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SERI DR MAHATHZR MOHAhlr;ii TODAY ij’IT QUT AT CERTAIN GROUPS l4H~~--~XD __. 
SCAMPERED DEVELQPMENT~j~CTS r:N TiiE PRETEXT 0~ WANTING ‘r(j pfigS2:J”j~ 
THE NATURAL ENVSWONMENT w 

HE SAID THAT THESE GfiOUPS, ct,A1mING TG BE ENVE~QNmE~~TAL;~~.~L r 
TRIED TO INFLUENCE THE PEOPLE l-0 L2ITHDRAW SU?‘PORT FOR AND PROTEST 
AGAINST THE IMPLEMENTATiO% OF 3EVELOPMENT PROJECTS SUCH AS 
HYDRQ-EtECTRlC DAMS IN THEIR AREAS. 

OPENING THE BATAN AI: HYDRO-ELECTRIC STATI6M HEFtEr %E EXPRESSED 
REGRET OVER T%I.S ATTITUDE OF THESE +ENVIRQNMENTALISTS+ WHO HE SAID 
iJERE A PROGHESSPVE LOT WHO HAD BEMEFPTED FRO!4 EMPLOYMENT 
OPFORTUNITIES GENERATED BY T’HE GOVERNMENT l 

HE SAID THAT AFTER THEY HAD BENEFITED FROM THE SACRIFICES OF 
OTHERS AND FROF+ THE GOVERNtiE!+ POLiCIES9 THEY HAD ATTEMPTED TO CHEC? 
THE PROGRESS OF OTHERS? PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO WOULD BENEFIT FROH 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS * 

TiiE PRIME MINISTER St4I.s) THAT MALAYSIA WAS NOT A RiCH NATION AND 
IT NEEDED ELECTRICITY FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT. --. KORE 
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HE SAiD THE +ENViRONMENTA&ISTS+ T%OUGHT THAT TS-iE NATION %AD 
BECOME RICH AND THAT *WE CAN SIT PLACK AND ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL 
ENVIRONMENT+ 

THE PRiME MiNiSTER SAID THE PEOPLE WERE STiLt SUFFERING AND +WE 
DQ NOT WANT TO ENJOY THE &EAUTV OF NATURE WHILE OUR STOMACHS ARE 
HUNGRY v OUR WOUSES ARE UNCOMFORTABLE TO LPV, rz IN AND CLEANLINESS HAS 
NOT SEEN ACHIEVEDI+ HE SAID. 

DATWK SERI DR MAHATHXR SAID THE SATAN’S AI PROJECT WAS 
IMPLEMENTED TO BRING ABOUT DEVELOPMENT. 

HE SAID THOSE WHO OPPOSED THE CONSTRUCTION OF PROJECTS SUCH AS 
THIS ON THE PRETEXT OF WANTING TO PRESERVE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
WERE ACTUALLY IRRESPONSIBLE ELEMENTS WHO &PS%ED TO PREVENT THE 
PEOPLE FROM ENJOYING THE BENEFITS OF GOVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. 

THE PRIME MiNZSTER SAID PEOPLE WHO tiOUhD 0E AFFECTED BY THE 
CBNSTRUCTION OF HYDRO-ELECTRIC PROJECTS SHOULD. BE PREPARED TO 
SACRIFICE A LITTLE FOR WHSiCW THEY WOULD BE COMPENSATED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AND BENEFIT LATER IN THE FORM OF JOB OPPORTUNITIES. -- 
MORE 
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PEOPLE WHOSE LAND THE GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN OVER FOR TWE PROJECTS 
DID NOT L&E OUT BECAUSE THEY WERE GIVEN CO+lPENSATXONs THEY ENJOYED 
THE BENEFITS Of THE PROJECT AND OBTAINED JOQSI HE SAID. 

DATUK SERX DR MAHATHXR SAID THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC AND OIL RESOURCES 
IN SABAHv SARAWAK AND TERENGGANU ldERE NOT MERELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
T%E PEOPLE IN THOSE STATES B#T FOR DISTRXBUTIOM THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY. 

HE SAID THAT THE RIVERS OF SARAWAK COULD BE HARNESSED TO PROViDE 
ECI,OaO MEGAWATTS OF ELECTRICITY. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNHENT WAS NOT KEEN ON NUCLEAR 
ENERGY TO PRODUCE POWER AND AT THE SAME TIME IT COULD NOT DEPEND 
ENTTRELY ON THE GENERATION OF ELECTRICITY FROM FUELS BECAUSE OF 
RISING COSTS. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR IS IN SARAWAK ON AkFlVE-DAY VISIT. 
TOMORROW 9 HE WILL OPEN THE SARERKAS BUILDXNG IN KUCHING. 

CHIEF MiNiSTER DATUK PATINGGZ HAJi ARDUL TAiB MAHMUDI ENERGY, 
TELECOHMUNICATIONS AND POSTS MINISTER DATUK LEO I”EOGGiE AND 
AGRICULTURE MiNiSTER ENCIK ANWAR PBRAHIM WERE AMONG THOSE PRESENT AT 
THE QfJENlNG OF TUF CTAJTi\M -- nrnhl*ra’ 
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