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t -. Il2lrysi2 ' s wc~cric?ncL Qf the Con?~nonw~slt h has not 

::ndz,:ared -the Or gnnis2tion to it . Lndced the goodai.11 thEt 

:-lc !.iQ.d when wc- first joined it hns btien worn thin with the 
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E. mwever, I would like to take this opportunity to talk 

about a few of the problems tha.t face the world today, 

gart LculU-ly their (:2 f f 5 c, t on developing countries 1 ike 

Blr?lsysi2. 

PI i . The concept of Jr;.sticc and fairplay hS changed 

COLSidC23?Flbly j 'i'h<.: most ir!ipOrt~Et determinant Of 

i;Ltcrnetioi:nl hehnv:lcur now is strength -- economic 

strength, iJOlitiC22 StIlTt21lgtIi and Of course rxilitary 

strength . 'Iqc s cc> t o d d 7 powerful countries actually 

I-i.p;:inudi.n.~ thti hideous bc;iha.viour of countries like Israel. 

::'5 do not approve of iatcrnational terrorism by individuals 

c > I" or.~:nni.sat iOfiS , whatever t he reasons . But for any 

r::t?onnl edninistration to approve of terrorism by the 

~O~~L7TiX~C!iltS Of countries i :; to desert complctcly 

ixtornationnl morality. 

2 y,r (2 LT 2 <: , the cccnomies of poor countries destroyed by the 

zcGr,o:aic pclicies cf the rich and the povrerful. vc see tl-12 

i T-.-Y? ;lcnt j.al A. 1.. - _- COllfl-t~~i~S exerting pressure on their client 
-:- r, 5 1..1 ,, 1 bCE I;0 re;-j ect legitimnte clnims such CIS that on 

.*..ilt3~CticLT. :!nd, 0 f  course, we see powerful nations 

r:~~~~sicnlly occupying neig;hE:ouring countries in order, they 

el:liKl, to pr:,tei;t ';>*GGi3& vo,c3 . 1 

ct me 7.-i 1 . r~.Gc,.jc has to mczoklv s;ub~~i'c t> 211 these because they 

*_ "‘,;',; n c C !iO i CC . Gunboat dipion?cy is not dead. It has 

t ,T! A\: A r1 c a more frightening dimension. 'I'!~is is the world that 



sl:3a.l1 developing countries have to struggle in, to survive. 

i.:.' i) 3 ;- c a. :I c Ol?l e +Lc:ret:lel* C. ) to -> cqpe1< S#z,;-dy.-j-J<V Y in numbers. BUti 

-tile cavalier fns!;i.sn wi-th which even the United Nations has 

52 ~2 en dismissed by the rich and the powerful has proven the 

n a. i. v e t e 0 f t 11 at assumption. 

IO . Malaysia lives by trade. so too do most of the 

duveloping countries. We can oniy :!~roduce primary products 

!(rl,.iCl~ we hope to trade for the manufactured goods we need. 

9ut for the past few years the price of primary products 

i-: PLy,7 c plummeted. Nothing fetches a fair price anymore, 

Indeed, frequently the prices are lower than the cost of 

production. Why is .this so? I n the .Pirst place develoI~,ed 

countries go into competing primary products which they 

subsidise and produce in oxccss. Then they fix the price 

through commodity exchanges in their countries with 

membership confined to themselves. If their members look 

!.ike losing money, then they change the rules. They even 

stt?rt rumours in order to influence prices. And the western 

I>!res.s aids and nijets them. 

2-r . I!u.t not SC? t 11 e !~~~~:l-~f;~-:: i;u;-yj ~;oocls that they market in 

.i; h 2 :3 0 0 .i’ d C? V f: I.0 Ij i. !i g C 0 i: i3 t 1' i C S ?‘i;ere >\ye no exchanges for 

~3A.1lilfnCt~d1'Cd ~goods . 'I'llC yJriC,2 is determined by the 

:-?W!LlP2CtUl-erS thcmselvcs. And whether the raw material 

,yi(ys po up or do:vn : the price of msnufnctured goods always 

: '. 0 .c r; * . And so more and more commodities have to be sold by 
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2-5. And now back to South Africa. Thc?re is no Government 

like the YeRime in S,?:~th Africa. It is a total pariah. It 

legal ises the WXRLlY il.lq;al. Mincrity is majority. 

Slavery is Preedcm. Ghettos care natif3ns. Like Israel, th-.iy 

rtispect 110 intc2rn?,ti~~n2.1 norms . %unclaries are not sncrtzd 

-tic -the racists i-?f South Africa. 

‘* fj .L . And this white racist Regime survives in this dny nnd 

rig3. And why 6.0~s: i t survive'? It survives because the 

pmple who ZL 1.. +z f and 92 criticising FLll@gfXl racism in 

drzveic!r,ing c.ountries nre :lix ~>rep-?ri-!d to do anything about 

.t:re most b3.0 _ ,,t;tntly rricist regime in the world. 

-: ‘7 
2, . :.$?“:I rips iz? di-;es nat trndc with &-,nt;h flfricn. V/e deprive 

7 12 r ,T 13 1 TJ e L: c, f scbstnntial revenue by so doing. But those 

',..J?-:: ) F, '2 :IpFlicr-tion of sanctions are likely t(.j bring South 

,:lCrica tc! its knees, have anI7 number cl-f Erguments why they 

ShC.:.'dld llot ;'"PPlY s~nctic~ns. Restrictions on imports from 

', <-> ,., r . IS countriss 1 restrictions tvhich cause r e Lz 1 human 

~~~f'f,:-i n,c:s i .- ui .- in these smnll stntes are alright. I3ut not 

s?i-:c-tir:ns .z.gainst &;uth Africc2. . The blacks would suffer. 

'.:'ht is the cxcus~:. 



-7- 

Usma Putra 
KUALA LUMPUR 

17th October 1385 


	Mahathir Speech - Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, Nassau, Bahamas (Press Release 17/10/1985)

