
in visit to that count ‘- 
why Malaysia ivantea % 
nfanufacture its 04*a 
cars. and not just buyg-@ 
volvo car&” he said as ‘ati 
cxnmplc of some of the 
remarks. 

“I have nothing agaiiiist 
Volvo cars. They a%-e 
wonderful machines and 
I am sure they sell quite 

.wcll in this country,” he 
added. 

Hoticvcr. he told the 
Swedish industrialist 
Lhat Malaysia was going 
into the motor car in- 
dustry for the same rea- 
son that the Swedish 
started producing Vclvos 
as their national car de- 
spite a market of eight 
million pcoplc only. 

“They went in because 
they wanted to have’the 
technology to build en- 
gines and manufacture 
other products. 

“In the process, theg 
acquired know-how to gp 
into other businesses like 
the aircraft industry.” ( 1 

Of course, the Prime 
Minister said the e@j 
way out was for Malaysia 
to import Japanaae 6aF& 
which because of the 
Inrgc number of orde?B; 
would bc cheaper. L 1 

But he said, the Ameri- 
cans wanted to build 
their own cars and sd’ho 
the British. French z&U 
others. 
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the Government had 
no reservations about 
its involvement in the 
automobile manufac- 
turing industry which 
he described as “Ma- 
laysia’s short cut to in- 
dustrialisation.” 

Hc did not deny that it 
iwould be cheaper to im- 
port a car rather than 
manufacture one here. 

However, he reminded 
,Malaysians of the reason 
1 behind the Government’s 
‘involvement in the manu- 
facturing of automobiles. 

s “It is common know- 
ledge that the automobile 
manufacturing itidustry 
will give insights into 
various engineering in- 
dustries and production 
of metal products.” he 
said when officially open- 
ing the local assembly fa- 
cilities of Pacific Trucks 
by Sarawak Motor Indus- 
lrics in Bintawa. seven 
kilometres from here. 

The Prime Minister 
said he was aware of the 
countless remarks about 
Malaysia going into the 
automobile manufactur- 
ing industry considering 
it was a young nation. in- 
dustry-wise. 

“I was asked by a Swe- 

+ TURN TO P2, COL. 10 

,“As such, I do not see 
why Malaysians should 
not produce their owri 
cars.” 

Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir said Malaysia’ns 
would have to pay higher 
production costs for the 
national car. 

“I feel Malaysians w&II 
feel it is a small price to 
pay foi- the short cut to in- 
bu&ialisation,” he said. 

Hc dismissed criti- 
cisms that manufactgr- 
ing automobiles would&e 
a monumental task. With 
the proper expertise and 
traini g, it was no .bjg 
deal, 

I! 
e said. .,: 

Ho, ever, he felt j&q 
main problem would+e 
finding not only local hut 
also foreign markets&r 
locally manufactured aut 
tomobiles. ( PST 

In this respect, he 
urged Sarawak Mot0r.b 
dustrics to sell their..pn 
and off-highway trucks 
manufactured with t& 
co-operation of Pacific 
Truck and Trailer Limit> 
cd of Canada (acquired 
by Kumpulan Inchcepe 
in 1983) not only 4-m 
Malaysia but also in 
other countries. 

Kumpulan Inchc&@ 
chairman Tunku Shah- 
buddin Tunku Besar B$; 
hanudin said in hi+ 
speech delivered eartier 
that several models bf 
thcsc Pacific trucks @i 
been specified and deve; 
loped for Malaysia, aI@ . . . . 


	Dr M: No regrets about our car making industry (NST 22/08/1985)

