NST 18 OCT

NASSAU, Thars. —
“Beautiful...brilliant.”
This was how an
elated Zimbabwe
Prime Minister Ro-
bert Mugabe described

hath 's
speech at the open-

ing session of the Com-
monwealth Heads of
Goevernment Meeting
to the New Straits
Times.

Indeed this gene-

ral feeling of uplift-
ment and enthu-

siasm at the popular
level greeted the
Malaysian Prime Min-
ister’s forceful deli-
very and uncompro-
mising approach on
apartheid and the Com-
monwealth.

Dr Mahathir did
cause a stir, both dur-
ing and after his
speech which was de-
scribed by an enthu-
siastic Third World
journalist as
“straight-out.”

The Prime Minis-
ter was besieged by
journalists at a
Press reception held by
the Commonwealth
Secretary-General af-
ter the opening.

A Bahamian digni-
tary who attended the
opening ceremony,
quite unsolicited, re-
marked: “Your man
from Malaysia... he
was really someth-
ing.”

A happy President
Kenneth Kaunda of
Zambia even elevat-
ed this journalist to the
status of “my Malay-
sian brother.”

Australian Pre-
mier Bob Hawke, how-
ever, was a little
more circumspect in
his response, imply-
ing though not quite
saying it that the
Malaysian Prime
Minister was per-
haps too blunt.

The British, per-
haps understandably,
were a little an-
noyed. British officials
were tight-lipped, li-
miting themselves to
observing that such
“heavy posturing” by
all the main
speakers on the open-
ing day was net the
done thing.

British journalists
covering the confer-
ence were swept by
the force of Dr Mahath-
ir’s remarks and
reacted favourably.

However, a
number felt that Dr
Mabhathir’s swipe at
the Commonwealth as
an institution was
uncalled for.

The Prime Minis-
ter, meanwhile, is due
to return home on
Saturday evening be-
fore the conference
ends on Oct 22 when the
joint communique is

expected to be re-
leasad.
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