VIEWS ON GOVT

WILL ALWAYS

DIFFER:

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon.
- The Government can-
not be accused of being
un-Islamic because there
s no common interpreta-
tion of what an Islamic
Government is.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said: “We can-
not be said 1o be un-lsla-
mic just because we hold
strongly to our interpreta-
tion which 1s dif}crent
from that of other people.

“There are varicus in-
terpretations of what an
Istamic government
should be and nobody can
insist that his interpreta-
tion is the most precise.

“In my opinion, the dif-
fering views will exist un-
til eternity because the in-
terpretations are not
made by Allah’s mes-
sengers although they
may be religious ex-
perts,” he said when open-
ing the Islamic Centre
here today.

Dignitaries who attend-
ed the opening included
visiting Maldives Presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, his wife Madam
Nasreen, and the head of
the Al-Azhar University,

Mr Ali Gad Alhaq.

The Prime Minister
said Muslims should not
hold steadfastly to one in-
terpretation to the extent
of becoming enemies with
another group that would
not accept their interpre-
tation.

“1f we do this, there will
be trouble, including civil
war,” he warned.

He said that an inter-
pretation could only be re-
jected after it was studied
in detail by appointed ex-
perts and found to breach
Islamic principles.

He called on all Mus-
lims to concentrate on
strengthening the com-
munity, as required by Is-
lam, and that an impor-
tant step towards this was
instilling solidarity.

“In addition, we must
be wary of and reject cer-
tain elements out to split
the Muslim community.”

Dr Mahathir said the
Government's efforts in
instilling Islamic aware-
ness had almost been

d and there had
been many benefits from
the programme.

He said that while the

Mus]lmb were

“commit-
ted” to Islam, the non-
Muslims did not feel bit-
ter about the assimilation
of lIslamic values jn go-
vernment administration.

“They (non-Muslims)
now understand better Is-
lamic viewpoints on hu-
manitarian and other
questions. They do not op-
pose, and even support it
openly.”

Dr Mahathir said this
had encouraged the Go-
vernment to take more
positive steps to ensure
Islamic eminence in the
country.

e explained that the
objective in the assimila-
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tion of Islamic values was
to enhance the quality of
life with positive attitudes
on living and employ-
ment.

“We want Islam to be
the prime mover for Mus-
lims to take every oppor-
tunity to strengthen their
position.”

Dr Mahathir said Isla-
mic teaching on thrift did
not restrict itself to finan-
cial matters but encom-
passed the attitude on tap-
ping potentials of success
and prosperity.

“Leaving a plot of land
uncultivated also indi-
cates a lack of thrift,” he
added.
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