEN WE FIND THAT THE 
REPORTER HAS HIGHLIGHTED A BURIED ASPECTI WHICH.fS NOT IMPORTANT AND 
WHICH IS TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT. 

T”I’HIS LEADS T0 THE REPORT ON THE SPEECH CONTRADICTING THE 
INTENTION BEHIND THE STATEMENT.* 

HE ALSO SAYS THAT IN THE ZEAL TO HAKE THE REPORT MORE 
SENSATIONALv THINGS THAT ARE NOT”TRUE OR WHOSE ACCURACY 19 HARD TO 
DETERMINE ARE SOMETIMES ASCRfBED TO THE SPEAKER, 
--HORE 
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+SOMETXMES THIS CAN AFFECT THE PERSONAL REPUtATIoN OF A PERSON 
WH0 IS UNABLE TO DEFEND HIMSELF BECAUSE HE OOES NOT HAVE A SPECIAL 
COLUMN TO DO SO IN THE MASS MEDIA. 

+HE MAY NOT EVEN RECOURSE TO THE COURT BECAUSE LITIGATION CAN 
BE A TEDIOUS AND EXPENSIVE PROCESS THAT CAN LEAD TO ALL SORTS OF 
8THER ACCUSATIONS BEING MADE LATER.+ 

HE SAYS THIS PROSPECT 1‘2 ENOUGH To SCARE ANYONE WHO HAS BECOME 
A VICTIM OF SUCH REPORTING AND IN THIS SITUATIONS THE NEWSPAPER AND 
THE REPORTER CONCERNED WILL FEEL THEY CAN DO ANYTHING THEY LIKE AND 
N0 ONE CAN STOP THEH. 

+THIS ATTITUDE WILL SURELY LEA0 TO ABUSE OF POWERI+ HE 
STRESSES. 

DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAYS THAT LATELY3 +WE SEEM TO BE VERY 
CONCERNED WITH EXPOSING ALL KINDS OF WRONGDOINGS UNTIL VISITORS 
C0M!NG TO MALAYSIA GET THE IMPRESSION THAT THE COUNTRY IS A VERITABLE 
NEST OF INIQUITYI AND FULL OF ROBBERS, RAPISTS AN0 OTHER CRIMINALS.+ 
-- MORE 
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THIS GIVES A FALSE PICTURE OF THE COUNTRY BEING A DANGEROUS 
PLACE WHEN IT IS NOT LIKE THAT AT ALL. . 

+WHAT HAS BEEN REPORTED HAY BE TRUE BUT NOT TO THE PROPORTSON 
MADE OUT TO BE BY THE REPORTS WHICH HAVE SEVERELY AFFECTED THE 
C0UNTRY’ S iMAGE 3 + HE ADDS. 

+THERE IS ALS0 AN INTEREST TO COPY THE JOURNALISM OF THE WEST 
WHEN OUR SOCIETY IS NOT LIKE THE WESTERN SOCIETY AT ALL. FOR 
INSTANCEI AS A DEVICE TO PROMOTE THE NEWSPAPER7 THE REPORTERS WRITE 
ARTICLES EXPOSING CR REVEALING THE SO-CALLED TRUTH. 

+SUCH EXPOSURE MAY BE GOOD IN ITSELF BUT SOMETIMES THINGS THAT 
API: NOT TRUE ARE ALSO INCLUDED.+ 

THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSES THAT THE PRINT HfiOIA AND REPQRTERS 
SH0ULD COOPERATE IN EFFORTS TO DEVELOP THE NATION. -- MORE 
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