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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. —
The Government appears to
have ruled out the possibili-
ty of a snap genera
early next year and now
seems set to serve out al-
most its full term, which ex-
pires in April 1987, ®™\'sie
If hints dropped by Prime
Minister and Barisan Nasional

chairman_Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Moha

hamad vesterday and
foday dre ~any “indication, the
next general election is likely
to be held in early 1987.

Sources said that Dr Mahathir,
in briefing the Barisan supreme
council at its meeting yesterday,
told component party leaders
that the coalition would require
“at least one year” after the sett-
lement of the MCA crisis to pre-
pare for an election.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umno
president, is understood to have
dropped the same hint at a meet-
ing this morning in Parliament
House with officers from Com-
munity Development (Kemas),
Information Department and
Biro Tata Negara in the Prime
Minister's Department and Umno
divisional leaders.

Umno secretary-general Datuk
Seri Sanusi Junid told reporters
after the three-and-a-half-hour
meeting that Dr Mahathir had not
specifically said that the next
general election would be held in
ayear.

He added, however, that it
would take time for the wounds
to heal once the MCA crisis was
solved.

“This depends on how deep the
wound is and how long it will take
to heal. If it takes one year to heal
... then it will take that period of
time to heal, but it could also take
more than a year,” said Datuk
Seri Sanusi.

He said Dr Mahathir reiterated

that Barisan needed a strong and
united MCA to face the general
election.

The MCA had agreed at yester-
day’s meeting to resolve its crisis
within three months or voluntari-
ly withdraw from the Barisan.
The assurance was given by Da-
tuk Dr Neo Yee Pan and Datuk
Mak Hon Kam, both of whom the
Barisan recognised as the MCA
“representatives’ to the meeting.

There had been speculation
earlier this year that the Govern-
ment would call a snap election
either late this year or early next
year. .

Datuk Seri Sanusi, who is Na-
tional and Rural Development
Minister, said that Umno
members expressed their full
confidence in the decision of the
Umno political bureau and the
Barisan supreme council on the
MCA issue.

“Most of the Umno members
present are not interested in who
should be the president of the
MCA but in the effect the crisis

. that the MCA crisis was

will have on the Barisan and the
political stability of the country.”

Dr Mabhathir, he said, told them
“‘not
(only) an MCA crisis but a prob--
lem in the Barisan.” ]

Datuk Seri Sanusi said™ that
among the issues raised was that
of poison-pen letters discrediting
the country’s leaders.

Datuk Seri Sanusi said Dr Ma-
hathir told those present to throw
such letters into the waste-paper
basket.

Dr Mahathir also briefed them
on the country's political devel-
opment, the economy and the
wage ‘claims by the civil ser-
vants.

He said the Prime Minister
stressed that the Govgrnment
could not possibly af&)}!to meet
the wage demand of the civil ser-

. vice unions.

Datuk Seri Sanusi said that the
Prime Minister also expressed
concern over the rampant prac-
tice of money politics among
Umno members.
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