Govtto hia

THE Government will blacklist
anyone who makes use of the Rul-
ers to further his own business
nterests and his applications for
government tenders or contracts

will not be considered. =~
atuk i ir said the
sovernment wo! S0 expose

hem so the people can judge for
‘hemselves who poses a threat to
he system of a constitutional
nonarchy.

Dr Mabhathir said that these peo-
ple were taking advantage of the
Government’s respect for the

Rulers he system. )

“They think they will also enjoy
the same protection if they were
to get the Rulers involved in their
business activities.” .

Dr Mabhathir added that he did
not want the people to question
the system of constitutional mon-
-archy which Umno upholds.

“I do not want anyone-te=ehal-
lenge it simply because of the in-
terests of a group of greedy peo-

le
P He said the Umno delegates and
the Government had tried to con-

lis, jngse who

ctivities of these people

to protect the good name of the
Rulers.

However, he added, their activi-

ties were gradually becoming

. known to thg xakyat.

He said they had embarked on
business ventures to win over the
Rulers and tried to include them
in their-projects.

They not only hoped to gain the
influence of the authorities but
also to compete successfully with
other businessmen, especially bu-
miputras, Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said Umno had
chosen to adopt the constitutional
monarchy because the Rulers had
supported the nationalist move-
ment when the people were fight-
ing for independence.

Therefore, there was no reason
for the people to choose a republi-
can government in which the
president is the head of -state or
zm_};j other form of government, he
said.

During a tea break in the after-
noon, Dr Mahathir described as
“serious” the incidence of Rulers

make use of Rulers

being made use of by “big busi
nessmen” for financial gain.

“I brought up the matter today
because 1t has become serious.
This has been going on for some
time and it is increasing steadily,”
he told reporters:

Dr Mahathir said he was forced
to give the “open warning” to en-
sure the people’s continued sup-

port and res or the constitu-
tional monar%em.
He added that the Rulers were

aware of the Government’s aim
and its duty to protect the system.
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