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DATUK Seri Dr MahatJirMoha.mad gave leaders 
of Commonwealth countries a io7fwhen he spoke 
his mind on the past and future of the organisa- 
tion and the problems bedevilling the world at the 
opening of CHOGM on Wednesday. Pulling no 
punches, the Prime Minister stated in clear terms 
Malaysia’s stand on the Commonwealth, apart- 
heid, the Namibia issue and the world economy. 

Admitting that he had a jaundiced view of the 
Commonwealth, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the 
organisation today was different from what it was 
when it started and had failed to live up to its 
expectations. Below is the full text of Dr Mahath- 
ir’s speech. 

I MUST confess my plea- 
sure at being here in this 
enchanting Caribbean para- 
dise. The Commonwealth 
has done well to choose the 
Bahamas for this confer- 
ence. On behalf of the Ma- 
laysian dele ation I would 
like to than &; the Govern- 
ment of the Bahamas for 
the hospitality and courtesy 
extended to us. 

I cannot help but be 
soothed by the environment 
and the gracious hospital- 
ity, des ite my jaundice 
view oft e Commonwealth. Yl 
However, the agenda that 
the Commonwealth Secre- 
tary-General has prepared 
for us, and the international 
scene forces us to face the 
realities. And the realities 
are quite different from 
what we see in this paradise 
on earth. 

In the event they have 
found the Commonwealth 
failing to live up to the pro- 
mise. If the Commonwealth 
is to be perpetuated, the 
Commonwealth must 
achieve tangible and mean- 
ingful results for its 
members. It must give 
some substance to the term 
“common wealth.” narticu- 
larly for the poorer 
members. 

Malaysia’s experience of 
the Commonwealth has not 
endeared the organisation, 
to it. Indeed the goodwill 
that we had when we first 
ioined it has been worn thin 
with the passage of events 
and time. 

I shall try to be brief and We have nothing against 
to the point. First the Com- the majority of the 
monwealth. It is not what it members witi whom we 
was when it started. It is no have good bilateral rela- 
longer a club for nations tions, anywa 
founded by migrants from say that goo , bad, or indif- B 

But I would 

Europe. It is now a collec- ferent, the relations would 

tion of former colonies who 
have been persuaded to join 
the Commonwealth through 
oblique hints that they will 
benefit from it. 

have been there whether and fairplay has changed 
there is a Commonwealth or considerably. The most im- 
not. portant determinant of in- 

The only e 
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isode that we ternational behaviour now 
appreciate a out the Com- is strength - economic 
m&wealth is when it ex- 
oelled and made a oariah of 

strength,-political strength 
and. of course. military 

South Africa. I shall say a strength. 
few more things about that We see today powerful 
later, as it is the most im- countries actually applaud- 

/ 
18 the Commonwealth is to be 
perpetuated, it must achieve 

tangible and meaningful results f Or 
its members. It must give some 
substance to the term %ommon 
wealth,’ particularly for the 
poorer members 7 

rgt^t”h”l’, r,;;;-;ygy?;{ $gc;~;tgy?;; pggi;; 
the Commonwealth. do not approve of intema- 

However, I would like to tional terrorism by individ- 
take this opportunity to talk uals or organisations, what- 
about a few of the problems ever the reasons. But for 
that face the world today, any rational administration 
particularly their effect on to approve of terrorism by 
developing countries like the governments of coun- 
Malaysia. tries is to desert completely 

The concept of justice international morality. ~~- -- __~ 

We see the economies of 
poor countries destroyed by 
the economic policies of the 
rich and the powerful. We 
see the influential countries 
exerting pressure on their 
client states to reject legiti- 
mate claims such as that on 
Antarctica. And, of course, 
we see powerful nations 
physically occupying neigh- 
bouring .countries in order, 
;$;e;falm, to protect them- 

The weak has to meekly 
submit to all these because 
they have no choice. Gun- 
boat diplomacy is not dead. 
It has taken a more fright- 
ening dimension. This is the 
world that small developing 
countries have to struggle 
in, to survive. 

to 
Thesyeey come together, 

security tn 
numbers. But the cavalier 
fashion with which even the 
United Nii;tions has. been 

naivete of that assumption. 
Malaysia lives by trade. 

So too do most of the deve- 
loping countries. We can 
only produce primary prod- 
ucts which we houe to trade 
for the manufactured goods 
we need. But for the nast 
few years the price of-pri- 
rn;zd.products have plum- 

Nothing fetches a fair 
price anymore. Indeed, fre- 
auently the m-ices are lower 
than the cost of production. 
Whv is this so? In the first 
place developed countries 
go into competin 
Droducts which t f 

primary 
ev subsi- 

&se and produce in excess. 
Then they fix the price 

through commodity ex- 
changes in their countries 
with membership confined 
to themselves. If their 
members look like losing 
money, then they change 
the rules. They even start 
rumours in order to influ- . . 



But not so the manufac- markets soon put paid to 
tured goods that they mar- that. Even when they try to 
ket in the poor developing go to other developing 
countries. They are no ex- countries, they find that 
changes for manufactured they cannot compete 
goods. The price is deter- against the credit terms and 
mined by the manufac- the political and economic 
turers themselves. And leverage exerted by the 
whether the raw material rich developed countries. 

6 There is no Government Iike 
the regime in South Africa. It 

legal&es the morally illegal. 
Minority is majority. Sluvery 
is freedom. Ghettos are 3 
nations 

prices go up or down, the 
price of manufactured 
goods always go up. And so 
more and more commod- 
ities have to be sold by poor 
countries in order to buy 
less and less manufactured 
goods. 

Much of the economic ills 
of the world today is man- 
made. And it is not entirely 
made in the oil producin 
countries. It is the financta 3 
mismanagement of the de- 
veloped countries, their 
massive exnenditure on 

Some developing coun- 
tries trv to industrialise and 

arms,. their-protectionist 
nolicies. their wasteful 

export -their products. But 
protectionism in the richest 

over-production of various 
commodities, their trading 

practices that has brought 
the world to the present 
economic depression. 

And as the economic 
problems are man-made, 
they will have to be unmade 
by man. We know precisely 
how the economy of the 
world can be restored but 
unless and until the eco- 
nomic giants of the world 
are willing to act, nothing 
that the develoninrr coun- 
tries can do will beof any 
avail. The mice of oil is low 
now and so are the prices of 
every commodity. But 
whatever good they may do 
is negated by the developed 
countries. 

And now back to South 
Africa. There is no Govern 
ment like the regime in 
South Africa. It is a total pa- 
riah. It legalises the moral- 
ly illegal. Minority is major- 
ity. Slavery is freedom. 
Ghettos are nations. 

Like Israel, they respect 
no international norms. 
Boundaries are not sacred 
to the racists of South Afri- 
ca. 

And this white racist re- 
gime survives in this day 
and age. And why does it 
survive? It survives be- 
cause the people who are 
fond of criticising alleged 
racism in developing coun- 
tries are not prepared to do 
anything about the most 
blatantly racist regime in 
the world. 

Malaysia does not trade 
with South Africa. We de- 
prive ourselves of substan- 
tial revenue by so doing. 
But those whose application 
of sanctions are likely to 
bring South Africa to its 
knees, have any number of 
arrangements why they 
should not apply sanctions. 

Restrictions on imports 
from poor countries, re- 
strictions which cause real 
human sufferings in these 
small states are alright. But 
not sanctions against South 
Africa. The blacks would 
suffer. That is the excuse 

The fact is that the blacks 
are already suffering. 
Cures are always painful. 
AS a doctor I should know. 
But to perpetuate suffer- 
ings is a poor alternative to 
the temporary pain of a 
cure. If sanctions can help 
destroy a despicable policy 
like apartheid, then sanc- 
tions must be applied and 
they must be applied by 
those who can hurt most; by 
the countries with the big- 
gest economic clout. 

Failure to do SO would 
mean hypocrisy on the part 
of these countries. And that 
will rub off on the Common- 
wealth. 

Finally, a word about Na- 
mibia. It is bad enough for a 
despicable regime like that 
of South Africa to remain 
trustee of this unfortunate 
country, but now the Na- 
mibians are being punished 
for an alleged crime com- 
mitted by another country. 
Whv should Namibia re- 
main subjugated simply be- 
cause Cuban troons are in 
Angola? 

These are some of the 
problems that face the 
world today. If the Com- 
monwealth conference is 
not going to be a respite for 
us from the problems at 
home. it will have to do 
something about these 
problems. It should at least 
a ree on what could be done 

% a out South Africa. It 
should help positively to 
restore the economy of the 
world. It should attempt to 
remove all kinds of racial 
and colour discriminations. 

If the Commonwealth re- 
fuses to do something defi- 
nite, then the club should 
cease to pretend. It should 
admit that it really cannot 
contribute towards solving 
the problems faced by its 
members, if not the world. 
Then we can relax and en- 
joy our get together. 
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