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KWALA LUMPURI AUC 17 CBERNAMA) -- THE MCA HAS ASKED FOR AND BEEN 
GRANTED A THREE-MONTH GRACE PERIOD t3Y THE BAPISAN NASIONAL SUPREME 
COUNCIL TQ SQLVE ITS INTERNAL CRISIS3 FAILING kHICt-4 IT AGREES TO 
VOLUNTARILY 0PT OUT OF THE RULING COALt’TIoN. 

BN DEPltTY CHAIRMAN OA!‘UK M!.J:iA HITAM ANNOUNCED THIS IN A 
STATEMENT HE REAO 0!JT 10 THE PRESS AFTER A TWO-AND-A-HALF-HOUR 
MEETING QF THE COUNCIL HELD A? T’dE f3N HEADQUARTERS HERE TODAY. 

THE STATEMENT IN BAHASA MALAYSIA READS: +SELEPAS t3ERBtNCANG 
OENGAN MENDALAM QENGAN MEMBER1 PERTIMBANGAN KEPAL;A PERKARA YANG 
RERKAITAN DAN KESANNYA TERHADAP BARISAN NASICINAL SERTA KESTABILAN 
F'OIm.LfIK NEGARAT WAKIL MCA YANG TERDIRI DARIPADA DATUK MAK H0N KAM 
DAN OATUK DR NE0 YEE PAN TELAH MEMBER1 PENGAKUAN BAHAWA MCA AKAN 
MENYELESAIKAN KRISSSNYA DALAM MASA TIGA BULAN DAN SEKIRANYA TIDAK 
0APAT MENYELESAIKANNYA DALAM JANGKA MASA TERSEBUT, MCA AKAN 
MENCUNDURKAN DIRI DARIPADA BN UNTUK TERUS BERUSAHA RAG1 
MENYELESAIKAN KRISISNYA.+ 

(AFTER DEEP DISCUSSIQNS THAT TOQK INTO ACCOUNT RELATED MATTERS 
AND THEIR EFFECTS 0N THE BARISAN NASIONAL AS WELL AS NAT10NAL 
POLITICAL STABILITYI THE MCA REPRESENTATIVES COMPRISING DATUti MAK 
H0N KAM AND DATUK DR NE0 YEE PAN HAVE GIVEN AN UNDERTAKING THAT MCA 
‘*SILL RESOLVE ITS CRISIS IN THREE MONTHS3 FAILING WHICH IT WILL 
lJITHDRAW FROM THE BN To CONTINUE EFFORTS TO SEEti A SETTLEMENT.) 

BN CHAIRMAN DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD HAD EARLIER SAID THE 
DISCUSSXON ON THE MCA CRISIS HAD THE APPROVAL OF THE TWO FICA 
REPRESENTATIVES, DATUK MAK AND [SATUK DR NEO. 

HE THEN ASKED DATUK MUSA TQ READ OUT THE PREPARED STATEMENT, -- 
MtrRE CENOS RERUN) 
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LIATUK SERI DR MAHATHLR* WHO IS THE PRIME MINISTER5 SAID THE 

DISk%%!ION WAS -HELD ONLY AF’fER THE ARRIVAL 0F THE TWO MCA 
REPRESENTATIVESI WHO TURNED UP TOGETHER ABOUT SO MINUTES LATE. 

HE SAID THE MEETING TODAY? ATTENDED BY ALL THE COMPONENT 
PARTIES? AGREED T0 THE REQUEST AS +WE ALL BELIEVE THE MCA SHOULD 
GIVEN THE CHANCE TO SOLVE ITS CRISIS.+ 

AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE? OATUH SERS DR MAHATHSRI WHO WAS FLANH 
0N THE LEFT PvY DATUK MUSA ANI! 0N THE RIGHT RY f3N SECRETARY-GENERA 
ENCIK GHAFAR BAPAI ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT DATUK DR NE0 HAD +ENDEO HI 
SERVICE+ AS MINISTER CSF HOUSING ANI! LOCAL GOVERNMENT EFFECTIVE 
YEC;TERDAY AND THAT DATUK MAK HAD TOLD THE MEETING THAT HE IS THE 

BE 
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ACTING MCA PRESIDENT. 
ASKED WHETHER THE MCA REPRESENTATIVES HAD INFORMED THE MEETING 

r)N WAYS TO RESOLVE THE CRISISI HE SAID.THIS WAS NOT DISCLOSE@ BUT 

OBVIOUSLY IT WOULD HAVE TO BE TO THE SATISFACTION OF ALL INVOLVED. 
HE SAID THE UNDERTAKING MADE BY THE TWO MCA LEADERS WAS DONE 

VERBALLY IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE BN LEADERS. +THE BN WANTS THIS 
UNDERTAKING TO BE MADE GOOD.+ -- MORE 
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ASKED THE REASON F(3ig DAT’Jtl Df? NE0 8EING PEL%EVED OF HIS CABINET 
MINISTER POT 7 DA‘ilJr. SERX Df? tr4HATHI.S DECLINED TO DIVULGE ANYTHING3 
SkYIN”j ONLY THAT IT WAS DCNE AS THE P!?ERtiSATLVE OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER. 

HE ALSO REFUSED TC CO!I(MEN’? WHETHER DATWK DR NEO’S REMOVAL WAS 
MADE &ECAv?E HE HAD BEEN SEEN AS THE +STUMELING BLOCK+ IN THE SEARCH 
TO END THE CRISIS. 

r(OWE?ER t WHEN FdRTI’ER FRESSED FOR SOME KIND OF REASON 1 HE SAID 
HE: NOTED ‘THhT TYERE I-‘:40 BEEN SEVERAL REQUESTS BY SEVERAL QUARTERS 
PARTICULARI..Y WITHIN l-HE CHINESE ZOMMUNXTY FOR DATU# DR NE0 TO STEP 
DOWN AS AC';ING MC4 P!?ESIDENT. 

ASKED WHETHER IN MAKING THE DECISIQN (TO TERMINATE DATUK DR 
NEO’S SEP”JICE PS MINISTER, W&S 4ONE AFTER LONG AND HARD THINKING7 
DATUK SERI DF! MC.HATHXR t?EFLXED: -II NORMALLY THINK HARD AND LONG 
EEFORE ARRIVINS A’T 4 DE?ISJ.QF,:. T. THIN!'; 1 HAVE DONE THE RIGHT THING.+ 

THE PRIME MINISTER REVEhLEI:’ THAT ‘+E NE.T DATUK QR NE0 ON TUESDAY 
UPON HIS (DATUK UR NEO’S) RETURN FRc;M AIs VACATION LN SEll?lL. 

DURING THE MEETING? HE SAIDI DATUK DR NE0 HAD REITERATED HIS 
STAND NOT 3'3 STEP DOWN AS MC4 ACTING PRESIDENT DESPI’TE A MOVE BY 
CERTAIN MCA LEADERS TO ASK HIM TO RESIGN. -- MORE 
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ASKED WHETHER IT WAS TRWE AN MCA DELEGATION HAD GONE TCI SEOUL TO 
ASK DAT’JV DR NE0 TO RESIGN AND WHETHER HE tiNEW ABOUT IT, DATUH SERI 
DR MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS INFORMED ABOUT IT AND FURTHERMORE THERE WERE 
SOME MINISTEFS WHO NEEDED TO HAVE HIS APPROVAL TO GO OVERSEAS. 

ASKED ABOUT HIS FEELINGS ON TERMINATING DATUK DR NEO’S TERM OF 
OFF-ICE ASMINISTERI HE SASD: +MY FEELINGS ON THIS ISSUE ARE NOT VERY 
IMPORTANT. WHAT HAPPENS TO THE NATION9 THE MCA, THE CHINESE 
COMMIINITY AND THE RN IS MORE IMPORTANT .+ 

ASKED Ae.i?UT DATUK DR NEO’S REACTION TO HIS TERMINATION OF 
SERVICE? HE SAID DATUK DR NEO APPEARED TQ BE CALM AND HE ACCEPTED 
THE DECISION OF THE PRIME MINISTER. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE VACANCY LEFT BY DATUK DR NE0 WOULD 
NOT BE FILLED FOR THE TiME BEING. 

TO ANOTHER QUESTIQN ON THE POSITION OF THE OTHER MCA MINISTERS 
IPI THE CABINET 9 HE SAXP THEY WERE STILL THERE. THE REMAINING MC4 
flINItTERS ARE DATUK M4K HON KAM ILAPOURjv DATUK CHIN HON NGIAN 
(HEALTH) AND TAN SRI CHCING HON NYAN (TRANSPORT). 

BESLOE THE FULL MINISTERS? MCA IS ALSO REPRESENTED BY DATUK DR 
LING LIONG SIti AND DATUK LEE KIM SAI (DEPUTY MINISTERS? AND ENCIK 
YEOH POH SAN <PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY). -- MORE 
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AS T-0 WH0M THE BN RECOGNISES AS THE OFFICIAL ACTING MCA 
PRESXDENTI PATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID DATUK MAK HAD INFORMED THE 
MEETING THAT HE WAS NOW THE ACTING MCA PRESIDENT. 

+WH~ 1s THE PRESIDENT OF THE MCA IS exsT SOLVED t3Y THE MCA 
MEMBERS THEMSELVESI+ HE ADDED. 

HOWEVER, FOR THIS MEETIN t3N RECi;GNISED f3OTt-t DATUK MAK AND 
DATWK DR NE0 AS THE REPRESENTATIVES c?F THE MCA. 

HE QUICKLY STRESSED HOWEVER THAT BN WAS NOT INVOLVED IN 
DETERMINING THE ELECTIQN OF ANY MCA LEADER. 

HE SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNEDI HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ALL FACTIONS IN THE MCA WAS STILL GJ?(?D. +I TALK TO ALL MCA LEADERS 
AND MEMBERS. I DO NOT ASK THEM FOR THEIR MCA MEMBERSHIP C,ARP WHEN I 
WANT TO TALK TO THEM .+ 

EARLIER WHEN ASKED WHFTHER DAT\JK MAK AND’ DATUti DR NF0 TJ>L@ THt- 
MEE’TING THE REASON FOR THEM TURNING tJF LATE 7 HE SAID B0Tt-t HA@ 
PROFUSELY APOLOGISED FOR BEING LATE. 

+MAYBE THEY WEPE TRYZNG AT THE 12Tt-t HOUR TO SOLVE THE CRISIS. 
THIS IS JUST MY GUESS.+ HE SAID. -- MORE 
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ACCO@DI’NG TO SoURCESv ‘L0TH DATUW t4AK ANfj DATUK DR NE0 HAD HELD 
~ISC,OSSri?,NS AT ‘THE HOUS.lhG AND I.OCAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRY FOR AN HOUR 
Bi?FORE LEAVING F6R YME UMNO BUXL DING AT ABOUT 10.40 AM. 

ASKED WHAT WiLL FE THE RFSULT IF AN ELECTION WERE T0 BE HELD 
WITHIN THIS THREE M0rJTHS IN Ws4ICH THE CRISIS HAS TCI BE RESOLVEDI 
DATiJK SERI OR MAHkTitlR PREDICTED ‘THAT THE RESULTS WOULD BE GOOD FOR 
THE BN. 

ASKED WHEN THE dN SUPRE:H~ 2;‘iUNCXL WOULD HCI!..D ITS NEXT MEETING? 
HE SASD IT WOULD BE HELD IN 3eRkW.iic SUT ti(:: DATE HAD BEEN FIWED YET. 

DATUK MAK AND DATUK DR NE0 WERE THE LAST TO ARRIVE FOR THE 
tiEETING BUT THE FIRST TO LEAVE THE BN CONFERENCE R0Otl WHEN THE 
MEETING ENDED. 

THEY WERE MOBBED BY REPORTERS AND CAMERAMEN tJHO SCRAMBLED TO GET 
CLOSE TO THE MCA LEADERS. THERE WAS A NEAR PANDEMONIUM OUTSIDE THE 
CONFERENCE RQOt’t WITH REPORTERS AND CAMERAMEN AND SECURITY PERSONNEL 
PUSHING EACH OTHER. 

HIC PRESIDENT DATUK S. SAMY VELLU WHO UAS BEHIND THE TWO MCA 
LEADERS WAS HEARD PLEADING TO REPORTERS AND CAMERAMEN TO MAKE WAY 
FOR THEMI SAYING THAT THEY COULD GET THE NEWS CABOtIT THE MEETING! 
FR9M THE PRIME MINISTER. 

THE MASS MEDSA REPRESENTATIVES WERE EARLIER NOT ALLOWED TO GO TO 
THE FIRST FL0OR CIF THE UHNO BUILDING AND HAD GATHERED AT THE MAIN 
ENTRANCE 0F THE BUILDING THR6UGHr)‘.JT THE MEETING7 ATTRACTING 
Al TENT ION FROM PASSERS-BY. 

SECURITY AROUND THE BUILDING WAS TIGHT. -- BERNAHA 
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