to the
challenges

within Umno

NS T 2 8 Jui ;‘:4551
THE Umno General
Assembly in 1985 will
surely go down as a
unique occasion in the
annals of the Umno
struggle and the
struggle of the Malay
people.

Firstly, this meeting is
taking place in Umno's
own building. Umno has
had its own premises
since the earliest days
but the previous head-
quarters was too small to
contain any Umno as-
sembly. This just-com-
pleted Umno Complex,
officially opened on
Thursday, is exclusively
designed to provide the
requirements of the lar-
gest yearly meeting in
the country — the Umno
General Assembly.

The Umno Complex
not only signifies the pro-
gress of Umno but the
success of the coalition
Government in Malaysia
since Merdeka.

While we have had to
borrow to carry out this
project, we know nobody
would have been pre-
pared to lend to us if we
had not the means to pay
back. Umno members
themselves did not con-
iribute as expected but
there had been others, de-
claring their success a
product of the Umno
struggle and Gov-
ernment steered by
Umno, who have helped
Umno erecl this new
headquarters.

Apart from that, T am
confident that the re-
venue from this complex
and the income from se-
ver:l businesses in which
Unino has a share will
aid us to repay the loans
and leave a litlle over to

constituencies claimed
by the opposition there is
Umno. .

The large membership
reflects the interest
among Malays to be part
of Umno. Unfortunately,
the spirit and an under-
standing of the Umno
struggle are still not evi-
dent.

Both the special achie-
vements of Umno I men-
tioned, that is, economic
success and increasing
membership, can, on the
face of it, be taken as pro-
gress to be proud of but
there are the uglier ele-
ments, elements that can
cause Umno to collapse
from within.

The economic success
of the Malay people is not
always followed by grati-
tude. Many who have
grown rich and success-
ful are not satisfied mer-
ely with wealth. They
seek out the political
arena and the power sup-
posedly acquired by poli-
ticians.

We have seen money

@It saddens
me to expose
this horrid
affair
(money
politics). I
know the
opposition
will use it to
club us. But I
have no 9
choice.

Firstly, those who
gquestion fairness in
Umno should ask if they
themselves have been
fair. Secondly, fairness is
usually admitted by
those who have got what
they were looking for.
Should a person lose out,
he would certainly doubt
the impartiality of the de-
cision.

Umno, in fact, has a de-
mocratic system and
chooses its leaders by
majority vote. Whether
the chosen leader pos-
sesses a sense of fairplay
cannot be guaranteed.
What is ifhportant is that
when that leader has
been found to be unfair,
he can be replaced
through the democratic
process. Let us not allow
technical nits tc get on
top of the principles and
interests of the party as a
whole.

Among the ugly symp-
toms accompanying the
economic progress of the
Malays and the expand-
ing Umno membership is

Squaring up

whether the Malays can
administer Umno which
has grown bigger. This is
the challenge facing us
now that Umno has
grown bigger and has
members from every
strata of society includ-
ing those that do not un-
derstand the party’'s ob-
jectives or lack the spirit
of nationalism.

In the coming special
assembly, we are going
to table amendments and
new regulations to the
party constitution with
the objective of protect-
ing the solidarity and ef-
fectiveness of the Umno.

I agree that regula-
tions are not as effective
as self-discipline by all of
us. But, in any organisa-
tion, even those that are
well-disciplined, there
are bound to be indivi-
duals who are “thorns in
society’'s flesh”.

The aim of the new
laws are to constraint
such people. If the major-
ity of Umno members be-
have improperly and ig-
nore regulations or laws,
amendments to the party
constitution will not be of
any effect to the preser-
vation of the party.

Co-operation

I hope Umno members
will support these
amendments in the inter-
est of the solidarity and
image of the party. More
so, I hope these amend-
ments will not have to be
used ~ften, and hor« par-
ty members will exercise
self-discipline and act in
a manner of a respected
and dignified race.

Umno accepts reality
and firmly believes in
truth. The reality is that



manage the head-

quarters.

Gratitude

Secondly, the total
count of Umno members
has exceeded one million.
This proves that enthu-
siasm for Umno among
the Malays is still rising.
Wherever we go we find
the signposts of Umno
branches. Surely all the
squatter areas have
these signposts. The first
shed put up in any new
development area will
carry a party signboard
with an Umno pennant
with pride. Even in those

being used in the quest
for positions in Umno,
whether atl the branch,
divisional or national e-
vels. Consolations are
sent to members with
well-wishes from so-and-
s0. Sometimes in special
envelopes with the salu-
tation “best regards”
from the person con-
cerned.

Many {!mno members
are taken for holidays
abroad. Many social
functions are hosted
complete with mini-lec-
tures and benedictions.
Luxury hotels are heavi-
ly patroniscd. So too the
tour buses, with bookings
throughout the year.

Everything has its ori-
gin. Money first ap-
peared when general as-
sembly delegates began
to be accommodated in
posh hotels. Before, these
representatives looked
for their own lodgings in
the small hotels, but
since their votes were co-
veted by Supreme Coun-
cil candidates, they have
been lavishly treated.
Thereafter, the money
contests occurred.

Fairness

We cannot place all
blame on the givers. The
receivers are also wrong.
They solicit, subtly
coercing the hopeful can-
didate for that special
consideration. If refused
that candidate could
come to grief.

It saddens me to ex-
pose this horrid affair. I
know the opposition will
use it to club us. But I
have no choice. The big-
ger the Umno member-
ship, the more such un-
principled persons shall
emerge, using dirty tac-
tics to win places. Even
the old-timers in Umno
forget the campaign
principles for fear of los-
ing position.

In view of this, Umnois
forced to amend its estab-
lished laws in order to
put up more effective res-
traints against the
abuses of members and
party leaders. These laws
will give Umno's regula-
tory boards the power to
settle problems without
the likelihood of court in-
junctions, lately in vogue
among members who
place their own interests
above the party’s.

I realise there are
those who have played up
the concept of contract
between member and
party. It is purported that
as long as Umno exists,
we have no need for con-
tract. What is required,
they say, is fairness in
the settlement of prob-
lems.

. the money politics and

the rush for positions I
spoke of. Suffice it to say
that Umno as well as the

Malaysia is a multi-ra-
cial nation. Therefore,
Umno will continue to co-
vperate with the other

-

@Umno will
continue to
co-operate
with the
other races
as long as
their
strugegle is
not against
the interests
of Umno and
the country. ®

nation will he destroyed
should both warnings re-
main unheeded.

The fortunes of the Ma-
lay people and the future
of Islam will take a turn
for the worst should
Umno fall. Umno's des-
tructian will not be
brought about by ene-
mies from without but by
divisions within, by strife
among members. Recall
that the succession strug-
gles in the Malay States
by royal pretenders to
the sultanates led to 400
years of colonisation. Be
mindful and be humble.
The greedy will lose all in
the end.

Before the arrival of
the Portuguese, Dutch
and English, the Malay
people belonged to so
many little kingdoms,
carved out of the sover-
eign disputes among the
heirs of the Malay Rajas.
The small States were
weak and while the race
for the throne raged on,
one by one they fell to the
colonisers.

The formation of Umno
in 1946 united the Malays
in their struggle against
the Malayan Union. This
unity through Umno con-
tinued until Malaysia
achieved her indepen-
dence.

But, unity and the inte-
gration of the Malay
States into the Federa-
tion of Malaysia brought
with it new challenges —
that is, an enlarged ad-
ministration. History
shows, only a race which
has the capability to ad-
minister a big group of
People can govern a big
and strong State. Without
this capability, the people
will be fragmented into
Small States such as
those that existed during
the early Malay civilisa-
tion in South-East Asia.

The question is

‘races as long as their
struggle is not against
the interests of Umno and
the country.

That is why Umno will-
ingly became a member
of the Alliance and the
Barisan Nasional. We are
willing to sacrifice some
of our' interests to give
priority to national inter-
ests. We want the country
to be politically and econ-
omically stable, and in a
multi-racial country
nothing can be more ef-
fective in ensuring stabi-
lity than through co-
operation between the
various races.

But that co-operation
must be effective and sin-
cere. Up to now, the co-
operation in Alliance and
later the Barisan Na-
sional has been effective
and the coalition Govern-
ments set up under the
Alliance and the Barisan
Nasional have succeeded
in developing our
country, Malaysia.

Eventhough it is nor-
mal for component par-
ties not to interfere in the
internal problems of a
member party, but the in-
terests of the Barisan Na-
sional are more impor-
tant than that of the
particular coalition
partner. If the events in
the component party not
only threaten to destroy
itself but jeopardise the
solidarity of the Barisan
Nasional, therefore, the
coalition cannot remain
indifferent.

Nevertheless, we are
careful in our interven-
tion. Adeguate time is gi-
ven to the component
party to settle its prob-
lems.

Umno regrets when
Barisan Nasiozal efforts
to solve the problem be-
fore the general elections
have been purposely
manipulated by certain



qua. vith allegations
that o intervened in
the . ion of the com-
pone arty’s leaders.
The of such allega-
tions o arouse racial
sentir (s that will be of
adva: ge to certain
quarter
Inwentions

What is strange is that
these people who have
accused Umno of inter-
ferring in their internal
affairs are also the ones
who in the past constant-
1y asked that the services
of certain of their repre-
sentatives in the Gov-
ernment be terminated
or to re-instate certain
persons into the Gov-
ernment because they be-
lieve that such actions
can help them in their
struggle for power in the
component party.

In short, they are the
ones who insisted on ex-
ternal intervention to en-
sure their leadership of
the component party. But
today, they are also the
ones who are blaming
outside intervention after
they have failed to solve
their problems.

The Chinese commun-
ity is the second largest
after the Malays. We like
to see that the Chinese
are represented in the
Government. But two
factors must be taken
into account.

Firstly, the intentions
of Umno to co-operate
with the Chinese com-
munity must not be ex-
ploited for anyone's per-
sonal political interest.

Secondly, the represen-
tatives of the Chinese
community in the Gov-
ernment must comprise
individuals who are sin-
cere and honest and not
people who give prefer-
ence to self-interests.

Leaders must be will-
ing to submit to the deci-
sions of the majority.
Leaders should not look
for issues merely for
their own interests.
Leaders cannot manipu-
late regulations to ensure
the maintenance of their
positions in the party.

Creditors

Umno has no intentions
of interferring in the in-
ternal affairs of other
component parties in the
Barisan Nasional. But
Umno as a member of the
Barisan Nasional is not
willing to see the image
of the coalition threa-
tened by the selfish inter-
ests of a component party
or certain people.  And
Umno is not willing to be

to spend money without
considering the adverse
implications. We can bor-
row money from foreign
countries and banks to
pay off the debts.

But, like individuals
who are in debt, the
country has also to pay
off its borrowings. And
these payments will be a
heavy burden for us to
shoulder. When we are in
debt today and it is our
children who will bear
the burden of repay-
ments. Our ancestors
“mortgaged” the country
through extravagant
spending on massive
wedding celebrations
and the consequent of it
all was that we were co-
lonised.

Creditors today will
not colonise us directly if
we fail to.pay our debts.
But, indirect colonisa-

tructure projects, espe-
cially those that will
bring economic returns,
are needed With that, the
Government launched
several projects eventh-
ough it was during the
economic recession.

The result of our pru-
dent financial manage-
ment was an improved
financial position as com-

pared to other developing

countries in this region
and in the world.
Nevertheless, we are
not free yet from the suf-
ferings. We still need to
be prudent in our spend-
ing. As such, in the se-
veral years to come, we
have to reduce our debts.
But, we should continue
with beneficial projects
because if we don't, the
construction industry
will come to a halt. This
means that not only em-

G'l‘he Chinese
community
is the second
largest after
the Malays.
We like to
see that the
Chinese are
represented
in the Gov-
ernment.3

tion or neo-colonialism
can take place. Then, our
struggle for indepen-
dence will have been of
no use. We and our future
generations will then live
under foreign manipula-
tion.

It is not my intention to
say that the country can-
not borrow at all. We can
borrow. In fact, we
should borrow and often,
the value of the currency
used in the repayment of
debts has dropped com-
pared to the time when
we took up the loan. De-
spite this, there is a limit
to borrowings.

In view of this fact, we
need to be thrifty and to
control our expenditure.
National development
cannot be carried out as
rapidly as before. Pro-
jects and subsidies have
to be reduced. Purchases
of luxury goods from
abroad must be reduced,
whether by the Gov-
ernment or the people.

But many ask why we
are still building bridges
and highways. Can't we

ployers will face losses
but also workers, sup-
pliers, shopkeepers,
hawkers, transport oper-
ators and others will si-
milarly be affected.

Once again I like to
clarify that steps to over-
come the economic reces-
sion are prudent spend-
ing and increased
productivity. Right now,
production costs of raw
materials are much
higher than other coun-
tries with similar pro-
ducts. If we do not reduce
production costs and in-
crease productivity, our
goods cannot compete in
the world market.

Development

Once again those that
will suffer will not only
be the “towkays” but also
the workers and others
who depend directly or
indirectly on raw com-
modities industries.

Reviving the national
economy does not depend
on the Government alone.
All of us, whether as em-

ernment is logical. But,
we cannot borrow to pay
for recurrent operating
expenditure like salaries,
pensions and others. We
cannot do this, just like
someone cannot be bor-

“rowing for his daily

meals.

In a situation where we
are not able to increase
our productivity, we
must spend within our
means. We should make
some sacrifices, so that
debt repayments will not
rise rapidly so much so
our balance is not even
enough for our operating
expenditure.

Unfortunately, there
are threats from the
leadership of the union of
Government employees
that if the Government
does not entertain their
claims, they will go on .
strike. By going on strike,
we will be able to in-
crease our revenue to pay
for the salary increases?

Workers

Of course, it is clear
that strikes will jeopar-
dise the national econ-
emy and slash the Go-
vernment’s revenue.
Business will be disrupt-
ed and foreign investors,
internally and external-
ly, will be frighten to in-
vest. Revenue collection
will be affected and deve-
lopment projects for the
people will be halted.

Far from assisting the
Government in increas-
ing revenue, strikes will
reduce the Government's
income for a long time,
for the effects of indus-
trial action will not dis-
appear as soon as such
actions are stopped. The
Government’s ability to
pay will be affected for a
couple of years.

The Government is not
only responsible to its
staff. The Government is
also responsible to the
people. Up to now, the’
economic recession has
resulted in thousands of
workers in the private
sector losing their jobs.

Many have not been able

to work in a neighbouring
country for there the
economic recession too
has caused local and for-
eign workers to lose their
jobs.

Apart from that, shops
and their workers direct-
ly feel the effects of poor
business. Hawkers who
survived on subsistence
living if the weather is
bad, cannot escape the
pressures of a depressed
economy. Farmers and
fishermen, smallholders



ridiculed by those who
have lost power.

According to the new-
spapers and rumours,
there is a downturn in the
country’s economy.
These reports are sup-
ported by the actions of
certain employers in
some industries in re-
trenching or reducing the
working hours of their
employees.

postpone these projects?

Recession

Actually, the recession
hit us by surprise. Its ef-
fects on the national
economy were only fully
felt between 1983 and
1985. In 1980, we were still
quite well-off so much so
we were able to have
revisions of civil ser-
vants’ 8alaries earlier

6There are
threats from
the leader-
ship of the
union of
Government
employees
that if the
Government
does not
entertain
their claims,
they will go
on strike.a

Our country is a nation
that depends on trade
with foreign countries,
especially developed
countries, for the growth
and stability of our econ-
omy. In a situation of de-
teriorating world econ-
omy, we cannot but feel
the effects of this reces-
sion.

What is important is
not the reasons for the
recession in foreign coun-
tries. What is important
is our attitude and mea-
sures in facing this reces-
sion.

We can adopt an atti-
tude of ignoring reality
and continue with our
normal practices, that is,

than usual and big in-
creases in wages and
pensions.

Similarly, we did not
have any reasons to post-
pone projects that had al-
ready been launched.
Only in 1983 did we delay
projects that had not
been committed. Defini-
tely, those projects where
contracts had been
awarded or the works
were in progress, had to
be continued. If they were
to be cancelled, a large
amount of compensation
would have to be paid out
to the concerned compan-
ies. This is a loss without
a single benefit.

Nevertheless, infras-

ployers or salaried
workers, are also respon-
gsible. The shouts and
screams of workers and
analysis by experts at se-
minars and workshops
will not bring any benefit
as long as all of us do not

:have a responsible atti-

tude and make an effort

‘to increase productivity.

Only prudent spending
and higher productivity

‘can be the cure for our

economic recession.
There is no other cure.
As I have mentioned
earlier, the world econo-
mic recession has affect-
ed our economy. Malay-
sia is a country where 50
per cent of the Gross Na-
tional Product is depen-
dant on trade with other
countries. With declining
demand from advanced
countries, we cannot but
see our revenue from
trade declining. A re-
duced volume of trade in
turn lowers the income
received by the Gov-
ernment from export, in-
come and other taxes.
What should we do in

such a situation? If we’

want to continue with our
normal spending, we can-
not but get ourselves in
debt. National debt is a
serious problem. Interest
and loan principal must
be paid. Part of the re-
venue collected by the
Government must be

.used to pay debts. After

paying large amounts for
debts and operating ex-
penses, the Government
does not have adequate
funds for development.

But, development has
to be continued and im-
portant projects have to
be implemented. There-
fore, we are forced to bor-
row.

To borrow for an im-
portant project that will
reap benefits to the Gov-

and mine workers, all of
them suffer not only be-
cause of loss of or re-
duced income but also in-
flation.

On the contrary, not
one worker in the Gov-
ernment has been sacked
because of the economic
recession. Actually, some
of them have received
pay increases amounting
to 12 per cent, that is,
more than one month's
salary in a year. There
are also some who have
been upgraded in their
posts and have had their
allowances increased.

Does the Government
need to entertain its staff
only without taking into
consideration the other
citizens? I am sad that
these people who are
lucky enough are consi-
dering threatening the
stability of the country
and probably, the rice
bowls of other people.

We know that we are
going to have a general
election soon and we need
as much support as we
can. But, the Barisan Na-
sional is not willing to
make Malaysia a bank-
rupt nation purely to fish
for votes. We will face the
challenges and the
threats with a firm stand.

The salary offer that
we have agreed to has al-
ready affected the na-
tion's financial position.
We are not prepared “to
mortgage” the nation
even if we face the pro-
spect of losing seats.

I am aware that not all
Government servants
are interested in taking
part in the strikes. Those
interested are the leaders
with their grand ambi-
tions. It is easy to become
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popular by pressuring
others to give in to so-
mething.

" It is easy to make the
civil servants’' salary
revision claims issue a
stepping stone to a-much-
dreamed-about post. But,
that path is dangerous
and can work against the
person concerned. There-
fore, be careful.

Malaysia is a democra-
tic country. Each citizen
has freedom of move-
ment. The Government
has no intention of cur-
tailing excessively the
critiques of the Gov-
ernment. On the con-
trary, we want to have a
more liberal attitude.
That is why we have re-
lease many detainees.
Th~t is also why we have
made it easier for a lot
more publishing activi-
tie. to be carried out.
That is also why we
stopped public confes-
sions through the televi-
sion and other mass me-
dia.

But, as a responsible
Government, we cannot
ignore the fact that the
security and stability of
the country is the Go-
vernment's responsibi-
lity. When we feel it is
necessary, we will use
justly all our powers and
laws available to us. No
one should have doubts
about this.

Even before Umno was
formed, the Malay people
had stated their support
for a democratic system.
A meeting of Malay es-
tablishments to organise
resistance to the Ma-
layan Union had automa-
tically made its resolu-
tions along democratic
lines.

When it was formed,
Umno enunciated its de-

sire for parliamentary
democracy and constitu-
tional monarchy. Other
ideologies — socialist or
communist, liberal or
conservative — did not
guide nor influence
Umno. Only parliamen-
tary democracy and
constitutional monarchy.

We do not deny the in-
fluence of the British in
Umno's choice. In Malay
history, democracy does
not exist. What did was a

system of monarchy, in

which the ruler wielded
absolute power. The sys-
tem of Malay rule was
feudal. It was this feudal
system that yielded the
Malay States to the co-
lonisers.

Democracy

While we are not so
fond of the manners of
the British, we do not re-
fuse something purely
because of its British ori-
gin. As a mature people,
we assess and examine to
separate the chaff from
the wheat. We do not hesi-
tate simply out of regard
for origin. The important
thing is whether it is like-
1y to bring about good or

~ evil. And we believe that

the parliamentary demo-
cratic system and
constitutional monarchy
is as good as a system
can be — certainly better
than feudalism.

We do not regret our
choice. Democracy
makes certain that a
leader no longer fit to
lead will not be able to
maintain his position. It
is of course better if a
leader or a Government
is not perturbed or sha-
dowed by the possibility
of defeat while drafting
policies or setting out
programmes. A Gov-
ernment under no such
pressure can act with
greater justice. Any in-
fluential person or group
will not threaten to with-
draw support if there is
nothing to be gained.

However, a popular
Government in a demo-
cracy is forced to take ac-
count of the effects of po-
licy or legislation. In
other words, politics de-
terminegs Government.
Pressed by the likelihood
of an electoral loss, de-
mocratic Governments
often put . political inter-
ests above all else.

Nevertheless, we are
loath to dictatorship or
feudalism. We are more
comfortable with the
thought that we can
change Governments de-
mocratically than with
the prospect of a harsh
and inconsiderate Gov-
ernment that cannot be
toppled short of revolu-
tion.

Through the system of
parliamentary demo-

cracy we can change the
people’s representatives
and Governments as we
please. With democracy
we could with certainty
eject wrongly chosen,
corrupt and iron-fisted
Governments within five
years. -

We have selected the
system of constitutional
monarchy, instead of a
republic with a presiden-
tial administration be-
cause at the time of our
campaign for indepen-
dence, the Rulers in gene-
ral supported and co-
operated with.the
nationalist movement.
The monarchy was not

the Constitution that pro-
tects them, these people
with vested interests are
of the opinion that with
the involvement of the
Rulers in their activity,
they too will be sheltered
by the law, and can afford
to forgo the policy and ob-
jectives of a Government
of the people.

They concoct elaborate
business plans to attract
the Rulers’ interest and
attempt to get the Rulers
to take part. They not
only hope to win over the
authorities easily but to
trounce their competi-
tors primarily the Bumi-
putera businessmen.

@But Malay-
sia is our
country, the
country of
the Malays,
the Bumipu-
teras, Ma-
laysians of
Chinese ori-
gin, Indians,
Ibans, Ka-
dazans and
other ethnic
groups. ®

severely obstructionist
as in Indonesia or India.
In any case, there was no
reason to pick a republi-
can system with a Presi-
dent as head of State.

Additionally, the sys-
tem of parliamentary de-
moeracy and constitu-
tional monarchy entrusts
Government upon the
people. The King be-
comes the symbol of Gov-
ernment so that the
loyalty of the people to
the nation is directed at
this symbol of sover-
eignty. But the adminis-
tration of the country is
in fact decided by the
people through free elec-
tions.

Because the Ruler is
not involved in adminis-
tration and is unconnect-
ed to party politics, the
people’s dedication is not
divided. The people are
not clouded by political
colour or ideology in
their loyalty te King and
country.

Unhappily, although
this system is running
smoothly and politicians
do not invite the partici-
pation of the Rulers,
there is now a different
party of persons intend-
ing to use the regal in-
fluence of the Rulers for
their personal ends. Be-
cause the Government
reveres the Rulers and

Like it or not, this sort
of thing mars the good
name of the Rulers
among the people. Like it
or not, should this go on,
the public prestige of the
Rulers will turn sour.
Like it or not, the people
will eventually question
the system of constitu-
tional monarchy.

Delegates all, the Gov-
ernment has tried its best
to conceal these enter-
prises for the good of the
Rulers. But little by little,
such enterprises that
bear the influence of the
Rulers has surfaced to
within earshot of the peo-
ple.

Before the people's re-
spect for the Rulers is
disfigured, 1 wish to ad-
vise, nay warn, that
group of persons at-
tempting to make use of
the Rulers for an advan-
tage in business, to bring
that ploy to a halt. We do
not want the people to
cast doubts on the system
of constitutional mon-
archy. We, in Umno,
uphold this' system and
do not want it threatened
or challenged by avari-
cious personal interests.

Anyone found attempt-
ing such an endeavour
will be blacklisted and
his entire commercial
dealings with the Gov-
ernment leered at and ig-



nored. He will be exposed
to the public glare for
bringing the system of
constitutional Monarchy
into disrepute.

I like to reiterate that
Malaysia is a multi-ra-
cial and multi-religious
country. While Islam is
recognised as the
country’s official reli-
gion, other religions can
freely be practiced by
their respective fol-
lowers. Besides, Muslims
are protected from the
spread of other religions.
On the contrary, in
spreading and increasing
the number of Muslims,
the use of force is comple-
tely out.

All these, directly or in-
directly, are the constitu-
tional provisions, our
country's administrative
basic law legislated
while taking into consi-
deration the Islamic per-
spective in the adminis-
tration of a multi-racial
and multi-religious
country.

The Quran and hadith
and sunmnah (traditions)
form the foundation of
the Muslims' faith. This
basis cannot be ques-
tioned, but for the daily
practice, we need com-
prehensive practical gui-
delines.

Society

For instance, verse 60
of Al-Anfaal exhorts
Muslims to make prepar-
ations to defend them-
selves. During the Pro-
phet's time, this would
mean getting ready the
swords and horses. In
this modern era, de-
fending the ummah
means getting ready
with carbines, machine
guns, cannons, tanks,
planes, warships, sub-
marines, radar, laser
beam ranger finders and
1,001 other modern equip-
ment. While the Quran,
hadith and sunmah pro-
vide guidelines, efforts to
invent all these equip-
ment must be made by us
with the use of the mind
bestowed by God.

It is the same with the
methods of rule. While
the basic guidelines can
be found in the Quran, ha-
dith and sunnah to pre-
vent various modern
crimes, to administer
economic zones, to con-
trol the traffic in towns
and on the streets, to
manage ports and air-
ports, anti-smuggling
operations and 1,001 re-
sponsibilities, the Gov-
ernment has to enforce
the law using use the
mind and expertise on a
consultative basis. What
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and the situation of a Mujahiddin fighters, the
country. struggle to free Afghanis-
It must be emphasised 1ap rests on their own ef-
that Islam provides flexi- forts.
bility and takes the con- To ensure that they
temporary situation into fight courageously to
consideration. In the ad- free their own country,
ministration, the safety the love for Afghanistan,
and the well-being of the  the Jove which knows no
society are important. fear, which defies death,
We cannot rely on the in-  must pe inculcated in the
terpretation made by any hearig of the Afghans
ordinary person no mat- themselves.
ter how. knowledgeable This is called the feel-
the person may be, if the ing of nationalism and
interpretation is so rigid the spirit that culminates
that the safety of the so- from it is called the spirit
ciety and the Muslims is  of nationalism. Though
threatened. Sympathy from all Mus-
.In‘ Malaysia our ad- lims is important, the
ministration is not con- struggle for Afghanis-
trary 1o the principles of tan’'s freedom is de-
Islam in taking the con- termined by the nationa-
temporary situation iuto  jigt spirit of the Afghans
account, including the si-

themselves.
tuation where half of the N . .
people of this country are
people of this ationalism

A lot of things which Nevertheless, hostility
oare haram (prohibited by between two Muslim
Islam) to us are not groups or two Muslim
haram to non-Muslims, countries is different.
We just cannot force Such an emnity is con-
them to practice what is trary to the teachings of
advocated by Islam. Ifwe Islam. It is these types of
try to do that they will people who are known as
find ways to render our mazhabiah or asabiah
attempt ineffective. Be- (parochial loyalties).
sides, our relationship They turn their back on
with them will deterior- Islam as they are too fan-
ate and will probably atical and loyal to their
lead to conflict. Their ac- groups.
tion in avoiding the law Umno is represented
can also have adverse ef- by Malays who possess
fects on the image of the the spirit of nationalism.
country. But we do not turn our

We do not want to be- back on Islam despite
come munafik (hypo- such aspirit. The spirit of
crites) who exhibit reli- nationalism gives
gious faith in our own strength to the Islamic
country but commit vices struggle and brotherhood
when abroad. We do not in Islam.
want to say something On the contrary,
but do something else in- groups which oppose
stead. The name of Islam Umno can afford to deny
has been greatl y  the brotherhood in Islam
Smeared. In fact, the and hur! accusation

Muslims are being which clearly indicates
laughed at because of the that it is not Islam which
actions of a group of hy- becomes their guidelines,

pocrites among the Mus-  but emotions and the de-
lims themselves. vils.

As a Malay national or-
i isation, Umno does
Contht ﬁgtn doubt its Islan_\hc ér(:z-
t to be tivation. Umno will con-
h chtit;:t:: t V‘:”ano not  tinue to upho_ld th(; :p:;l;
W);I:‘t ol intezpre;:- gfig?t:)?nr?;tliir:alism in
tioys;(;n grisﬂﬁi;ngrzhen I})mno is similar t(;i;kt\:
qu:rcontgary to the inter- spirit of nanogaa.n lam
‘.‘f-etions we have arrived  shown by t};(; ﬁfg han Mu-
gt and touted about. ]'a,hlddln. ¥ e Maay
In our efforts to prac-  tinue to pr oo et
tice and spread Islam, we  privileges an ibitity
l(':ll use the flexibility neglect our respon il
pr vided by the religion in order to fish for vre es-
?(":Ne find it necessary Those w;\;) (:g:o;[alay
and beneficial to us in the z; ;;g ::-:‘ ot traigors Y
lm'll‘ght?;fore, we start Islam. Votes ar:ag;xpglz;t
with assimilation ofi Is%i- :,a:\tsilr:oi lc(ijer:g: sell‘ o
i admin-
me ‘{'a(}:elsf i:rlet;‘\fcceed in raceand angestrytfor tVsZ
:es;::zrling} that our Gov- sake\?ii gttxt:;ii;?nzsté e
i n, effi-  should no X
ernr:‘etr;:l;&’gil'::% cour- ligious interpreta’luortxi ;g;
f;z,lll:; diligent, modest,  the b(i:.\tergzt‘ eo; ye :(; o
disciplined, responsmlg as be ing y o B
uali- which purport
?ir:; l\‘;sl‘l)xi‘c:ltsb;ﬂ;\elzgy de-  upholds the teachings of
voted Muslim, Insha Al- Islam,h ther hand, we
iah, Islam will spread On the 0 it
ad we will enjoy pro-  should build up oF spirit
:[I)lerity in this world and of na,honahs:‘x‘ll.lst oe - uhis
the next (akhirat). purpose, we o na
This is why we empha- thgt' our cap T
ise the assimilation of  ability are on p s
slsl ic values in Gov-  that of other racesas he
iinz;nment administration. gountig,d::eggngn an e
is meaningless un- ave s
g?ihmel:alues I have just to carry out sot\;)x; :;:(:i-
tioned are put into tions, as l.onga e specl:
ment_ We do not want  fic functions are L oun
pralc, m;ar.l conflict with  der our con?rz.)) an e
thoss who regard form  jack the effxcx_ency,l o
those important, but they  spirit of _patmr}\a Lam
nllloiﬁd HI())t regard those  lacks ful.mment. n 1the
:v}?o do not stress on form raci_al imbalance
as less Islamic. What is continue. N tiona.
important is that if there The spirit of na l% ne:
is any difference of opin- jism do'es not mean (; hest
jon in Islam, we a.ccept thumping, to betp oud
the facts of the differ- and arrogant or to Jook
ence, but we should not down on qthex"s. The
break up just because of  gpjrit of nationalism 12 to
the difference. motivate us to “pg:.t le
The Muslims, where-  gyp capability so tha ;‘ s
ever they are, are on par, in fact .h;lgth;
brothers, but the Muslim than others and “{ltn-f- é
community in one place e hecome a dlgq‘x ie
or country should stand  5p4 cespectable raie.
on their own feet. That is This is {he nationalism

h we are sym- t by Umnoe when we
;;ﬁ?izugith the Afghan  ™meantby



chose the name for our
party and we determine
the objective of our strug-
gle. Let not anyone tar-
nish our nationalist spirit
with bad deeds and di-
shonourable behaviour

- or actions which will de-
grade our race.

The Malays will not
disappear from the face
of the earth. But what
sort of Malays? Respec-
table ones or those who
become slaves to others,
or those who always seek
alms, the dispirited ones
and those who cannot af-
ford to defend them-
selves? What type of Ma-
lays who will not perish
from this earth? Let us
ponder together. If we
want respec¢table and ca-
pable Malays, then we
have to change our atti-
tude and strengthen our
spirit. Insha Allah, we
will become respectable
Malays.

A Malay proverb says
Hujan emas di negeri
orang, hujan keris lemb-
ing di negeri sendiri, le-
bih baik negeri sendiri
(literally: rains of gold in
other people’s country,
rains of kris and spears
in our own country, still
our own country is bet-
ter). Malaysia is our
country. Malaysia is not
actually heaven though it
does not rain kris and
spears. The people are
made up of various com-
munities and certainly
there are differences of
opinions and sometimes
disputes. In such a so-
ciety, there tends to be
disagreement on anyth-
ing that is done or not
done.

But Malaysia is our
country, the country of
the Malays, the Bumipu-
teras, Malaysians of
Chinese origin, Indians,
Ibans, Kadazans and
other ethnic groups. No
matter how poor Malay-
sia is, the people must
love it. This is normal.

People like what they
are used to. Thus they are
used to their respective
countries. That is why
there are people who are
willing to live in the de-
sert which is so hot and
dry. There are also those
who are prepared to live
in cold countries where
the land is covered with
thick snow.

They are prepared to
live in such conditions
and refuse to move, They
are willing to fight to
their last drop of blood if
their countries are at-
tacked. It is because of
the love for such common
places that races and
countries come into exis-
tence. It is the love for
these common places
that is called nationa-
lism.

Prosperous

The Malay race is also
the Malaysian race.
While we consider the
Malay States as the ori-
ginal homeland of the
Malays, we recognise the
rights of other communi-
ties as Malaysian citi-
zens. Though some of
them leave the country to
live in other countries, we
do not deny the fact that
the majority of the people
in this country are truly
loyal to Malaysia. There-
fore, we recognise them
asg citizens. :

We, the Malays, should
not be ashamed of our
love for our country and
race. We are ordinary
mortals and this is a
common human feeling.
There is no one whose
heart is so without feel-
ing that it does not throb
when he returns home
from abroad. The longer
he is separated from his
homeland, the stronger is
his heart beat. Indeed,
this is the land we love
and this is our land.

I am not ashamed to
admit that the spirit of
nationalism has given
motivation to my actions.
I believe we all have si-
milar feelings. If not, we
should cultivate the love
for the people and the
country. We will not lose.
In fact, we will benefit
and become more pro-
sperous. We will be re-
spected and we will suc-
ceed.

Umno is a nationalist
party. Umno members
are Muslims. Therefore,
Umno is also an Islamic
party. Islam and nationa-
list spirit do not contra-
dict each other. As a na-
tionalist party, Umno
will protect the Malays,
in particular, and the
people and the country, in
general, from threats and
outside influence.

Umno will inculcate
the spirit of nationalism
s0 that it consolidates
every effort to develop
and build a respectable,
dignified and successful
country. As an Islamic
party, Umno will uphold
the principles of Islam.

This is Malaysia, our
country. And it is this
country that we will de-
velop and defend. I pray
that Allah gives us His
grace and guidance.
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