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LUBOK ANTU (Sarawak 
2nd Division), 
W-y. 
DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir 
lhohamad] Sara e 
smau rssues involving 
communal interests 
should not be made ob- 
stacles to achieving coo- 
peration and unity in 
the country. 

The plural society in 
the country should in- 
stead give priority to na- 
ti6nal goals and interests 
to ensure con*ued pro- 
gms, the Prime Minister 
said when opening a Ka- 
risau Nasional Youth 
work camp here. 

He said the various 

communities in the coun- 
try should not be fanati- 
cal in fighting for their 
own interests in small 
matters until the impor- 
tant task of working to- 
gether to make Malaysia 
a progressive and dignified 
nation was relegated to 
second place. 

He said the govem- 
ment did not stop the im- 
migrants from keeping 
their own language and 
culture nor did it force 
them to change their na- 
mes as had been done in 
several countries. 

“But they (the im- 
migrants) should accept 
the fact that this country 

has an official language 
which can become the 
foundation to further 
strengthen unity,” he 
said. 

This concept had been 
a proven success and he ho- 
ped the people ‘would truly 
understand the objectives be- 
hind it. 

The Prime Minister also ur- 
ged the young in the country 
to learn about the spirit of 
cooperation that prevailed 
during the struggle for in- 
dependence when ah commu- 
nal feelings were put aside 
for the sake of unity. 

Unfortunately; he said, 
there were many among the 
young nowadays who faed 
to appreciate the value of the 

unity of that period which 
had brought about indepen- 
dence, a blessing which he des- 
cribed as beyond comparison. 

He was of the opinion that 
national integration would be 
more easily achieved if all- 
the people were aware of the 
importance of the “proape- 
rity” enjoyed by the country 
to&y. 

He also said the theme of 
the work camp, “towards 
achieving the objectives of 
national integration,” was 
in keeping with national 
needs. 

He said the question of 
unity had become a big 
issue wh&h c&d adversely 
affect the stability of the 
country if not put right. 
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