~ We'll remain friendly with
Sabah Govt, saysPM

gUALAM UMPUR, Wfd. —
rime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mol%'nm'ﬁm
t ederal Goverhment
would keep an eye on
events in Sabah while still
maintaining a friendly rela-
tionship with the Govern-
ment led by Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS).

He said in an interview
with the magazine Arabia -
The Islamic World Review
that although the Govern-
ment accepted the Saba-
hans’ decision to vote in the
PBS, “the Barisan Nasional
still feels the concept of
multi-racial government
would be better for Sabah.”

“Therefore, we will
watch the turn of events
there,” he said.

He told tk;le Br}ltishbased
magazine that there were
magt’xp%qreasons such as
personalities, policies, atti-
tudes and performance
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to lose an election.

“All are added up when
people are making their
choice.

“In our system, it is possi-
ble for a part %/ supported by
a minority of voters to get
an absolute majority in
terms of seats.

“We know this and we ac-
cept it. It is better than pro-
portional representation un-
der which no single party
would be able to have suffi-
cient seats to form a go-
vernment,” he added.

On Islamic values, Dr Ma-
hathir told the magazine
that the Government want-
ed to inculcate the high
sense of morality as taught
by Islam.

He said the Government
wanted to build a communi-
ty which practises brother-
hood among Muslims, toler-
ance towards non-Muslims

who did no harm to Mus-
lims, honesty in all their
dealings, lack of avarice,
discipline, cleanliness, hon-
our, harmony, respect for
the elders and so on.

“There is so much lip-ser-
vice among Muslims where
these values are concerned.

“Thus, Muslims are mur-
dered in the name of broth-
erhood, promises made
without intention of keep-
ing them, arrogance dis-
played even when possess-
ing only a little power,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said non-
Muslims did not fear true
Islam, particularly with re-
gard to the values con-
cerned.

He said the problem was
to try to get the Muslims to
practice these values and
gain greater respect and ac-
ceptance from the non-Mus-
lims.

“This we try to do by ex-
ample,” he added.

Dr Mabhathir said if these
values were practised, the
Muslims, not only in Malay-
sia but everywhere else,
would become stronger and
they would no longer leave
their countries to seek ref-
uge in non-Muslim coun-
tries.

Dr Mahathir said he was
satisfied with the country’s
Islamic foreign policy but

" felt Muslim unity or even

co-operation between Mus-
lim countries was still very
much a dream.

“Our policy alone will not
yield results,” he said.

However, he-—added the
Government was sufficient-
ly encouraged to continue
with giving priority in its
foreign policy with regards
to Islamic countries.
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