
6 WE must make certain 
that colonial life does noi 

make a comeback. We must 
now recognise that 
colonialism no longer 
involves absolute subjugation 
In a shrinking world, the 
threat of neo-colonialism has 
emerged. And fresh 
colonisation could be applied 
through economic power, 
political ideology or cultural 
hegemony. q 
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6 AS numbers born after free from colonial rule 

for precisely 28 years 
and it is 28 years since 
the shout of freedom 
echoed in the Merdeka 
Stadium. National 
Day i!. full of meaning 
for tl.oae who value 
that r%?edom - the 
freedom to govern our 
country ourselves and 
the freedom to chart 
the course of our reli- 
gion, our people and 
nation. 

Two out of three among 
us belong to the young 
generation. It is estimat- 
ed that almost 68 per cent 
of our population of 15 
million is under 30 years 
of age. This means that 
two-thirds of our people 
did not bear witness to 
the freedom struggle. 

In Sabah and Sarawak, 
which won their freedom 
through Malaysia six 
years later, the genera- 
tion aged 25 or under in 
the two States arrived af- 
ter the independence 
campaign. Those with 
the experience of colonial 
life in the past are getting 
fewer in number; year af- 
ter year more of them are 
leaving us forever. Their 
absence is grieved, not 
only because they are no 
longer with us but also 
because we are no longer 
able to recognise and 
share in their experience 
of what it is like to be free 
from the shackles of co- 
lonialism. 

- independence mature into 
a majority, the freedom so 
cherished by the generation 
under colonialism wanes. 
More and more take that 
independence for granted; 
National Day is just another 
holiday. This state of mind 
can lull us and impede the 
struggle for the future of our 
nation.9 
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tionalism. This was the 
nationalism that bore in- 
dependence - nationa- 
lism without aloofness. 
On the contrary, a nation- 
alism that upholds the 
pride and honour of our 
people. 

allow new colonisation to 
take place. 

As numbers born after 
independence mature 
into a majority, the free- 
dom so cherished by the 
generation under colon- 
ialism wanes. More and 
more take that indepen- 
dence for granted; Na- 
tional Day is just another 
holiday. This state of 
mind can lull us and im- 
pede the struggle for the 
future of our nation. 

The best counter 
against the new domina- 
tion is to acquire know- 
ledge in all fields, includ- 
ing religion, and equip 
ourselves with thorough 
expertise. At the same 
time we can direct our 
nationalism towards the 
attainment of knowledge 
and all the skills required 

Let us commemorate 
and ponder deeply the 
way our people rejoiced 
the advent of indepen- 
dence. Tens of thousands 
in Malacca awaited the 
delegation of Tunku Ab- 
dul Rahman Putra Al- 
Haj return from London 
to announce the date for 

’ independence; tens of 
thousands saw the colon- 
ial flag fall and our own 
rise in its place at the Se- 
langor Club Padang; and 
tens of thousands more 
were at the Merdeka 
Stadium to hear the re- 
sounding hail of “Mer- 
deka.” 

Is nationalism so im- 
portant for an indepen- 
dent country like Malay- 
sia? Is it so important for 
us to remind ourselves of 
the history of indepen- 
dence, particularly to the 
young generation? There 
are several ways of look- 
ing at this. 

They arrived in great 
force. Many, without 
cars, came by the bus- 
loads. Many came on 
foot. The jubilation was 
spontaneous, without 
planning. All this because 
they had lived through 
the bitterness of colonial 
life, repressed, gagged, 
the pride of the indivi- 
dual, group and commun- 
ity demeaned. 

Firstly, we must make 
certain that colonial life 
does not make a come- 
back. We must now re- 
cognise that colonialism 
no longer involves abso- 
lute subjugation. In a 
shrinking world, the 
threat of neo-colonialism 
has emerged. And fresh 
colonisation could be au- 
plied through economic 
power, political ideology 
or cultural hegemony. 

New forces have ap- 
peared for the neo-colon- 
ialist and they do not de- 
pend on the strength of 
the countries of origin. 
Through culture, for in- 
stance, colonialism can 
be realised without mili- 
tary force or money. 

For them the promul- 
gation of freedom be- 
came the greatest mo- 
ment. The more so when 
that freedom was won 
out of struggle and the 
spirit that invaded their 
hearts - the spirit of na- 

Colonialism, ‘in what- 
ever form, will always at- 
tempt to curb our free- 
dom. However, we cannot 
afford to isolate our- 
selves from the outside 
world. Traces of neo-co- 
lonialism have been felt, 
although many are still 
unaware of this. The free- 
dom we fought so hard 
for shall be in vain if we 



to protect our freedom, 
and along with it, the 
pride and religious pre- 
eminence of our people 
and nation. 

We admit we have pro- 
gressed and developed 
speedily. Educational 
standards, for example, 
have risen fast: But we 
are still far behind the de- 
veloped countries. It 
could be that our people, 

lone day, will search the 
seas ourselves for petro- 
leum; build our own capi- 
tal equipment and dis- 
cover the beauty of 
Allah’s creation in the 
heavens and on earth. So 
it is up to the young to 
preserve and foster na- 
tional independence 
through the control of 
knowledge. 

Nationalism has its 
own positive side. This in- 
cludes unity. The people 
united in resistance to the 
Malayan Union and the 
methods of British rule, 
not only in the peninsula 
but also in Sabah and 
Sarawak. They came to-, 
gether to battle commun- 
ism until the end of emer- 
gency in 1960. 

With this in mind, this 

year’s National Day is 
themed “Nationalism 
forges Unity.” 

This will reinforce the 
will to fight disunity, con- 
flict and other negative 
elements. We will avoid 
anything that could 
cause disunity. Noble be- 
liefs and teachings, the 
call to benefit ourselves 
and good example surely 
will not 1e.a.d to differ 
ences. However, we must 
go through, twice, three 
times even, every exhor- 
tation, propaganda or ex- 
pressed sentiment for 
any implication that an- 
other race is repugnant, 

wrong or weak; in what- 
ever we do we must 
watch out for any act that 
may lead to conflict. His- 
tory has proven that dis- 
unity brings destruction 
and retrogression. No so- 9 
ciety can succeed without 
unity. 

This is the lesson of his- 
tory. Let us learn from 
our own history as well 
as that of all civilisation. 
When there is greed, sel- 
fishness overcomes the 
interests of the majority 
and a cunning to blame 
others develops, any so- 
ciety will weaken and 
eventually be destroyed 

._ 
or re-colonialised. This 
has occurred throughout 
the history of man. It 
should teach us unity in 
the hope that we will not 
destroy what we have 
gained but instead aspire 
to greater heights. 

The main event of inde- 
pendence day was the 
hoisting of our national 
flag the night before at 
the Selangor Club Pa- 
dang and the declaration 
of independence at Stadi- 
um Merdeka. Since then, 
for 27 years, national ce- 
lebrations were held in 
Gala Lumpur. 

We have not forgotten 
the historic announce- 
ment of the date for Mer- 
deka at Bandar Hilir, Ma- 

lacca. It is in memory of 
this occasion that we 
hold this year’s celebra- 
tions in Malacca. Ma- 
lacca also represents the 
primary centre of empire 
in the history of our 
country. We hope that 
this episode in Malacca 
will heighten the spirit of 
independence and of pro- 
tecting the nation’s dig- 
nity. 

In conclusion, let us 
take to heart the cat1 of 
this year’s National Day 
theme. Let us be thankfill 
for what we have 
achieved thus far, and 
the peace and harmony 
of this auspicious occa- 
sion. I wish everyone a 
havnv 28th National Day. 
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