Dr M: Why
v‘%uld;be
members

screened

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad warned Ummo
members that Opposition
members could infiltrate
the party and create cha-
os if there was no proper
screen)fy of new
membe at ograssroots
fevel”

“We do not know the -
tentions and objectives of
new members or would-be
members. They might have
different motives for join-
g the parry

“When the speeches of
casseltes of Ustae Abdul
Hadi Awang could be sold
at the Umno complex dur-
mg the general assembly,
this torm ol intiltration can
<lso happen”™ he told dele
BRI

he Prime Minister was
speaking after o few branch
aders had objecied 10
amendments to the party's
constitution which em-
power only divisions to ap
prove the membership of
those wishing to join at
hranch levels

Dr Mahathir said if there
was no control over the re-
cruitment of members, Op
posttion members forming
an Umno branch could
cause chaos and problems
for the Government.

He said there had been in-
cidents in certain States
where a number of mosques
and imams appointed by the
Government had been tak-
en over or influenced by
people through subtle
means.

“These mosques, built by
the Government, are now
being controlled by people
who oppuse us

“Once this happens, it 1s
very difficult for us to re-
gain control of these
places,” he said.

“We do not have any sel-
fish interests in proposing
these amendments other
than to safeguard our par-
ty.”
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