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MALACCA, Sat. — The
consensus on this
year's National Day
celebration from the
Prime Minister and
other Federal and
State leaders is “it was
marvellous.”

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said the
celehrations were
impressive.

“The best part of
course was the large tur-
nout of people who
showed so much enthu-
siasm.

“You can feel a resur-
gence of nationalist feel-
ings and it is good to see
all races participating in
the celebrations,” he said
after visiting the Inde-
pendance Memorial here.

Dr Mahathir described
the Memorial as a worth-
while project which has
been tastefully done up.

“It will be very useful

inrecording and preserv-,

ing all the eventis leading
to independence and the
post-independence per-
iod.

“It will enable scholars

ma

in future to study that
particular period of his-
tory.”

Works Minister Datuk
Samy Vellu described the
Memorial as inspira-
tional and the “finest
achievement” of the Ma-
lacca Government.

Transport Minister
Tan Sri Chong Hong
Nyan said it was an ex-
cellent idea to transform
the elite Malacca Club
building into something
which the whole nation
could now appreciate.
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“The leaders portrayed

here in the struggle for
independence include
those from the MCA as
well as the MIC.”

Public Enterprises
Minister Datin Paduka
Rafidah Aziz spoke of the
emotions the Memorial
exhibits brought out in
her.

“By viewing the exhi-
bits, 1 could relate to the
past and now standing
here I feel I am one of
those who have benefit-
ted from the struggle of

the leaders who fought
for the liberation of the
country,” she said.

Education Minister
Datuk,Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said schools
should organise trips to
the Memorial because it
would benefit students
wanting to learn niore
about nationalism.

“The launching of the
Memorial coincides with
the emphasis on civics in
schools.”

Telecommunications,
Posts and Energy Minis-
ter Datuk Leo Moggie
said the Memorial would
be a constant reminder to
the people of the indepen-
dence period.

DAP Secretary-Gene-
ral Mr Lim Kit Siang
said the Memorial would
enable Malaysians and
foreigners to learn the
history of the country
and understand the evo-
lution of the nation.

Malacca Chief Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Abdul Ra-
him Thamby Chik said
the Memorial would act
as a catalyst for the na-
tionalist spirit.
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