Ruhbing
shotlders
and
currying

B O s

people who rub shoulders
with Ministers do so be-
cause they seek favours,
i ir
Mohamad said.

He said Ministers had
to meet people as it was
part of their job. They
had to talk to their of-
ficers and constituents.

“But, in general, Minis-
ters do not like people to
be close to them as they
would be swamped with
all sorts of requests,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said peo-
ple who make such alle-
gations were those who
failed to obtain “someth-
ing” after having “rubbed
shoulders” with Minis-
ters. ’

The Prime Minister
told this to delegates in

' his winding-up spech at
the 36th Umno General
Assembly yesterday.

The Umno president
said Ministers welcomed
meetings with people
who needed help to solve
genuine problems per-
taining to the party or the
Government. ’

But visiting Ministers
to gain favours, like ob-
taining licences, was de-
finitely out.

The processing of li-
cences, for instancey in-
volved scrutiny of Bépli--
cations by Ministry of-
ficers.

Dr Mahathir said the
views of these officers
could not be dismissed
simply to favour a par-
ticular applicant.

On a matter raised by a
delegate from the Batu
division on why the con-
tract for the Putra World
Trade Centre was not gi-
ven to a Bumiputera, Dr
Mahathir said the ques-
tion of who obtained the
coptract was immaterial.

“The fact that the con-
tract did not go to a Bu-
miputera does not mean
that there is no Malay in-
volvement in the con-
struction of the building.
Why don’'t you ask who
the architect is and who
owns the building. Look
at the design and the de-
cor. Everything about
the building. reflects the
Malay identity.
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