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v. u A L A ‘,UMPUR 3 SEPT 24 !SEPNFr,k’~ -- PPIME MINISTER DATUK SERl DR 
MAHATHIR MrjHAMAD TODAY REITEP;liEk THAT THE GOVERNMEN? @ILL NOT B0W T-0 

. THREATS FROM P,NY QtlCiRTEFt INCLUDING .SUE%kCS. 
THE VMNO PRESIDENT TOLD THE PARTY GENERAL ASSEMBLY HERE THAT THE 

GO’JERNMENT bJAS PREPARED FOP THE THREATS MADE EY CUEPACSl WHICH IS 
SCHEDULED TO LAUNCH A NATIONWIDE PICKET 0N TUESDAY T0 BACK ITS 
CLAIMS FOR A SALARY REVISlr’N Ft>R CIVIL SERVANTS. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAP0 THAT E?.Y GOING AHEAD WITH THE 
PICKETING THE GOVERNMENT SERVANTS WHO WERE CUEPACS MEMBERS WCULO 
SHOW THAT THEY WERE UNGRATEFUL FOR WHAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD DONE FOR 
THEM. 

Fir; WAS 7 HOWEVER9 CONFIDENT THAT THE CUEPACS MEMBERS WHO WERE 
UMN0 MEMBERS WCULO IGNORE THE THREATS AND CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE 
THEIR CONFSOENCE IN AN0 SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 

HE ALSO REITERATED THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO MEET THE 
CVEPACS LEADERS OVER THE SALARY CLAIMS +AS LONG AS THE GOVERNMENT 
REMAINS UNDER THREAT.+ -- MORE 
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+IF THEY WISH TO HAVE TALKS3 THEY SHOULD NOT ISSUE ANY THREATS 
THAT HAVE PCLITICAL OVERTUNESy+ HE SAID. 

OATUK SERl DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GdVEHbiMENT HAD ALWAYS BEEN 
CONSIDERATE AN0 APPRECIATED THE PR0SiEMS FACING THE WORKERS, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE LOWER GRO?IPS. 

BUT3 HE SAID- THE ,GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSI8fLITY WAS NI?T TO ITS 
EMPLOYEES ALONE BUT TO ALL GROUPS IN THE COMMUNITY AS WELL? 
INCLU3ING THE FARMERS ANC FISHERMEN l4HQ HAD A TOUGHER TIME DEALING 
WITH THE PRESSURES OF LIFE THAN GOVERNMENT WCRKERS. 

HE SAID THE FARMERS AN0 FISHERMEN HAD NO SUCH BENEFITS AS A 
FIXEO MONTHLY SALARY7 PENSION 0R ALLOWANCES z 

AND WITH THE OECLINE IN THE PRICES OF THE PRIMARY COMMODITIES 
AND UNCERTAIN FISH CATCHES AND INCOME, THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO GIVE 
MORE ATTENTION TO THESE GROUPS WHICH HE SAID WERE +LIVING FROM HAND 
TO MOUTH.+ -- MCRE 
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DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR ALSO DREW ATTENTION Ti) THE PLIGHT 0F 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS, 17200 OF WHOM IN PULAU PINANG HA0 BEEN 
RETRENCHED RECENTLY BECAUSE OF THE ECONi)MIC RECESSION. 

HE ALSO COMPARED THE SALARIIES OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS IN THE 
LOWER GROUPS WITH THEIR PRIVATE SECTOR COUNTERPARTSI SAYING THE 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES WERE NOT (1NL.Y EARNING MORE BUT ENJOYED SUC: 
BENEFITS AS LIFE-LONG PENSIONS. 

H 

+WHAT MORE DO GOVERNMENT SERVANTS WANT” WhAT IS WRONG WITH T HE 
GOVERNMENT CHANNELLING PART 0F THE COUNTRY’S INCOME TO THOSE WHO ARE 
MORE IN NEED -- THE FISHERMEN, THE HAWKERS9 THE FARMERS’+ 

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID HE REGRETTED CUEPACS’ INGRATITUDE, 
ADDING THAT THE GOVERNMENT’S GOOD TREATMENT WAS BEING RECIPROCATED 
WXTH THREATS TO PICKET AND STRIKE AND TO WITHDRAW SUPPORT FOR THE 
EARlSAN NASidNAL. 

STRESSING THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BUDGE FROM ITS STAND. 
UNTIL THE THREATS WERE WITHDRAWN9 HE SAID THAT EVEN IF THE 
GOVERNMENT DID NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT OF ITS EMPLOYEES IT WOULD STILL 
CoMMANO THE BACKING OF THE FARMERS AND THE FISHERMEN. -- BERNAMA’ 
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