
PM: HOUSE clhming 
a must bevfore poll6 

KUALA LUMPUR, 
Sun. ~ The Barisan 
Nasional must put its 
house in order before 
it can go to the polls. 

This was the nlessagc 
Primr Minister Datuk 
&ri Dr Mahathir Molla- I 
mad had foi Umno grnss- 
‘rod lcadcrs at a meeting 
tOd;ly. 

It is the responsibility 
of c~vcryone in the com- 
poncnt patitics of the RN 
to c,xplain the facts and to 
dlspcl rnmours about the 
national political situa- 

tion, he told them. 
One of the first things 

to be set straight is the 
MCA crisis -- which .he 
said was no longer just 
an MCA crisis but a BN 
problem as well. 

Dr Mahathir spoke of 
the need for a”strong and 
united MCA before the 
Barisan could go to the 
polls.” 

Umno sccretary-genc- 
ral Datuk Seri Sanusi 
Junid said this when 
briefing newsmen on the 
meeting between the 
Prime Minister and 

term in the Gover$nent. 

Manda$ 
On whether it Las sug- 

gested that the Barisan 
could go to the polls a 
year after the MCA crisis 
was resolved, Datuk Seri 
Sanusi said: “The Prime 
Minister did not say one 
year. 

“But it is logical to ex- 
pect that after the MCA 
crisis is resolved, within 
the three-month period. 
time is needed for the 
wounds to be healed. 

“So it depends on how 
deep the wounds are and 
how long it takes for the 
wounds to heal. If it takes 
one year to heal, then it is 
one year, but if it takes 
longer, well . ..” 

The MCA representa- 
tives, Datuk Mak Hon 
Kam and Datuk Dr Neo 
Yee Pan, told the Barisan 
Nasional Supreme Coun- 
cil at its meeting yes- 
terday that the party 
would resolve its prob- 
lems within three 
months. 

If it did not do so within 
this self-imposed time li- 
mit, it would withdraw 
from the Barisan. 

Datuk Seri Sanusi said 
Umno members did not 
suggest at today’s meet- 
ing with Dr Mahathir 
that the MCA be expelled 
from the Barisan as one 
way of solving its crisis 
and softening the nega- 
tive impact on the coali- 
tion. 

“The MCA will know 
how to solve its own prob- 
lem,” hc said. 

He added that Umno 
members had full confi- 
dence in the Supreme 
Cpu$cil and political bur- 
kau of Umno - as the 
backbone of the Barisan 

to help solve the crisis. 

Umno division leaders. 
Also present were of- 
ficers from the Commun- 
ity Development Depart- 
ment (Kernas) and the 
National Unity Bureau. 
Altogether about 1.800 
people were present at 
the gathering. 

He said Dr Mahathir 

explained to them the 
MCA situation, the deci- 
sions taken at yestcr- 

day’s Supreme Council 
meeting, questions on 
Umno unity, the general 
elections and economic 

issues among other mat- 
ters. 

The Prime Minister 
impressed upon the of- 
ficers and Umno repre- 
sentativcs to give the cor- 
rect information to the 
people about the political 
situation in the country. 

They were also told to 
present the “true facts” 
and help dispel rumours 
circulating on various is- 
sues. 

Datuk Seri Sanusi not- 
ed that the MCA crisis 
was the main issue 
brought up during the 
question and answer ses- 
sion. 

He pointed out that 
Umno members were 
generally concerned with 
the effects of the crisis on 
the Barisan. 

However, there was no 
telling when the crisis 
would be solved and 
whether all wounds 
would be healed enough 
for the coalition to seek 
the mandate for another 
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