REMOVE YOUR THREATS
----- . FIRST, UNIONS TOLD

TUK r Mabhathi
lS prepared to
alk” with union officials on
the demands for higher
wages for civil servants on
condition they ‘remove
their threats” of going on
strike.

“l am w1llmg to meet
them but they must remove
their threats. Just as they
cannot work under threats
from the Government, I
cannot function under
threats,” he said.

He said that although he
was willing to attend the
meeting with them, “I can-
not promise anythmg, even
if it means losmg an (gen-
eral) election.”

Dr Mahathir was speak<
ing to reporters during the
afternoon tea-break at the
Umno general assembly.

He said disgruntled go-
vernment workers could
vote freely in the next gen-
eral election and that they
could also be lnvolved in po-
litical parties “in capacities
determined” (by the Gen-
eral Orders).

He said they had a right
not tQ support the Barisan
Nasional'Btit this threat did
not mean their claims
would be approved.

He explained that the Go-
vernment was unable to en-
tertain the wage claims be-

cause 1t could not affqr
them.

“Even the salary increase
we offered (between $15
and $35_for government

only manages the people’s
un

Earher in his opening ad-
dress, Dr Mahathir said the
Government will not give in

workers in categories C-andw <319, dgmands by the civil ser-

D) will cost us an additional
$300 million annually,” he
said.

He said he had to ask Fin-
ance Minister Daim Zainud-
din to make this salary revi-
sion despite the Govern-
ment's tight financial s1tua-
tion.

He said the Government’s
financial constraints not
only the Government’s
problem but also that of the
nation *“‘as the Government

vants for more wages even
at the risk of being voted
out of power.

“We will not allow the
country to go baakrupt just
to fish for extra votes. We
will not mortgage the

country for fear of losing

seats,” he said.

He said the Government

would borrow to finance de-
velopment projects but not
to pay the salaries of civil
servants.

“Farmers, hawkers, la-

bourers and fishermen are
suffering because of the re-
cession.

“Thousands in the private
sector are out of work be-
cause of -the recession but -
not a single civil servant
has been thrown out of a
job,” he said to the applause
of the delegates.

Dr Mabhathir said the sala-
ry adjustments had affect-
ed the country's financial
situation.

“I feel sad that those who
have been lucky are the
same people who are at-
tempting to destabilise the
country and probably the
rice-bowls of others,” he
added.

He said he was aware that -
not all the civil servants«
were keen on going on
strike over the pay claims.

“The ones who are keen
are actuall‘/\ their union
leaders who have great am-
bitions. It is easy to become
popular by demanding from
others. * °

“But embarking on such a
path is dangerous So be
careful,” he said.

He added that a strike
would aftfect the develop-
ment prog es and re-
auce GovernmentSarnings.
“The Government’s abxh

to increase wages will be
fected for many years.”
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