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KUALA LVMPUR, Fri. T Prime Minister 
patuk Serl Dr &&lur 
today that the Malays recogmse T %: 
rights of the other races as citizens of 
Malaysia. 

“While we regard the Malay States as the original 
land of the Malays, we accept the rights of the other 
races as citizens of this country. 

“Although there are those who migrate, we do not 
deny that the majority who stay are really loyal to the 
country. We recognise them as citizens,” the Umno 
president said when opening the party’s 36th general 
assembly here. 

He appealed to Malaysians of all races - Malays, 
bumiputras, Chinese, Indians, Kadazans, Ibans and oth- 
ers - to love the country and learn to live with its 
shortcomings. 

Dr Mahathir said although it might rain gold in an- 
other country, it was still better to stay in one’s own 
country despite the shortcomlngs. 

“Malaysia is not heaven but we do not have knives 
and spears raining down on us 

“In a country with so many communities, we cannot 
please everyone in everything we do. 

“But Malaysia is our country. No matter how bad it 
might seem, the people must love it. The existence of a 
race and country depends on this love,” he said. 

In his two-hour presidential address, Dr Mahathir 
spoke on the main issues facing the country and he 
asked the people to be patient and understanding. 

But he warned that Umno and the Government would 
not compromise or give in on any issue which could 
adversely affect the country He touched on: 

0 MONEY politics and the effect it would have on 
Umno if left unchecked; 

0 THE MCA crisis, its after-effects and the Barisan 
-..-.~ 

i 
Nasional and Umno’s m- 
volvement; 
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0 WAGE demands by 
the civil servants and the 
effects on the economy; 

l THEsystem of parlia- 
mentary democracy and 
the Constitutional monar- 
chy and how the position 
of the royalty was being 
used by certain people to 
help them in business; 

0 THE assimilation of 
Islamic values and the 
fears of non-Muslims; 

0 NATIONALISM and 
what the future holds for 
Malays; and 

0 THE need for all Ma- 
laysians to love and de- 
fend the country at all 
costs. 

He said increasing af- 
fluence among Umno 
members and its growin 
membership had resulte 8 
in unhealthy trends such 
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ons rapped 
for pay demands 
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as money politics. 
The disease, he said, 

had spread to older 
members who had to re- 
sort to similar tactics for 
fear of losing their nosi- 
tions. - - 

He criticised MCA 
leaders who in the early 
stages of their party cri- 
sis had frequently asked 
for intervention but later 
accused “outsiders” of in- 
terfering in their internal 
matters. 

Dr Mahathir also criti- 
cised unionists who advo- 
cated strike and threa- 
tened to withdraw sup- 
port for the Government 
if their salary demands 
for civil servants were 
not met. 

said the Govern- 
had a responsibility 

to civil servants 
Iso to farmers, la- 

bourers, fishermen and 
others who were just as 
badly affected by the re- 
cession. 

He said the Govern- 
ment had already effect- 
ed increases in salaries of 
up to 12 per cent in June, 
and would make no 
further compromise. 

Dr Mahathir also said 
the Government would 
blacklist people under- 
mining the system of Con- 
stitutional monarchy by 
using members of the 
royalty for their personal 
interests. 

I f  such practices did not 
stop, the people would 
start questioning the sys- 
tem, he warned. 

On the assimilation of 
Islamic values, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the country 
could not afford to be too 
rigid because of the multi- 
racial, makeup. 
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