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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
At the start of the Barisan
Nasional Supreme Council
meeting this morning, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir. ohak~
tu

Dr Neo Yee Pan had been
dropped from the Cabinet.

Tﬂe meeting had started
at 10.15a.m, 15 minutes lat-
er than scheduled, after Dr
Mahathir was tol d Bari-
san executive secretary Ka-
marulzaman Bahadun that
the MCA representatives
were tied up at their own
meeting.

Dr Mahaﬂur told the oth-
er Barisan members that
the Chinese' community
must have representation in
the Barisan Nasional and
the coalition did not want to
allow the support of Chin-
ese community to be eroded
because of any one indivi-
dual. N

He also said that that as
the Chinese formed the sec-
ond largest community in
the countr{ their interests
had to safeguarded at all

times.
Dr Mabhathir told the par-
ty leaders that he had been

g'mg:thenc with Dr Neo at.

ginning of -the- party
crisis but now felt that if Dr
Neo was dropped the party
crisis would end

thle the MCA crisis was’

discussed, Dr Neo
and atuk Mak Hon Kam,
both of whom claimed to be
acting presidents, walked in
at about 10.50a.m. They had
arrive in the same car.

Datuk Mak told the meet-
ing that the MCA needed
three months to resolve the
crisis, failing which the par-

would opt out of the co-
ition temporarily. -

When Barisan leaders
asked Datuk Mak what “au-
thority” he had in making
the request, he rephed that
he was s n his ca
pacity as party ag:tmg presl-
dent.

.Dr Neo was then asked if
his silence meant consent.
He said Datuk Mak was
only the party spokesman

and ‘then suggested tha| the
Barisan referred to both of
them as representatives of

. the MCA to avoig any prob-
.‘<t¢m§40£recogm vy

The council agreed

At about 11a.m., Dr Neo
and Datuk Mak left the
room for the Barisan
leaders to discuss the three-
month request. Thirty min-
utes later they were told the
request had been agreed on.

Among those who attend-
ed the meeting were Datuk
Abdullah Haji Badawi and
Encik Anwar Ibrahim from
Umno, Datuk S. Samy Vellu
and Datuk S. Subramaniam
(MIC), Datuk Dr Lim Kheng

Yaik and Datuk Paul Leong
(Gerakan), Datuk Leo Mog-
?le and Daniel Tajem

BDS), Datuk Patmggx
Taib Mahmud an red
Jabu (PBB) and Datuk Mo-

ed Noor Mansoor (Ber-

jaya).

Also present were
Ber asa and PPP lead
as Barisan trea; rer-

general Daim Zainud
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