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Wed. — The Housing
and Local Gov-
ernment portfolio will
be held by Prime
Minister . i
Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad for the time being
untilit can be assigned
to someone else, Infor-
mation Minister Da-

tuk Rais Yatim said

today.

He said the Prime
Minister announced the
decision at the weekly
Cabinet meeting.

Datuk Rais told report-
ers after the meeting that
the matter had also been
gazetted.

He said the functions
and services of the Min-
istry would continue as
usual under the supervi-
sion of the Prime Minis-
ter.

The portfolio was held
by MCA acting president
Datuk Dr Neo Yee Pan
until his service was ter-
minated by the Prime
Minister on Aug 16.

" The Prime Minister
had said the termination
of Datuk Dr Neo's service
was to facilitate efforts to
end the MCA crisis.

The Housing and Local
Government Ministry
has two Deputy Minis-
ters — Puan Napsiah
Omar and Datuk S§. Su-
bramaniam.

Datuk Rais said the Ca-
binet also agreed to se-
veral new proposals sub-
mitted by the
Information Ministry re-
garding radio and TV li-
cences. .

One of these called for
the abolition of radio li-
cences in residential pre-
mises and the retention
of car radio licences.

The Cabinet also
agreed in principle to
suggestions by the Min-
istry to overhaul the sys-
tem of collecting radio
and TV licence fees
throughout the country.
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